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Ruabon News Letter 581
Come to see Wrexham's new Museum at the National Eisteddfod of Wales

[image: Eisteddfod]
 
The National Eisteddfod of Wales takes place in Wrexham from 2nd-9th August.
 
It's the biggest cultural festival in Europe, with over 175,000 people expected to attend over the week.
 
We are delighted to announce that Wrexham's new Museum of Two Halves will have a special stall on the Eisteddfod Maes throughout the festival. The stall will feature a showcase for both the Wrexham Museum and Football Museum Wales half of the new museum, as well as interactive activities for all ages.
 
There will be a FREE, frequent shuttle bus service running between Wrexham city centre and the Eisteddfod Maes from 8am-Midnight throughout the week.
You can find all the information about the Eisteddfod on their website.
	


Exciting times for the city’ – Wrexham’s brand new national visitor attraction takes shape.
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The project to create a major new national visitor attraction in Wrexham city centre is now well underway and making great progress!
 
One of the city’s landmark buildings, the County Buildings, formerly the home of Wrexham Museum, is being transformed into a new ‘Museum of Two Halves’.
 
Set to open in 2026, the ‘two halves’ of the new museum will include an enhanced and expanded museum for Wrexham, alongside a brand new football museum for Wales.
*****************************************************************************************
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HRA Latest - 31 July 2025

				Welcome to HRA Latest, with news and updates for everyone working or involved in health and social care research.
This month, we're very pleased to share our new strategy for 2025-28, which sets out our priorities for the next 3 years. This shows how our work will support the UK government's health and growth missions, in line with the 10 Year Health Plan and the Life Sciences Sector Plan, which were published earlier this month. Read on for our full response.
Also in this edition we're delighted to confirm Neelam Patel as our new Chair, and we share our annual report and accounts for 2024-25 and business plan for this financial year.
We also have an opportunity to feed back on our draft guidance for the new clinical trials regulations, as well as an interview with Research Ethics Committee (REC) member Tobiasz Trawinski. He shares insights on his first few months in the service and some advice for research applicants.
As always thank you for reading HRA Latest.
	Let us know what you think about this edition by completing our short online survey.
For the latest news from the HRA, you can follow us on LinkedIn or sign up for updates on specific topics you're interested in.
Matt Westmore
Chief Executive
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Our new strategy for 2025-28
We launched our new strategy, Boosting research that improves health and grows the economy, earlier this month. It sets out our focus for the next 3 years to support our mission to make it easier to do research that people can trust. 
The strategy was developed with our staff, community of volunteers, public contributors and partners from across the health and social care research sector. It defines 3 strategic objectives that will shape our activity in support of the UK government's objectives for health and growth:
· supporting UK growth in life sciences
· helping reduce health inequalities
· increasing the impact of money invested in research
It also sets outcomes that we will work to achieve over the next 3 years to be a trusted, effective organisation that makes it simple and fast to do research well.
		Read our strategy
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Neelam Patel appointed as our new Chair
We’re pleased to confirm that Neelam Patel is the new, permanent Chair of the HRA.
Neelam has been serving as Interim Chair since February 2025 when Professor Sir Terence Stephenson stood down from the role to take up a new role as Chair of NHS Providers. 
She will serve a 3 year term as Chair which began on Monday 7 July 2025.
		Read more 
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Interview: how being a REC member works alongside my career
Our Research Ethics Committees (RECs) review applications for health and social care research before it can be approved to go ahead. They play a crucial role in upholding the dignity and safety of research participants. We are lucky to have almost 900 REC members across the UK who volunteer their time to provide this service.
We interviewed expert member Dr Tobiasz Trawinski, a Senior Lecturer at Liverpool Hope University, to hear how his first few months as part of a REC have been and understand how his committee role complements his career.
		Read the interview
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Our response to the Life Sciences Sector Plan
On Wednesday 16 July the government published the Life Sciences Sector Plan.
The plan complements the previously announced Industrial Strategy and the 10 Year Health Plan to set out how the government will transform the UK’s economy and health.
Our Chief Executive, Matt Westmore, explains what the plan means for the HRA.
		Read our response
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An update on PATHWAYS
Earlier on today King’s College London announced that the PATHWAYS Horizon study has received ethics and regulatory approval.
PATHWAYS is a programme of research that aims to find out how the NHS can best support children and young people with gender incongruence. PATHWAYS Horizon is a longitudinal observational study that is the first in this programme of research.
An application for this study was received earlier this year and was reviewed by a Research Ethics Committee. The study has been given a favourable opinion, which will allow the research team to set up and begin the study.
		Read more on our website 
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Annual report and business plan published
We recently published our annual report and accounts 2024-25, which reflects on our performance in the last financial year. It reports on our key performance indicators, including the time it takes for us to review and approve applications for health and social care research.
Our new business plan 2025-26 sets out our planned activity for the next 12 months, showing how we will work to achieve the strategic objectives detailed in our new strategy.
		Read the business plan






		Read the annual report and accounts
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Share your feedback on our new clinical trials guidance
Last month, we published new guidance to accompany the updated clinical trials regulations which come into force on 28 April 2026. 
The guidance explains what will change in terms of processes, legal requirements, and expectations for anyone involved in setting up or delivering clinical trials. 
We’re now inviting feedback on the guidance. If you have any comments, please complete our online survey by 5pm on Wednesday 10 September 2025.
Thank you to everyone who has already submitted feedback.
We’ll use the feedback we receive to update the final guidance which we plan to publish this autumn. 
		Read the guidance 
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Share your feedback on HRA Latest
To help us make sure we’re sharing the right information in our HRA Latest emails, please complete our short two question survey.
If there’s anything you would like to hear about in future updates, please let us know by emailing communications@hra.nhs.uk
		Complete the survey






	


News from across UK research
Below are some updates you may have missed about health and social care research in the UK:
· the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) is gathering feedback and comments on a new international guideline for the appropriate inclusion and/or retention of pregnant and/or breast-feeding individuals in clinical trials of medicines 
· the MHRA has also published their annual report and accounts 2024-25, as has the National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
· the UK Committee on Research Integrity has published its Annual Statement 2025, which provides a comprehensive overview of the current state of research integrity in the UK












				HRA Now - operational updates












				HRA Now sends you everything you need to know when there are changes to the way we work
Here are some recent important updates you may have missed from HRA Now:  
· HRA Now - further updates to the commercial agreements for participating NHS and HSC organisations
· HRA Now - new amendment history log 
· HRA Now - updated model Commercial Chief Investigator Agreement and CRO version published
Sign up to receive our operational updates. 











*********************************
EARLY YEARS AND CHILDCARE FUNDING APPLICATION PACK
	[image: Grant image ]


The Early Years and Childcare Small Capital Grant application process is going to be opening soon. Please start to consider your requests and the supporting evidence that you will need to supply.

Please review the guidance document below to support with your application. Due to limited remaining allocated budget for this financial year, applications will be viewed in line with the Appendix 1 of the guidance document: criteria for applications. Applications will be considered on a first come, first served basis provided they meet the criteria.
Please note: applications for October’s Panel will only be considered on the updated application pack which will need to be requested via the childcare team. 
Application packs will be available from: 01/09/2025
Settings may request support from their Childcare Officer to help them to make an appropriate application. For support with your application, email on childcareteam@wrexham.gov.uk

The closing date for applications will be 11 am on 29/09/2025.
Please read all guidance thoroughly prior to considering making an application.
Our next panel will be held on the 23/10/2025.

Many thanks.
*************************************************************

Brian Jackson (August 8th, 2020) ·
We would just like to share this letter (below) from Nightingale House that we received today thanking all of you who donated in cash in memory of Michelle xx
— with Daniel Jackson and 4 others.
[image: No photo description available.]***************************************************************************************************************************************************

As the National Eisteddfod arrives in Wrecsam this summer, visitors are being encouraged to explore the county and find out more about Wrecsam culture through engaging in Ffrinj Wrecsam, a diverse programme of events taking place across Wrecsam County Borough from 2-9 August.
Ffrinj Wrecsam brings together a wide mix of events – from live music and visual arts to street markets, workshops, performances and family-friendly activities.
Ffrinj Wrecsam is led by local businesses, cultural venues, community groups and the council and offers visitors a chance to immerse themselves in everything that Wrecsam has to offer and encourage Eisteddfod visitors to explore, eat, drink, socialise and enjoy what’s on offer.
The National Eisteddfod is one of Europe’s largest cultural festivals that could attract up to 175,000 visitors this year. It is a celebration of Welsh language, culture, heritage and creativity, featuring competitions, performances and exhibitions across literature, music, art and more.
- Info -
[image: Eisteddfod Wrecsam 2025]
All events that are part of Ffrinj Wrecsam are listed on the Wrexham County Borough Council events page under the dedicated ‘Eisteddfod’ category, providing a single, easy-to-access hub for locals and visitors to plan their week.
Councillor Nigel Williams, Lead Member for Economy, Business and Tourism, said: “The Eisteddfod visit will provide a great boost for Cymraeg, our culture and economy.
“Through Ffrinj Wrecsam, we want to encourage people visiting the Maes to explore our county, discover local events, and support the brilliant businesses and communities we have here.
“Whether you’re visiting for a day or staying for the week, there’s so much more to see across Wrecsam.”
Cllr Hugh Jones, Lead Member for Planning, Public Protection, Cymraeg Language Champion and with responsibility for Tŷ Pawb, said: “Tŷ Pawb is delighted to play a key role in this year’s Ffrinj Wrecsam, with a varied line-up of events throughout Eisteddfod week.
“From live music and exhibitions to workshops and children’s activities, there will be something for everyone to enjoy.
“This is a fantastic opportunity for Eisteddfod visitors to also visit Wrecsam and experience the award winning and vibrant Tŷ Pawb cultural space, and enjoy all that Wrecsam has to offer.”
Want to be part of it?
If you’re planning an event during Eisteddfod week and would like to be featured in the Ffrinj Wrecsam programme, you can register your event on the WCBC events listing.
Visit: www.wrexham.gov.uk/events/category/eisteddfod
(Select the ‘Eisteddfod’ category when uploading your event)
We’re keen for all Ffrinj events to be welcoming and inclusive, and to reflect and respect the Welsh language and culture. Wherever possible, we encourage organisers to incorporate elements of Welsh, whether through bilingual signage, marketing, or within the event itself, to help celebrate the unique identity of Wrecsam during Eisteddfod week.
If you need a little help with Welsh translations or someone to check your Welsh to make sure it’s 100% correct you can visit Helo Blod for up to 500 words translated FREE of charge per month.
Looking for more information on the Eisteddfod? You’ll find everything you need on the websites below:
Eisteddfod | Wrexham County Borough Council
2025 | Eisteddfod
Getting to the Maes | Eisteddfod
******************************************************************************************

	Library News
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Library News for the week beginning 3rd August
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Summer Reading Challenge and Children’s Activities
Don’t forget to join our Summer Reading Challenge this year.  All you have to do is read six books over three visits to the library over the summer holidays and collect rewards along the way.  If you complete it you will win a medal and certificate plus be entered into the prize drawer to win some fabulous prizes!
We also have many activities for children this summer across all of our libraries.
Call your local library for more details or follow us on social media.

Murder Mystery Script Writing Competition
Budding writers and murder mystery fans are invited to enter the Wrexham Carnival of Words Murder Mystery Script Writing Competition 2025.  
The Competition is open to any author with an original script that fits the brief and has never been published before.  The competition will run from 
1st August – 30th September 2025 and the winning author will receive a cash prize of £100. 
The script will also be performed by local amateur actors at next year’s Murder Mystery evening during the Wrexham Carnival of Words literary festival in April 2026. 
The competition will be judged by best-selling author Simon McCleave who is a patron of the Wrexham Carnival of Words.  
Details of the competition and the terms and conditions are available on the Wrexham Carnival of Words website: www.wrexhamcarnivalofwords.com 

The Game of Murder by Hazell Ward - Book Launch
The Game of Murder is a fresh and immersive murder mystery that reflects crime classics, the reader is put in the role of the Great Detective, reinvestigating an infamous never-before-solved case from 1970s England. 
You are invited to a very special murder mystery party. The game is simple: listen to the witnesses. 
Discover the most original crime novel of 2025 at Wrexham Library on Thursday 21st August from 5.30pm when debut author Hazell Ward will be launching her book in her home town.  
This is a free event but you must reserve your place – contact the library on 01978 292090 | library@wrexham.gov.uk
Cost of Living Help
Did you know libraries can help with your cost of living?  We have FREE Access to national Newspapers, access to hundreds of Magazines including Welsh Magazines, access to thousands of bestselling and classic books for children and adults, access to books and literature to support your health and wellbeing and learning plus access to warm places.  We also provide access to groups and activities for adults and children, most of them FREE of charge.  Our regular FREE events include Story and rhyme times in Welsh and English for young children, Reading Groups for all ages, Friendship Groups, Knit and Natter /Craft groups, Children’s activities and Welsh Conversational Groups, plus many more.  For details of these events and much more visit www.wrexham.gov.uk/libraries or follow us on social media.  Your local library can support and be there for you this winter.


Did you know…?
Did you know…you can ask your local library for a book and if they don’t have it in stock they can try and get it from any library in North Wales – free of charge!


Book Review
The Warm Hands of Ghosts by Catherine Arden
This book is set in the final stages of World War 1 and is skilfully woven in amongst historical events and people amongst a fantastical story-line. A still young but experienced combat-zone nurse suffers devastating loss when the munitions ship “Mont Blanc” explodes in the Canadian port of Halifax. Despite having been invalided out of European medical duty with a medal, she returns to serve in the hospitals near the front lines whilst hoping to find her soldier brother whose personal effects she had received but who she believes is still alive.  What follows is a roller-coaster ride in the borderlands between reality and fantasy. Arden has populated this story with believable characters who are gravely affected by the war and the times they are living through. The story is warm, wistful and spooky but ends leaving the reader with hope for the main characters’ future after all that they have been through.
Rhos library reading group
	
**************************************************************************************
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🚨 Booking is essential for Elevate 2025
– don’t miss your spot! 🚨
 We've had a fantastic early response to this year’s Elevate Your Business in Wrexham Conference, with many places already being booked – this is just a friendly reminder that if you'd like to attend: booking is essential to guarantee entry.
 If you’re planning to attend, you must book in advance via the official link 👉 www.wrexham.gov.uk/elevate
 Date: Friday 19 September 2025. Time: 9:30am – 5:00pm
Location: Bangor-on-Dee Racecourse, Wrexham, LL13 0DA
Cost: FREE – but as mentioned above, booking is essential!
 
Connecting Local Leaders, Inspiring Growth, Driving Success
 Returning for its second year, the inspiring, full-day conference promises to be bigger, bolder, and even more impactful – featuring keynote talks from Martin McCourt (former Dyson CEO) and Linda Moir (Former head of event services for the London 2012 Olympics / Paralympics & former head of customer service at Virgin Atlantic), real success stories from numerous local business leaders (Jones’ Village Bakery, Ipsen Biopharm, Kellanova, Scrubbies UK a Goch & Co), unrivalled networking opportunities and the chance to win prize giveaways. You'll also find out more about exciting developments; the Flintshire and Wrexham Investment Zone, the Wrexham Gateway project, the UK City of Culture 2029 bid, along with our destination management plans.
 
Whether you're able to attend or not, a number of free promotional opportunities are also available, to help you raise the profile of your business.
 This free event has been made possible as a result of funding from the UK Government via the Shared Prosperity Fund. For more information, visit GOV.UK: UK Shared Prosperity Fund: prospectus (external link)
************************************************************************************
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If EVER you need to contact a
person who is Extremely Clever
at finding out what is wrong -
with your computer, then I can
honestly recommend
Mr Chris Williams.
(Who is also a very kind and
considerate Gentleman.)



**********************************************************
                  FOOT CARE
                 By PODIATRIST THOMAS JENESON (excellent)
                @ Grosvenor Lodge Clinic
                (1 Grosvenor Road, Wrexham, LL11 1BS)
                 01978 800777   tajeneson@gmail.com
*****************************************************************************

ALL BEST WISHES (and THANK YOU)
Sybil (Bremner).
********************************************************

The following  is from Cllr. David Coggins Cogan
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it's really reminded me that the
whole point of the research ethics
process is to deliberate on the
relevance of the research question,
in terms of how it will affect
society, who will participate, and
the advancement of science.

r Tobiasz Trawinski
Greater Manchester West REC member
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Nightiigals House Hospice
F Fospis T Eos

20 July 2020
Dear Brian
i ife, Michelle. This is just
i+ donation of £470.13 raised in memory of your wife, Mic
Thankyou so much forY oLl K0T e ks  big diference to ofher patients “and ther families Who

so kind of you. Kindnes
nieed our support

imagine, this is by far one of the most s that many of us have had to

challenging times
e Wil anderstand that at the hospice, our maln priorty is 10 do all we can to
e ure the safaty of patients and families in our care a8 wel

1 Nightngale House are always extremely grateful for all
ople recently has been incredible. During this period the
need for hospice care contin for patients with a life-limiting illness and their famiies,
they have an even bigger challenge {o face. Qur team of dedicated doctors, nurses, and staff
e e iapt ospice services as best we can o ensure we can continue supporting patients
d. These are extraordinary times indeed and it is during times

and their families throughout this perioc
fike these, people's strength leaves us humbled | can assure you.

| want you to know that we may occasionally send information in the post about other ways you can
support s bul you can opt out ofreceiving post ar change your contact preferences at any time by
calling us on 01978 314292 or. emailing info@nightingalehouse.co. uk

If you have any queries please contact myself Delyth Underwood 01978 314292 or

Delyth.Underwood@nightingalehouse.co.uk

Please take care and stay safe and thank you again.

As you can i
face and | kn
maintain services Where p
as our staff and volunteers. Everyone al

donations, but the kindness shown by pe
ues because

email

With very best wishes

i

Delyth Underwood
in Memory Giving Fundraiser
ightingale House
ightingale House Hospice is committed to protecting your privacy and that the data we
e Hou e is con ather and hok
ed in accordance with the current data protection legislation. Please see our p?wacy policy fo

are manage
‘more information; www.nightingalehouse.co.uldprivacy-policy.
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THE ARMED FORCES
COVENANT FUND TRUST

Funded by HM Government

Race Council Cymru
-

The Armed Forces Covenant Fund is funding Race Council
Cymru to address a key gap in support for ethnic minority
veterans in Wales. We believe many veterans from these
communities are not accessing the help available to them,
often due to lack of awareness or cultural barriers.

To better understand and improve support, we will collect
data on the services accessed by individuals within the
Armed Forces community. This willinclude the type of
support received and self-assessed scores on how their
issues impact their mental and physical well being. Follow
up surveys will help us evaluate the effectiveness of these
interventions.

Beyond research, we aim to build recognition and
community pride. An annual commemorative event will
celebrate the contributions of ethnic minority veterans,
becoming a key date in the Welsh calendar. We will also
create an archive of personal stories, sharing lived
experiences fo inspire current and future generations.

Through these efforts, we hope to create a lasting, positive
impact on the well being and visibility of ethnic minority
veterans, conftributing to a more inclusive Armed Forces

EMVSN

Ethnic Minorities Veterans Rhwydwaith Cefnogi Cyn-filwyr
Support Network Lleiafrifoedd Ethnig
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Storm Floris | Getting Prepared

Dearall,

From early Monday morning, Storm Floris will affect the Manweb licence area from 6 am Monday,
with 40-50 mph inland gusts, rising to up to 70 mph in exposed areas.We've been closely
monitoring the conditions — and we're already taking action.

Our teams are on standby, with plans in place to respond quickly to any damage across the
electricity network. Materials have been prepositioned, logistics are aligned, and our engineers
are ready to act. We're also proactively checking known hotspots to minimise the risk of
disruption.

While our storm preparedness work puts us in a strong position, we always prepare for the worst
— 50 we're ready to restore power and support our communities, no matter what Monday brings.

We'll return with a further update on Monday morning to share the latest forecast, any known
impacts, and how our response is shaping up.

If you need to contact us in the meantime, we're here.




