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Welsh Labour leader says idea of teaming up with Reform 'deeply unpleasant'

Welsh Labour's new leader has described his party's Senedd election result as "catastrophic". Interim leader Ken Skates also told the BBC that the idea of teaming up with Reform is "deeply unpleasant". On Saturday afternoon, Welsh Labour announced that Ken Skates, Member of the Senedd for Fflint Wrecsam, had been appointed interim leader of the party.

Mr Skates will serve as leader until a timetable is set for a full leadership election, the party said. Eluned Morgan resigned from the role after losing her seat in the Senedd election. 

Speaking on BBC's Sunday Supplement, Mr Skates said: "This was a catastrophic defeat, there's no doubt about it. My heart goes out to all of those people who worked so hard for us, our members, the people who voted for us."

The historic defeat saw the party lose power in Wales for the first time since the era of devolution began in 1999.
He added: "I'm just so sorry that we've suffered this defeat and particularly I'm sorry to Eluned Morgan. She has been a phenomenal leader in difficult times.” Ken Skates says Welsh Labour will meet tomorrow to make a decision on how they plan to vote on Rhun ap Iorwerth being appointed as first minister.

"We're going to meet tomorrow to make a final decision on this but the idea of teaming up with Reform is deeply unpleasant for all of the members of my group," he said. It was reported Labour's vastly diminished group of nine is expected to abstain.

Plaid Cymru won the most seats in the Senedd, but fell short of a majority with 43 MSs in the 96 strong chamber. On Saturday, the party's leader Rhun ap Iorwerth said the party will seek to form a minority Government in Wales.

He is set to become the first non-Labour First Minister of Wales. You can look back on everything he said as the party celebrated on the steps of the Senedd following their seismic victory here.
Labour, the Liberal Democrats, and the Greens have all ruled out the prospect of working with Reform UK, which is the second largest party in the new Senedd with 34 MS. 
So the prospect of parties ganging up against Plaid to prevent it forming the Welsh Government is unlikely.




Greens Pledge to Back Plaid Cymru Leader to be: ‘Wales New First Minister’
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It has been a busy morning for Welsh politicians who have been pressed and challenged by media on the circuit of political programmes.

· Interim Welsh Labour leader Ken Skates said Labour needs to avoid the “blame game” and come together after admitting Friday’s defeat was “catastrophic”. He said his party needs to be “forensic” when it started the post-mortem into its losses.

· Plaid Cymru leader Rhun Ap Iorwerth Rhun Ap Iorwerth said he hopes to become the party’s first ever first minister on Tuesday. He also said a commission will be set up to look at Welsh independence.

· Reform UK MS Llyr Powell told BBC Politics Wales his party’s result – taking 34 seats to become the second largest party – shows its “trajectory”.

· Jane Dodds, the only Liberal Democrat to be elected to the Senedd, said she plans to abstain in the vote on who should be first minister.

· Paul Davies, the former Conservatives leader in the Senedd, wants to be the new Llywydd, or Speaker, of the Senedd.

· [image: ]Anthony Slaughter, the Welsh Greens leader, said backing ap Iorwerth as first minister, was a "no brainer" and confirmed negotiations on forming a government had not taken place yet.
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Firearms officers were called to an "ongoing incident" in Wrexham city centre earlier today. 
A heavy police presence was in the area.
A North Wales Police Wrexham town statement said: "We are currently dealing with an ongoing police incident in Wrexham city centre.
"As a result, there is a heavy police presence in the area, including authorised firearms officers as a precautionary measure. 
This is a breaking news story. We will bring you all the latest as we get it via the live blog below.
Get all the big headlines, pictures, analysis, opinion and video on the stories that matter to you. If you have some information you can contact us by following our Twitter feed @northwaleslive - the official North Wales Live account - real news in real time.
Or like facebook.com/northwaleslive/ - your must-see news, features, videos and pictures throughout the day from the North Wales Live. Don't forget you can also keep up to date with the latest via the free North Wales Live app. 

Police are at an incident in Wrexham city centre - stock image
Armed police attended 'incident' in Wrexham city centre
A 'heavy police presence' was at the scene
Police are at an incident in Wrexham city centre - stock image
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Firearms officers were called to an "ongoing incident" in Wrexham city centre earlier today. A heavy police presence was in the area.
A North Wales Police Wrexham town statement said: "We are currently dealing with an ongoing police incident in Wrexham city centre.
"As a result, there is a heavy police presence in the area, including authorised firearms officers as a precautionary measure. We will share further information in due course."
Get all the big headlines, pictures, analysis, opinion and video on the stories that matter to you. If you have some information you can contact us by following our Twitter feed @northwaleslive - the official North Wales Live account - real news in real time.
Or like facebook.com/northwaleslive/ - your must-see news, features, videos and pictures throughout the day from the North Wales Live. Don't forget you can also keep up to date with the latest via the free North Wales Live app. Download it for Apple devices here and Android devices here.
North Wales Live has launched a WhatsApp community group where you can get the latest stories delivered straight to your phone: ‘New Updates.’
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		St Giles Tower Tours – back for 2026!
	It’s back for 2026, your chance to experience one of the Seven Wonder of Wales from a completely new perspective – by climbing St Giles tower!
St Giles Parish Church is offering visitors the chance to climb the 135 ft tower and find out more about the ancient skill of bell ringing in the Ringing Room, the peal of 10 bells are interestingly 300 years old this year too!
On a good day you can see across to the Berwyn Hills, the Mersey Estuary, and the Cheshire Plains – it’s a view not to be missed!
The 135-foot climb is available on the first Saturday of every month between now and September, with two time slots, 11am or 12noon. Booking is essential, via Wrexham Visitor Information Centre at tourism@wrexham.gov.uk or call 01978 292015.



	


Wrexham tours with your Green Badge guide
	Learn more about Wrexham, whether you’re a visitor or a resident, with a guided walking tour run by fabulous Green badge guides Peter and Katie.  They’re hugely popular and have received some fantastic feedback! The tours take approximately 90 minutes, and includes the revitalised Victorian markets, St Giles Parish Church, the history of Wrexham lager and the spiritual home of Welsh football. Tours begin from the Visitor Information Centre, and tickets are available from the VIC, or from Eventbrite.



	

	There’s always something going on in Tŷ Pawb, and May is no exception! Tomorrow, 16th May, there’s the Boots and Brews Country and Beer festival. From 6pm, enjoy live country music and a great selection of craft beers courtesy of the Drunk Monk. Adding to the full country festival experience, there will also be rodeo bull rides and axe throwing included in the ticket price, plus line-dancing lessons so you can strut your country-stuff with style! The food-court is open too, of course! Tickets are still on sale here.
On Saturday 30th May, Tŷ Pawb will host one of it’s ever-popular record fairs, with over 30 stalls from the UK’s top record dealers, selling vinyl of all eras and genres. Plus DJ sets, live music and all the other great Tŷ Pawb attractions, food court, market and gallery.



	


Wrexham Theatre Round up
	If you fancy a night at the theatre, you don’t have to travel too far! The Stiwt in Rhosllanerchrugog is welcoming The History of Rock tomorrow evening – the ultimate journey of rock through the 70s and 80s – think Queen, Fleetwood Mac, AC/DC, Metallica and more – tickets still available here.
Running next week from 19th – 23rd May, Loot is being performed at the Grove Park theatre. The dark comedy by Joe Orton, full of twists and turns and sharp wit, sounds like a good way to spend an evening! Tickets here.
Finally, the William Aston Hall has something to suit most tastes – from famous comedians to stunning vocalists, world-famous singers and bands, even dinosaurs!! See their website for what’s coming up!
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			Newyddion Llyfrgelloedd
Library News
Newyddion Llyfrgelloed am yr Wythnos yn dechrau 17 Mai
Library News for the week beginning 17th May
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			Mae rhif ffôn llyfrgelloedd yn newid ar Fai 19 2026
Ar hyn o bryd, os byddwch chi'n cysylltu â'ch llyfrgell leol dros y ffôn, rydych chi'n ffonio rhif ar gyfer y gangen benodol.  O ddydd Mawrth 19 Mai, 2026 ymlaen, rydym yn cyflwyno un rhif i ffonio ar gyfer pob llyfrgell. Y rhif newydd ar gyfer pob llyfrgell fydd 01978 292090 (bydd yn aros yr un fath ar gyfer Llyfrgell Wrecsam). 

Unwaith y bydd y newid wedi digwydd, pan fyddwch chi'n ffonio'r rhif hwn, byddwch chi'n cysylltu â thîm canolfan gyswllt y cyngor a byddant yn eich rhoi chi drwodd i'r gangen yr hoffech siarad â hi. Bydd galwadau'n cael eu hateb rhwng dydd Llun a dydd Gwener 9am-6pm a dydd Sadwrn 9am – 4pm ond dim ond os ydynt ar agor y gellir eu hanfon ymlaen i'ch llyfrgell leol, fel arall bydd yr alwad yn cael ei hailgyfeirio i Lyfrgell Wrecsam. Am gyfnod byr, os ceisiwch ffonio'r hen rif, byddwch chi'n clywed neges i roi gwybod i chi fod y rhif wedi newid, yna bydd yn gofyn i chi aros a bydd eich galwad yn cael ei hailgyfeirio'n awtomatig a'i chysylltu â'r llinell newydd. Deuddeg wythnos ar ôl 19 Mai, os ceisiwch ffonio hen rif llyfrgell, byddwch yn clywed neges i ddweud nad yw'r rhif ar gael mwyach ac i ddeialu 01978 292090, ac ar ôl hynny bydd yr alwad yn dod i ben. Fel bob amser, gallwch hefyd anfon e-bost at bob cangen gydag unrhyw ymholiadau sydd gennych am y gwasanaeth llyfrgell.

Libraries phone number due to change on May 19th 2026
Currently, if you contact your local library by phone, you call a number for a specific branch.  From Tuesday 19th May, 2026 we’re introducing a single number to call for all libraries. 
The new number for all libraries will be 01978 292090 (it will remain the same for Wrexham Library). 
Once the change has taken place when you call this number you’ll get through to the council contact centre team, and they’ll put you through to the branch you wish to speak to. Calls will be answered between Monday-Friday 9am-6pm and Saturday 9am – 4pm but they can only be forwarded to your local library if they are open, otherwise the call will be re-directed to Wrexham Library. 
For a short while if you try calling the old number, you’ll hear a message to let you know the number has changed, then it will ask you to hold and your call will be automatically rerouted and connected to the new line. 
Twelve weeks after 19th May, if you try to call an old library number you will hear a message to say the number is no longer available and to dial 01978 292090, after which the call will end. 
 
As always, you can also email each branch with any queries you have about the library service.  



	




	Geni Pêl-droed Cymru yn Llyfrgell Wrecsam
Bydd Llyfrgell Wrecsam yn cynnal sgwrs ddiddorol yn archwilio gwaddol Wrecsam fel cartref ysbrydol pêl-droed Cymru. Dewch draw i ddarganfod naratif go iawn y bobl, y lleoedd a'r digwyddiadau diolch i ymchwil arloesol. Wedi'i drefnu fel rhan o ddigwyddiadau Blwyddyn Rhyfeddod 1876 Llyfrgell Wrecsam, bydd y sgwrs yn digwydd ddydd Sadwrn 6 Mehefin 2-3pm. Mae am ddim ond mae archebu'n hanfodol, cysylltwch â'r llyfrgell ar 01978 292090 | llyfrgell@wrecsam.gov.uk

The Birth of Welsh Football at Wrexham Library
Wrexham Library will host a captivating talk exploring Wrexham’s legacy as the spiritual home of Welsh football.  Come along to discover the real narrative of the people, places and events thanks to some game-changing research.  Organized as part of Wrexham Library’s 1876 Year of Wonder events, the talk will take place on Saturday 6th June 2-3pm.  It is free but booking is essential, contact the library on 01978 292090 | library@wrexham.gov.uk



	



	Gofod Astudio
Gydag amser arholiadau yn prysur agosáu mae mor bwysig dod o hyd i amser ar gyfer Astudiaethau
ac adolygu.  
Mae gan bob un o lyfrgelloedd Wrecsam le i chi eistedd i lawr ac astudio, cyfrifiaduron am ddim, argraffu (tâl bychan y ddalen) a WiFi am ddim, ynghyd â llyfrau astudio a chyfeirio i'ch helpu ar eich ffordd. 
Beth am ddod i'n gweld ni a dianc y swn!
Study Space
With exam time fast approaching it is so important to find time for studies and revision.  All of Wrexham’s libraries have space for you sit down and study, free access to computer use, printing (small charge per sheet) and free WiFi, plus study and reference books to help you on your way. Why not come and see us and escape the noise!



	



	Oeddech chi'n gwybod…?
Oeddech chi'n gwybod bod gan Lyfrgell Wrecsam adran benodol i lyfrau sy'n llawn straeon byrion?  Felly os ydych chi'r math o berson sydd â dim ond amser ar gyfer darlleniad 15 munud, beth am roi cynnig ar un o'r casgliadau hyn?
Did you know…?
Did you know that Wrexham Library has a section dedicated to books which are full of short stories?  So, if you’re the sort of person who only has time for a 15 minute read why not try one of these compilations?



	



	Welsh Language Book Review
Adolygiad Llyfr
Gyda'n Gilydd gan Rhian Siôn
Mae Alys a Saffi yn ffrindiau bore oes ond ers i Alys gael babi, does ganddyn nhw ddim llawer yn gyffredin. Ond pan ddaw Elina, mam newydd arall i'w bywydau'n annisgwyl, mae'r tair yn sylweddoli bod heriau bywyd yn haws wrth iddyn nhw eu wynebu gyda'i gilydd. 
Stori dwymgalon am chwaeroliaeth a'r angen am gymuned i fagu babi.
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[image: A close-up of a computer

Description automatically generated]If EVER you need to contact a person who is Extremely Clever at finding out what is wrong –with your computer, then I can honestly recommend Mr Chris Williams.  
(Who is also a very kind and considerate Gentleman.)
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FOOT CARE  By PODIATRIST THOMAS JENESON @ Grosvenor Lodge(1 Grosvenor Road, Wrexham)  01978 800777   tajeneson@gmail.com.

*****************************************

Best Wishes AND Thank You (from Sybil Bremner)

********************************************************
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YouGov's final MRP of the 2026 Senedd election shows
Plaid Cymru on course to be largest party in close race

If there were a Senedd (Welsh Parliament) election tomorrow, which party would you vote for?
Based on modelled responses of 4,647 Welsh adults aged 16+

Total seats
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Circles denote which parties win seats in that constituency.
The map colours represent the party who win the largest vote share in that constituency on
our model’s central estimates, with hatching indicating a margin of less than three points.

YouGov 25 April - 4 May 2026




