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Ruabon News Letter 603
A WREXHAM Boy is among those who will be representing Wales next year as part of an 
International Scouting Initiative.

Harry's dad Peter Whitham, 40, told the Leader: "My wife's family has always been heavily involved in Guiding and my family all went to Scouts.

"We gave Harry the opportunity to go and try Beavers and he enjoyed it - so he carried on going!"
Speaking of the forthcoming Jamboree, he said: "Harry had to write an application and then go to a selection camp in Swansea.
"He was over the moon when he was selected and we were absolutely so proud."

Harry Briffa-Whitham started in Beavers when he was five and then progressed through Cubs.
Now aged 12 and in Scouts, Harry has been selected to take part in the World Scout Jamboree in 2027.

A total of 19 young Scouts and two adult volunteers from across Flintshire, Wrexham and Denbighshire have been chosen to take part in the project in Poland.

Each have been selected by Scouts Cymru to represent Wales with the UK Contingent at the global event in the summer next year, where they will gather with 40,000 of their counterparts from the worldwide Scouting family from over 150 different countries.

Harry Briffa-Whitham started in Beavers when he was five and then progressed through Cubs.
Now aged 12 and in Scouts, Harry has been selected to take part in the World Scout Jamboree in 2027.

A total of 19 young Scouts and two adult volunteers from across Flintshire, Wrexham and Denbighshire have been chosen to take part in the project in Poland.
Harry's dad Peter Whitham, 40, told the Leader: "My wife's family has always been heavily involved in Guiding and my family all went to Scouts.
"We gave Harry the opportunity to go and try Beavers and he enjoyed it - so he carried on going!"
Speaking of the forthcoming Jamboree, he said: "Harry had to write an application and then go to a selection camp in Swansea.
"He was over the moon when he was selected and we were absolutely so proud."
Harry Briffa-Whitham (Image: Peter Whitham)
Mr Whitham explained the participants have to raise £3,500 in order to take part - and efforts have already begun, with Harry launching a fundraising page which you can see and donate to here.
He added: "The Jamboree is like the world's biggest Scout camp with all kinds of activities and people from all over the world meeting.

A WREXHAM boy is among those who will be representing Wales next year as part of an international Scouting initiative.

Each have been selected by Scouts Cymru to represent Wales with the UK Contingent at the global event in the summer next year, where they will gather with 40,000 of their counterparts from the worldwide Scouting family from over 150 different countries.
View status.
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Each have been selected by Scouts Cymru to represent Wales with the UK Contingent at the global event in the summer next year, where they will gather with 40,000 of their counterparts from the worldwide Scouting family from over 150 different countries.

A WREXHAM Boy is among those who will be representing Wales next year as part of an international Scouting Bnitiative. 
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· DARPL youth work roadshow sessions
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· Youth Councils come together across North Wales
· Young people reconnect with local democracy through County Youth Forum
· New Ethnic Minorities and Youth Support Team (EYST) report highlights lived realities of racial trauma in Wales
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[bookmark: link_1]NEST: Wellbeing 
We’ve worked with young people to create the NEST framework.
Nurturing,
Empowering,
Safe and
Trusted.
It’s about making sure everyone involved in a young person’s life is working together to support their mental health.
Youth workers support mental health, you’re often the first to spot when something’s not right, and you’re a trusted adult for young people.
We want to ensure youth workers are part of a connected system through NEST. We’d love for you to join in:
· Check out the NEST website 
· Try the free online training 
· Do the NEST self-assessment 
· Watch NEST in action 
Questions? NEST.MentalHealth@gov.wales.
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[bookmark: link_2]Prevention Framework - Supporting Youth Justice Services to Prevent Offending
In June 2025, under the Youth Justice Blueprint, we published a single Prevention Framework for youth justice activity. There is a wide range of evidence regarding what works to prevent children and young people from coming into contact with the justice system, and a wide range of activity being delivered in areas like youth work, education, substance misuse, health and support for families, which has a preventative impact.
The Prevention Framework creates a single, joined-up view of how we are preventing young people from getting involved in criminal behaviour and supporting them towards fulfilling, crime-free lives.
The Framework reflects the strategic and operational landscape in Wales, including our Children and Young People’s Plan and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. It continues to support further work to improve how prevention works in practice. 
                                  PREVENTION FRAMEWORK
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[bookmark: link_4]   Claim What's Yours – Help Spread the Word
 Over £1bn in benefits go unclaimed in Wales each year. The Claim What's Yours campaign encourages families to check their entitlements via the free Advicelink Cymru helpline. You can help by using our campaign materials on your organisation's channels. Visit our website for more info on the campaign.
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[bookmark: link_3]New National Body for Youth Work in Wales
Work to establish a new national body to enhance the youth work offer for young people across Wales is gathering pace.
A dedicated Delivery Board has been set up to drive progress and lead on the body’s remit, funding and governance arrangements. You can see recent announcements about the new body and the Delivery Board on the Welsh Government website. 
Stay up to date
Keep an eye on the Youth Work Bulletin and the Delivery Board web pages for regular updates on progress.
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	HAVE YOUR SAY
Your views, comments and ideas are crucial to ensure this national body supports the sector as a whole and ensure youth work is valued and understood. More information on how you can feed into shaping the national body and ensure it drives the sector forward will be shared in future editions of the Bulletin.
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[bookmark: link_6]      DARPL Youth Work Roadshow Sessions
DARPL   For Youth Work Provision in Wales

Supports continuous professional learning, through leadership consultation, collaboration with community organisations and the Welsh Government, research, policy development, action planning, cultural strategy co-construction and learning at all levels. 

A series of events will be held over the next few weeks to provide an informal, open conversation space and support for positively contributing towards Welsh Government’s Anti-Racist Wales Action Plan (ArWAP) and aspirations in community life for an Anti-Racist Wales 2030.

To find out more and book a place please follow the links below.
Cardiff – Thursday 5th February 4-6pm
Swansea – Friday 6th February 9.30am-12.30pm
Other dates for north and mid Wales will follow – further information will be available on the DARPL events page.
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[bookmark: link_8]Cardiff Young People Launch Short Film on 
E-BIKE and E-SCOOTER SAFELY
Cardiff Youth Service’s Young Creators group have worked with youth workers to produce a short film highlighting the law and safety considerations around e-bikes and e-scooters. The project was developed with Cardiff Council’s Community Safety team to address anti-social behaviour linked to e-vehicles and to promote public safety.
The film explains where e-vehicles can be used legally, age requirements and the risks associated with illegal or modified e-bikes. It encourages young people and families to keep e-vehicle use fun, safe and legal. The film will be shared through Cardiff Council and youth service channels to support conversations about responsible riding.
Watch the film: https://youtu.be/JBEMhP1Gf6o
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[bookmark: link_9]Youth Councils Come Together Across North Wales
In October 2025, Denbighshire Youth Service brought together young people from across North Wales to record a podcast exploring the role, benefits and impact of Youth Councils. The session also provided space to consider opportunities for stronger regional collaboration.
Following the event, Youth Councils from Anglesey, Gwynedd, Conwy, Denbighshire, Flintshire and Wrexham began work towards establishing a North Wales Youth Council network, with an initial meeting planned for February 2026. The podcast is available on Denbighshire Youth Service’s YouTube channel and supports wider engagement with youth voice and participation across the region.
Watch the podcast: 
Find out more: www.denbighshire.gov.uk/youth-service
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	Young people from across North Wales take part in a Youth Councils podcast recording hosted by Denbighshire Youth Service, exploring youth voice, participation and regional collaboration.



	[image: ]


[bookmark: link_10]Young People Reconnect with Local Democracy Through County Youth Forum
In November 2025, the Youth Engagement and Participation Service in Rhondda Cynon Taf re-established the County Youth Forum, bringing together 55 young people from 11 secondary schools and youth forums. Hosted in the Council Chambers, the session focused on democracy and healthy eating in schools, aligning with forthcoming scrutiny discussions.
Young people took part in debates, a mock council meeting and direct discussions with councillors and senior officers. The forum strengthened young people’s understanding of local decision-making and has led to further invitations for youth involvement in council scrutiny, supporting meaningful participation and influence at a local level.
This work highlights how youth workers can support meaningful participation by creating structured opportunities for young people to engage with real decision-makers on issues that matter to them. Using authentic settings and live local agendas helps young people better understand democracy and see the impact of their voices. The approach demonstrates how sustained youth forums can move beyond consultation, supporting confidence, civic learning and genuine influence within local decision-making processes. If you require any further information, please contact Nicola.J.Murphy@rctcbc.gov.uk.
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[bookmark: link_11]New Ethnic Minorities and Youth Support Team (EYST) report highlights lived realities of racial trauma in Wales
EYST Wales has published Do You See My Trauma? The Lived Realities of Minority Ethnic People, a research report exploring experiences of racism and racial trauma faced by minority ethnic individuals and families across Wales. The findings highlight the impact of racism across education, policing, health and social care, employment and public spaces.
Commissioned by Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) Hub Wales, the report will inform work to support an anti-racist and trauma-informed Wales. It contributes to national commitments under the Criminal Justice Anti-Racist Action Plan and supports organisations to better recognise and respond to racial trauma. 
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[bookmark: link_5]Youth Work Apprenticeships Supporting the Workforce Across Wales
The Urdd's Apprentices Department https://www.urdd.cymru/en/apprenticeships/dod-yn-brentis/ delivers fully funded Level 2 and Level 3 Youth Work apprenticeships, supported by the Welsh Government, for individuals working, or seeking to work, as Youth Support Workers. Apprentices must be in paid employment for a minimum of 16 hours per week and can complete Level 2 in 15 months, Level 3 in 16 months, or a combined programme within 16 months. There is no age limit, and the programme is open to staff from organisations delivering youth work services across Wales.
Apprentices are supported to gain temporary EWC registration, progressing to full registration on completion, strengthening youth work practice and workforce capacity.
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[bookmark: link_12]Statutory Framework for Youth Work in Wales
The Council for Wales of Voluntary Youth Services (CWVYS) has established a series of webinars and in person events to help voluntary sector organisations prepare for the new statutory framework for youth work, due to come into force by April 2026. The events will provide an opportunity to discuss and debate the opportunities presented by the new framework, any potential barriers which may be experienced and possible solutions and ways forward.
Webinars (for voluntary sector organisations only):
10th  February 10.00-11.00am. Register via: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/statutory-framework-for-youth-work-in-wales-tickets-1980653114784?aff=oddtdtcreator
11th February 2.00-3.00pm. Register via: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/statutory-framework-for-youth-work-in-wales-tickets-1980653114784?aff=oddtdtcreator
In-person (for all):
26th February – Swansea. Tickets here: Statutory Framework for Youth Work in Wales Tickets, Thu, Feb 26th, 2026 at 10:30 AM| Eventbrite
27th February – Cardiff. Tickets here: Statutory Framework for Youth Work in Wales Tickets, Fri, Feb 27, 2026 at 10:30 AM | Eventbrite
11th March –  West Wales TBC
12th March – Rhyl. Tickets here: Statutory Framework for Youth Work in Wales Tickets, Thu, Mar 12th, 2026 at 10:30 AM | Eventbrite
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[bookmark: link_13]Taith Pathway 1 Funding-Final Call is Open
The final opportunity to apply for Taith Pathway 1 funding opened on 28th January, and runs up until 16th March 2026. Pathway 1 supports international exchanges for learners, young people and staff, both short- and long-term.
These opportunities enable participants to share learning, experience different cultures and develop new skills. Guidance, resources and webinar information to support applications are available via the or by contacting james61@taith.wales.
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[bookmark: link_14]Contributing to the Bulletin 
Youth Cymru works with partners across the sector to source a broad and representative range of content. Organisations are encouraged to share relevant updates, opportunities and good news stories that support national youth work priorities.
Further details on submission timelines and requirements are shared ahead of each edition.
If you would like to contribute to a future bulletin, please get in touch via email. A style guide and information on word counts for each section will be provided.
Content should be sent to GICYWW@youthcymru.org.uk.
Follow updates on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/GIC.YWW
Deadline for the next bulletin: Please submit content by 17th February.
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[bookmark: link_7]Get in touch!
Get in touch via email (youthwork@gov.wales) if you want to contribute to the next bulletin. We'll provide a style guide for submitting articles to us, with information on the word count of articles for the various sections.
Please remember to use #YouthWorkinWales #GwaithIeuenctidCymru when tweeting to raise the profile of Youth Work in Wales.
Follow @ieuenctidcymru on X and Facebook to keep up to date with all news.

Are you Subscribed to Youth Work Bulletin? Sign Up Fast Here
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	Newyddion Llyfrgelloedd
Library News
Newyddion Llyfrgelloedd am yr wythnos yn dechrau 1 Chwefror
Library News for the week beginning 1st February



	[image: ]


The National Year of Reading 2026
Wall all know the benefits of reading, but fewer of us are doing it.

Reading expands minds, builds confidence and fuels creativity. Yet with more distractions and less time, reading for pleasure is in decline across many groups.  

The National Year of Reading 2026 is here to change that, by reconnecting Reading with everyday culture.  The year we will come to life in our libraries through a diverse calendar of activities starting with author visits to our libraries for school children. 
Keep an eye open for details of more events and activities throughout the year.  

The campaign is entitled ‘Go All In’, and we’d love to help people see that stories, ideas and imagination belong everywhere.

Half Term Fun at 
Wrexham Library
Join us this February half term at Wrexham library for craft sessions, games and story times.  We will have a special Valentine’s craft session for children on the 14th February, 10-3pm and two led by Groundwork North Wales on Tuesday 17th February 10-12pm and 1-3pm. There will be a bilingual Storytime on Thursday 19th, 11-11.30am followed by a family board game session 12-3pm.  The fun concludes on Friday morning with our regular Rhyme time 10-10.30am.  
To reserve your place, contact the library on 01978 292090 | library@wrexham.gov.uk and don’t forget your library card to borrow lots of lovely books to read! 
Llay Library Blokes Group
Come and join us every second Tuesday at Llay library for an informal group for men to chat and relax!  
We will have board games, speakers, crosswords and much more plus refreshments – all free of charge.  And of course, plenty of books!  
The first session will take place on 3rd February, 2.00-3.00pm, we look forward to seeing you there.



Time to Talk: Day 5th February
Every year Mind and Rethink Mental Illness run Time to Talk Day which is a day for friends, families, communities, and workplaces to come together to talk, listen and change lives.
  
Talking about mental health, let alone starting a conversation about it, is not always easy. 
However, it is through talking openly, in a safe environment, that we can raise awareness, increase knowledge and understanding, remove the stigma, and help improve the mental wellbeing of those around us. 

All our libraries have collections of books to help you with your mental health including How to Listen so Men will Talk by Tom Chapman, Your Journey Your Way by Chris van Tulleken, Ymdopi ag Iselder by Lee Brosnan & Brenda Hogan, Sut Wyt Ti’n Teimlo Heddiw by Molly Potter and much more including our special Reading Well collections. 
 
Come in and have a chat with our Staff who will help find the Right Book for you.

Did you know…?
Did you know 75% of books borrowed from our libraries are taken from the returns trolley?  Whether it’s a lack of time to browse the shelves or you fancy a book someone else has returned, why not give it a go next time! 


Welsh Language Book Review
ADOLYGIAD LLYF
..Bron y Nant gan Sian Rees
Nofel sy'n plethu'r gorfffennol, y presennol a'r goruwchnaturiol.  Pan mae athrawes yn ei thridegau yn etifeddu bwthyn, mae'n teithio yno i gael golwg arno. Caiff ei siomi o ddarganfod ei fod bron yn furddun ... a bod hanes i'r tŷ sy'n bygwth chwalu ei bywyd.
Nofel sy'n plethu'r gorfffennol, y presennol a'r goruwchnaturiol.  Pan mae athrawes yn ei thridegau yn etifeddu bwthyn, mae'n teithio yno i gael golwg arno. Caiff ei siomi o ddarganfod ei fod bron yn furddun ... a bod hanes i'r tŷ sy'n bygwth chwalu ei bywyd. Wrth iddi ddarganfod mwy am y tŷ gan Gwilym, un o drigolion y pentref, daw'n amlwg i Esther fod presenoldeb annisgwyl yno. Hanes dwy ferch sydd yma, mewn dau gyfnod gwahanol, ac arweinia amgylchiadau y tu hwnt i reolaeth y ddwy at ddwy daith annisgwyl. Yr hyn sy'n gwneud y nofel yn unigryw yw’r gallu i blethu’r gorffennol a’r presennol heb or-wneud, a throi’r stori’n chwerthinllyd.
Adolygiad a gomisiynwyd gan Garreg Gwalch ar gyfer www.gwales.com, trwy ganiatâd Cyngor Llyfrau Cymru.
***********************************************

[image: Wrexham banner]
Sgroliwch i lawr am y Saesneg 
/ Scroll down for the English
Ceisiadau Meithrin
Mae ceisiadau am leoedd mewn Ysgolion Meithrin bellach ar agor ar gyfer derbyn ym mis Medi 2026.  
Y dyddiad cau i wneud cais am le mewn Ysgol Feithrin yw Dydd Llun, 16  Chwefror 2026.  Gallwch wneud cais ar-lein yn Derbyniadau ysgolion | Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol Wrecsam.
 
Os ydych wedi gwneud cais am le Addysg Blynyddoedd Cynnar wedi’i ariannu  i ddechrau ym mis Ionawr neu Ebrill 2026, mae'n bwysig nodi nad yw hyn yr un peth â chais Meithrin.   Mae'r lle addysg gynnar 10 awr wedi’i ariannu ar gyfer tymor y gwanwyn a/neu'r haf yn unig a bydd yn dod i ben ym mis Gorffennaf.  Bydd rhieni sydd wedi gwneud cais am le ym mis Ionawr eisoes wedi derbyn eu llythyr ar gyfer ymateb.  Bydd rhieni a wnaeth gais am le ym mis Ebrill yn derbyn eu llythyr ymateb ar 19 Chwefror. 
 
Nid yw sicrhau lle mewn lleoliad blynyddoedd cynnar ar gyfer tymor y gwanwyn neu'r haf yn gwarantu lle i chi yn yr un lleoliad ar gyfer y dosbarth Meithrin sy'n dechrau ym mis Medi.   Rhaid i chi wneud cais ar wahân ar gyfer y dosbarth Meithrin os nad ydych wedi gwneud hynny eisoes, ac mae'r ceisiadau hyn yn cael eu prosesu’n unol â'n polisi derbyn.
 
Os cewch unrhyw anawsterau wrth wneud cais, e-bostiwch ni yn admissions@wrexham.gov.uk neu ffoniwch 01978 298991.  
 

Nursery Applications
 Please be advised that the applications for Nursery school places for the September 2026 intake are now open. 
The closing date to apply for a Nursery school place is Monday, 16th February 2026.  You can apply on-line at School admissions - Wrexham County Borough Council.

 If you have made an application for a Funded Early Education place to start in January or April 2026, it’s important to note that this is not the same as a Nursery application.  The 10-hour funded early education place is only for the spring and/or summer term and will end in July.  
Parents who applied for a January place will have already received their response letter.  Parents who applied for an April place will receive their response letter on 19th February. 
Securing a place in an early education setting for spring or summer term does not guarantee you a place at the same setting for the Nursery class which starts in September.
You must make a separate application for the Nursery class if you have not done so already, and these applications are processed in line with our admissions policy.
If you have any difficulties in making an application, please contact us at admissions@wrexham.gov.uk or 01978 298991. 
Welsh Language Book Review

Adolygiad llyfr
Bron y Nant gan Sian Rees
Nofel sy'n plethu'r gorfffennol, y presennol a'r goruwchnaturiol.  Pan mae athrawes yn ei thridegau yn etifeddu bwthyn, mae'n teithio yno i gael golwg arno. Caiff ei siomi o ddarganfod ei fod bron yn furddun ... a bod hanes i'r tŷ sy'n bygwth chwalu ei bywyd. Wrth iddi ddarganfod mwy am y tŷ gan Gwilym, un o drigolion y pentref, daw'n amlwg i Esther fod presenoldeb annisgwyl yno. Hanes dwy ferch sydd yma, mewn dau gyfnod gwahanol, ac arweinia amgylchiadau y tu hwnt i reolaeth y ddwy at ddwy daith annisgwyl. Yr hyn sy'n gwneud y nofel yn unigryw yw’r gallu i blethu’r gorffennol a’r presennol heb or-wneud, a throi’r stori’n chwerthinllyd.
Adolygiad a gomisiynwyd gan Garreg Gwalch ar gyfer www.gwales.com, trwy ganiatâd Cyngor Llyfrau Cymru.
*************************************************************************
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[image: Le Vay]New Exhibition Opens This Friday!


Join us this Friday for the launch of Jonathan Le Vay - Opus... 🎼🌻
Jonathan Le Vay, born in London, studied at Cardiff College of Art (1979-82) and Cyprus College of Art (1985-86) has lived in North Wales for over 35 years. He is an accomplished pianist and jazz 

Composer with a Strong Interest in the Visual Arts and is a Respected Curator.
 
This is a solo exhibition featuring large paintings using observation as a starting point for structure, pattern, composition, beautiful surfaces, colour and movement. These observed figurative elements are used as a vehicle for pleasurable expression and enable easily accessible optical enjoyment.
 
As an additional layer, some paintings will be paired to short pieces of original music accessed via QR code, offering a multi-sensory experience that will resonate with art and music lovers alike and give an insight into the mind of the artist.
 
Join us for the launch event: Friday 6th February from 5.30pm
Exhibition dates: 7th Feb - 4th April 

******************************************************************


[image: A close-up of a computer

Description automatically generated]If EVER you need to contact a person who is Extremely Clever at finding out what is wrong –with your computer, then I can honestly recommend Mr Chris Williams.  (Who is also a very kind and considerate Gentleman.)
              




***************************************************

FOOT CARE  By PODIATRIST THOMAS JENESON @ Grosvenor Lodge(1 Grosvenor Road, Wrexham)  01978 800777   tajeneson@gmail.com.

*****************************************

Best Wishes AND Thank You – Sybil (Bremner)

***********************************************************
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Make sure you test your smoke
alarm every week.

If you don’t have an alarm, or
your alarm doesn’t work -
contactus

Call

Text
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