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Elite Tennis Served up in Wrexham City

Wrexham is about to make sporting history as it hosts the inaugural Lexus Wrexham Open.
This major, landmark, international women’s tennis tournament is set to take place from October 19-26, 2025 at the Wrexham Tennis & Padel Centre and is part of the ITF World Tennis Tour, bringing top 100-ranked players from around the globe to compete in North Wales.
Fans can expect to see athletes who regularly grace the courts of Wimbledon and other Grand Slam tournaments, alongside emerging British talent looking to make their mark.
More than just a tournament, the Lexus Wrexham Open is designed to be a celebration of tennis. A brand-new 600-seat indoor arena will surround the show court, creating an electric atmosphere for spectators. The week-long event will also feature community engagement activities, hospitality experiences and opportunities for local fans to get closer to the sport. Wrexham has been gaining recognition as a hub for sport and culture, and the arrival of a world-class tennis tournament only strengthens that reputation. From football to padel, and now elite tennis, the town is becoming a destination for fans and athletes alike.
Cllr Mark Pritchard, leader of Wrexham Council, said: “We are so proud to bring world-class tennis to North Wales. Outside of the grass-court season, this is the biggest women’s tennis event to be held in 2025 and is the biggest in Wrexham since 1996.
“The whole week will be an exciting celebration of the sport with matches held at the Wrexham Tennis and Padel Centre and events also being held at Wrexham University, Net-world Sport, Ramada Plaza hotel and the player gym being at Total Fitness. We hope it inspires the next generation of players in Wrexham and beyond.”
Tickets are available now! This promises to be a must-see event for sports fans across the UK. Whether you’re a lifelong tennis enthusiast or simply curious to experience something new, this October is your chance to witness elite competition.
Tickets for the match days and other events are available from The Wrexham Open Tennis Website, with match day passes starting at just £7.50.
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					At Cefas, we are committed to support improving the environment and safeguarding the essentials of life—food, water, and energy. As a critical national scientific capability for the UK Government, our science, data, and advice underpin sustainable economic growth and societal wellbeing. This year’s report highlights how our work balances the needs of the economy, society, and nature to secure a resilient future for our rivers, seas, and oceans.
The report features a diverse range of case studies that illustrate our contribution to the UK’s growth objectives. These feature sustainable fisheries management, innovation in aquaculture and seafood safety, clean energy transition, marine emergency response and international scientific collaboration.
These examples reflect how Cefas is delivering against the strategic priorities of the Environmental Improvement Plan and the Cefas 2030 Strategy, while also enabling growth through innovation, data-driven science, and international engagement.
This edition of the Blast newsletter features selected science highlights from our recent Annual Report. See the full Cefas Annual Report and Accounts 2024-25 to find out more.
Tim Green, Cefas Interim CEO















					


Seaweed and Shellfish Aquaculture
[image: seaweed]
Find out about how seaweed and shellfish aquaculture have the potential to contribute to the blue-green economy, helping to meet the UK government's Net Zero objectives and contributing to food security. Seaweed and bivalve shellfish, such as mussel and oyster, aquaculture provide food for people and animals, while taking up carbon and nitrogen from the surrounding water. However, there is limited quantitative evidence of how effective these forms of aquaculture would be for carbon storage and nutrient recycling. Cefas' research showed that seaweed and bivalve aquaculture can help achieve carbon Net Zero objectives by replacing higher carbon-footprint marine proteins and products, helping to avoid emissions.
		Read the article


















				Fisheries Management Plans (FMP)
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Fisheries Management Plans are evidence-based action plans that aim to deliver long-term sustainability of fisheries across the UK. Bringing together the best available science, industry experience and current management approaches, each FMP outlines short, medium and long-term actions to restore fish stocks to or maintain them at sustainable levels. Since the launch of the FMP Programme, Cefas has provided direct evidence to Defra, drawing on data and results from decades of our monitoring, research and assessments, as well as contributions from other partners, including industry-led data collection. We will continue to provide advice and evidence to support the FMP Programme throughout 2025 and 2026.
		Read the blog


















				Red Skin Disease in Salmon
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Find out more about Red Skin Disease (RSD), an emerging disease of wild Atlantic salmon. Atlantic salmon is a vulnerable species experiencing population decline across Europe. Despite its impact, the cause of the disease remains unconfirmed. Disease investigation, using Cefas’ science expertise, supports species conservation and contributes to food security. A collaborative study between Cefas, Marine Scotland Science and the Environment Agency analysed wild Atlantic salmon samples from 2021-2022 using molecular biology techniques on skin sections. Results strongly indicate the presence of an infectious agent, which could be associated with the disease and the research validates previous findings and provides valuable insights for monitoring emerging diseases in this economically important migratory species.
		Read the paper


















					


Offshore Wind and Fisheries
[image: windfarm]
As offshore wind plays an increasingly vital role in the UK’s journey to net zero by 2050, understanding its impact on the UK’s commercial fish species is critical, both for marine management and the future of the UK fishing industry. In the first comprehensive global review of its kind, Cefas scientists analysed over 1,200 studies on offshore windfarm interactions with fisheries species. Less than 5% of studies provided direct evidence of any impact - positive, negative or neutral. Most focused on species found on the seabed, with limited understanding of sharks, rays and skates, and very few examined impacts at the stock level, which is most relevant to fisheries management. The findings are contributing to the ICES Offshore Renewable Energy Roadmap, which aims to balance the UK and EU’s clean energy needs with sustainable fisheries management.
		Read the paper


















				Water quality monitoring
[image: water monitoring kit on a ship at sea]
Find out more about Cefas' work on monitoring water quality across 17,763 square miles of UK waters. The Irish Sea is important for biodiversity, industry shipping and offshore wind generation, and its many estuaries and coastal waters provide crucial benefits for the environment and local communities. However, pollution, climate change and human activities are an increasing threat. In a recent blog, Cefas, the Environment Agency, Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute, Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru / Natural Resources Wales, The Marine Biological Association discuss how collaboration and improved coordination have been key to successful monitoring in the Liverpool Bay area. The data collected is providing vital information to support the UK government’s Marine Strategy which aims to protect the UK’s marine environment.
		


















				One Food Programme
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The One Food programme, which saw a collaboration between Cefas, the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) and South African partners, the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), brought together 21 partners globally to develop One Health approaches for climate resilient, safe and sustainable food systems. Funded through the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) UK International Development fund, the programme focused on three primary themes: generating food system evidence, creating a One Food Risk Tool, and enabling systemic change. Developing the One Food Risk Tool was a significant achievement as part of the programme, a whole-system assessment tool that evaluates various hazards' impacts on food systems by considering chemical, biological, physical and socio-economic factors across value chains. This work continues to inform Cefas' science, evidence and advice in support of sustainable food security.
		Edit Button Text


















					


Middle East Science Partnership
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Cefas’ collaboration in the Middle East over the past 10 years saw the conclusion of the Climate, Health and Environment Resilience Programme (CHERP). Working closely with regional partners to address shared challenges around marine environmental management, climate change, and human health, our work has informed policy and management decisions in areas such as invasive species management in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), biodiversity monitoring in Bahrain, marine planning in Kuwait and regional climate adaptation via the Regional Organisation for the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME).
		Read os
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WATCHING FOOTBALL
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Preview: England vs Wales - Prediction, Team News, Lineups
The 105th encounter between England and Wales takes place under the famous Wembley arch on Thursday night when the two home nations square off in an international friendly.
Almost three years have passed since the Three Lions secured a 3-0 away victory over the Dragons in their last meeting during the group stage of the 2022 FIFA World Cup.


Match Preview
England are gearing up for their first friendly fixture since suffering a surprise 3-1 defeat against Senegal at the City Ground in June - the first and only defeat to date of Thomas Tuchel’s brief spell in charge (W5 D0 L1).

However, the Three Lions responded by claiming back-to-back victories without reply against Andorra and Serbia in 2026 World Cup qualifying last month, with a routine 2-0 home win over the former followed by an emphatic 5-0 success away against the latter.

Sitting top of Group K with a maximum 15 points from five games, England will punch their ticket to next summer’s tournament held in Canada, Mexico and the United States if they beat Latvia in Riga next Tuesday, but Tuchel’s side must first shift their attention to Thursday’s ‘Battle of Britain’ against rivals Wales.

Scoring goals has not been a problem for a Three Lions outfit ranked fourth in the world by FIFA, as they have made the net ripple in each of their last 16 matches across all competitions, their joint-longest run this century; they last scored in 17 consecutive games between June 1990 and June 1991.

England also have a strong record against Wales having won each of their last seven meetings in all competitions, scoring 14 goals and conceding just one in the process; only against Luxembourg (nine), Andorra and San Marino (both eight) have the Three Lions enjoyed longer winning streaks against the same opponent.

Following Gareth Bale’s decision to bring the curtain down on his glittering international career, head coach Craig Bellamy assured Wales fans that “this machine is going to get stronger”, and he has backed up that claim by propelling the Dragons from 45th to 30th in the FIFA World Rankings since his appointment in July 2024.

Bellamy began his Wales tenure with an impressive nine-game unbeaten run in all competitions (W5 D4), but his team have since suffered defeat in two of their last three internationals, with a 1-0 win over Kazakhstan in World Cup qualifying sandwiched between a ‘crazy’ 4-3 loss to Belgium and 1-0 defeat at home to Canada in their most recent friendly last month.
Wales will hope that Thursday’s clash with England will serve as valuable preparation for next Monday’s important World Cup qualifier at home against another top-10-ranked nation in Belgium, who sit level on points with the Dragons in Group J and one point behind leaders North Macedonia.

However, success on the road has been hard to come by for Wales, who are winless in each of their last 11 away friendlies (D1 L10) since a narrow 1-0 victory in Denmark back in 2008, thanks to a goal from none other than Bellamy himself!

The Dragons have, in fact, failed to score in each of their last 10 away friendlies, going 938 minutes since they last netted against Montenegro in 2009, while they have also won just one of their 24 away matches against England post-World War Two (D6 L17) - a 1-0 win at the old Wembley in May 1977.

England form (all competitions):  W W/ W L/ W W
Wales form (all competitions):
W D/ W L/ W L
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GWYL TROSEDD CYMRU | CLWYD CRIME FEST
Gŵyl Geiriau Wrecsam, Siop Lyfrau yr Wyddgrug, Llyfrgell Wrecsam, Llyfrgell yr Wyddgrug 
Wrexham Carnival of Words, Mold Bookshop, Wrexham Library, Mold Library
	Allan Johnson
Enillodd Alan Johnson – cyn Ysgrifennydd Addysg, Ysgrifennydd Iechyd ac Ysgrifennydd Cartref yn llywodraeth Lafur hyd at 2010 – lu o wobrau am bedwar llyfr ei hunangofiant, This Boy, Please Mister Postman, The Long and Winding Road ac In My Life. Yn fwy diweddar, mae Alan wedi cyhoeddi bywgraffiad hynod boblogaidd o Harold Wilson, ond mae'n ymuno â ni ar gyfer ein Gŵyl Trosedd Clwyd i drafod ei nofelau ditectif Mangan, The Late Train To Gypsy Hill, One Of Our Ministers Is Missing, a Death on the Thames. Peidiwch â cholli hyn!
Alan Johnson – former Education Secretary, Health Secretary and Home Secretary in the Labour government up to 2010 – won a multitude of awards for the four books of his memoirs, This Boy, Please Mister Postman, The Long and Winding Road and In My Life. More recently, Alan has published a best-selling biography of Harold Wilson, but joins us for our Clwyd Crime Fest to chat about his Mangan detective novels, The Late Train To Gypsy Hill, One Of Our Ministers Is Missing, and Death on the Thames. Not to be missed!
Llyfrgell yr Wyddgrug, 7 Tachwedd, 2.00yp - Llyfrgell Wrecsam, 7 Tachwedd, 7.00pm
Mold Library, 7 November, 2.00pm - Wrexham Library, 7th November, 7.00pm
Tocynnau | Tickets:
www.ticketsource.co.uk/gwyl-trosedd-clwyd-crime-fest

Bestselling crime fiction author Vaseem Khan takes us on an exhilarating journey from the post-Independence complexities of India – and his Malabar House novels - to contemporary Britain's MI6 and the exploits of James Bond and Q. He will take a detour via his standalone thriller The Girl in Cell A, immersing us in a claustrophobic American mining town replete with dark secrets. And his new series featuring Q, beginning with Quantum of Menace, brings to life one of spy fiction's most iconic characters - but who was the real Q?
Llyfrgell yr Wyddgrug, 5 Tachwedd, 2.00yp - Llyfrgell Wrecsam, 5 Tachwedd, 6.00pm
Mold Library, 5 November, 2.00pm - Wrexham Library, 5 November 6.00pm
Tocynnau | Tickets:
www.ticketsource.co.uk/gwyl-trosedd-clwyd-crime-fest





 













Sonia Edwards | Meleri Wyn James
Sonia Edwards
Mae Sonia Edwards yn un o awduron Cymraeg mwyaf poblogaidd Cymru. Mae hi wedi derbyn Gwobr Tir na n-Og, Gwobr Llyfr y Flwyddyn Cyngor Celfyddydau Cymru ym 1996 ac ym 1999 a 2017 enillodd y Fedal Ryddiaith yn yr Eisteddfod Genedlaethol ar Ynys Môn. Ymunwch â ni wrth i ni ymchwilio i fyd hudolus Sonia Edwards, lle mae dirgelion cyffrous yn cydblethu â chymeriadau diddorol.
Sonia Edwards is one of Wales’s most popular Welsh language authors.   She is a recipient of the Tir na n-Og Award, the Arts Council Book of the Year Award in 1996 and in 1999 and 2017 she won the Prose Medal at the National Eisteddfod on Anglesey.  Join us as we delve into the captivating world of Sonia Edwards, where thrilling mysteries intertwine with compelling characters. 
Llyfrgell yr Wyddgrug 6 Tachwedd, 2.00yp | Mold Library, 6th  November, 2.00pm
Murder on Ynys Môn' examines the mystery behind the brutal killing of a pensioner on Anglesey in 2019. Gerald Corrigan was shot with a crossbow outside his remote home. The killer was sent to prison, but speculation continues that somebody else ordered the murder. Siôn Tecwyn co-wrote the book with Meic Parry, producer of the acclaimed "Crossbow Killer" podcast. Siôn, who is from Anglesey, has been a journalist for over 40 years, starting with local newspapers, before joining the BBC as a television and radio reporter.  
Llyfrgell Wrecsam 6 Tachwedd, 5.00yp | Wrexham 
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Sent in by Halina Burgess
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*************************************************************
If you ever need to contact a person who is extremely clever at finding out what is wrong (with your computer), then I can honestly recommend 
Mr Chris Williams, who is also a very kind and considerate Gentleman.

****************************************************

FOOT CARE  By PODIATRIST THOMAS JENESON @ Grosvenor Lodge
(1 Grosvenor Road, Wrexham)  01978 800777 tajeneson@gmail.com.


********************************************************


Best Wishes AND Thank You – Sybil (Bremner)
********************************************************************************
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TESTITTUESDAY

Make sure you test your smoke
alarm every week.

If you don’t have an alarm, or
your alarm doesn’t work -
contactus

Call

Text
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. Come and enjoy the music, grab a drink and learn some dance steps

in a night of fun and fundraising for 3 amazing children’s hospices.
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FRIDAY 19 SEPTEMBER ‘

WREXHAM WAR MEMORIAL CLUB
FARNDON ST, WREXHAM, LL13 8DE
Tickets £5 - Doors 6:30pm - Entertainment from 7pm

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM
WWW.CHOIRSFORGOOD.COM/EVENTS

LIMITED TICKETS! BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!
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