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More Local Students will Benefit from Education Grant Changes, says MS

Thousands of students in Wrexham and Denbighshire will continue to benefit from weekly grants from the Welsh Labour Government, says a local Member of the Senedd.

More post-16 learners in colleges and sixth forms will now receive the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) following a Welsh Government decision to uplift the household income thresholds – resulting in more families being able to apply.

EMA is a weekly grant of £40 designed to support 16 to18-year-olds with further education costs.

Ken Skates, whose Clwyd South constituency includes parts of Wrexham and Denbighshire, said: 

“EMA was scrapped in England by the Tories and Lib Dems in 2011, and is retained at a lower rate of £30 in Scotland and Northern Ireland – meaning Wales’ system is the most generous in the UK.
 
“Currently around 16,000 Welsh learners receive EMA, which can be a lifeline for students, but starting from the new academic year in September an estimated 3,500 more will benefit.”

The threshold for households with one dependent child is currently £20,817, which will increase to £23,400 – meaning students in a household with an income of £23,400 or less will be eligible. The threshold for households with two or more dependents will also rise to £25,974 from £23,077

Last year, more than 1,000 students in Wrexham and Denbighshire received EMA, and around 3,500 across the two counties have benefitted from the scheme in the past three years.

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Vikki Howells, said: “Wales already delivers the most generous Education Maintenance Allowance in the UK, helping post-16 learners to continue studying, and this change means we will now be supporting thousands more learners.

“We are very proud of our record in maintaining and increasing the Education Maintenance Allowance.  We are clear that our Draft Budget is a budget for a brighter future and the uplift to EMA eligibility is one of the ways we are delivering this. The announcement means thousands more learners will now benefit from further financial support to continue their journey.”
-Ends-
*********************************************************************************

Welsh Government and the Roads

Hundreds of roads across Wales are in the process of reverting from 20mph to 30mph, a move that is expected to cost millions. 
Wales Online has gathered a comprehensive overview of the situation by reaching out to every local authority in Wales.
It's already evident that this will be a massive undertaking with a hefty price tag. Only two authorities were able to provide an estimate of their costs.
Wrexham has requested £368,000 from the Welsh Government, while Swansea has asked for £470,000. This totals £838,000 for just two councils - if this pattern is repeated across all 22 local authorities in Wales, the overall cost could exceed £10m - double what the Welsh Government has allocated.

READ MORE: The huge cost to North Wales council as succession of storms batter region
The Welsh Government fired the starting gun on this massive reversal last year after Ken Skates - Cabinet Secretary for Transport and North Wales - announced details of a review of Wales' 20mph speed limit. 
Mr Skates said that mistakes had been made and that some roads which had been slowed to 20mph should be returned to their original speed. 
You can read the things he thought were mistakes here.

Each council is, it has now become clear, approaching it in a different way, and the number of roads people are asking to be reviewed varies greatly. Many councils have also made it clear that while some people are contacting them asking roads to return to 30mph, others are asking for the same roads to be made 20mph, reports Wales Online.
When asked, Mr Skates could not give a direct figure about how much money the Welsh Government would give to councils to reverse the changes it had insisted on, but he estimated it being around £5m. 
We have asked all Wales' 22 Councils for details on how the review process is going, asking them which roads change are being considered on, what their timescale is and what the cost estimate is.

A number of authorities say their reviews are still ongoing, while others are able to publish the roads they are looking at. 
Some have got to the point of consulting with residents for a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) the legal document needed to change any road's speed, others are still compiling the lists after residents have asked them to look at.
Consultation ends on January 31st 2025, when a report will go to the executive followed by consultation. The authority has asked the Welsh Government for £368,000 extra.
********************************************************************************************************************
Here are Just a Few of the Stories 
We Would Like to Hear About…

If you’re a Wrexham fan, you may want to discuss the famous 1992 FA Cup victory against Arsenal, the Hollywood takeover, or the astonishing day in 2011 when supporters raised £100,000 in just 7 hours to help save the club from going under.

If you’re a Swansea City fan, you may want to talk about the incredible League Cup win of 2013, or when the club finally moved from the Vetch Field in 2005 after playing there for 93 years.
Cardiff City fans may be able to help us gather stories around the legendary FA Cup win of 1927, or the fan power victory of 2015, when pressure from supporters forced the club to revert back to their traditional blue kit, following a failed attempt to switch to red.
Newport County fans may have some stories they’d like to share from the unique bond the club developed with German side FC Carl Zeiss Jena, or the rebirth of 1989, when the club earned the nickname “The Exiles”, after being forced to play their home matches away from Newport for a season.
How to take part
Please help us by completing a form for your club:

Cardiff City FC

Newport County AFC

Swansea City AFC

Wrexham AFC

Discover More about the New Museum
The Museum is being developed by Wrexham Council’s Museum Team in association with Museum Designers, 

Haley Sharpe Design, Architects Purcell and Contractor SWG Construction.
Funding support for the New Museum is provided by Wrexham Council, Welsh Government, National Lottery Heritage Fund, UK Government and the Wolfson Foundation.
Find out more about the Museum Project
Calling all supporters of Cardiff City FC, Newport County AFC, Wrexham AFC and Swansea City AFC!
We need your help to gather stories and memorabilia for a brand new display we’re developing for the new Football Museum Wales, set to open in 2026.

Following some initial consultation we carried out with fans last year, we’ve gathered together six key events from the history of each of the four clubs.
We’ve prepared questions around each event and we’d love to hear your stories and opinions on them.
Big Clubs, Big Stories!
Here are just a few of the stories we’d like to hear about…
If you’re a Wrexham fan, 
You may want to discuss the famous 1992 FA Cup victory against Arsenal, the Hollywood takeover, or the astonishing day in 2011 when supporters raised £100,000 in just 7 hours to help save the club from going under.

If you’re a Swansea City Fan, 
You may want to talk about the incredible League Cup win of 2013, or when the club finally moved from the Vetch Field in 2005 after playing there for 93 years.
Cardiff City Fans
May be able to help us gather stories around the legendary FA Cup win of 1927, or the fan power victory of 2015, when pressure from supporters forced the club to revert back to their traditional blue kit, following a failed attempt to switch to red.
Newport County fans may have some stories they’d like to share from the unique bond the club developed with German side FC Carl Zeiss Jena, or the rebirth of 1989, when the club earned the nickname “The Exiles”, after being forced to play their home matches away from Newport for a season.

How to take part

Please help us by completing a form for your club:
Cardiff City FC
Newport County AFC
Swansea City AFC
and
Wrexham AFC
1. Discover more about the New Museum
The Museum is being developed by Wrexham Council’s museum team in association with museum designers, Haley Sharpe Design, architects Purcell and contractor SWG Construction.
Funding support for the new museum is provided by Wrexham Council, Welsh Government, National Lottery Heritage Fund, UK Government and the Wolfson Foundation.
2. Find out more about the Museum Project

Calling all Supporters of Cardiff City FC, Newport County AFC, Wrexham AFC and Swansea City AFC!

We need your help to gather stories and memorabilia for a brand new display we’re developing for the new Football Museum Wales, set to open in 2026.
Following some initial consultation we carried out with fans last year, we’ve gathered together six key events from the history of each of the four clubs.
We’ve prepared questions around each event and we’d love to hear your stories and opinions on them.
Big clubs, big stories!
Here are just a few of the stories we’d like to hear about…

If You Are a Wrexham Fan,
You may want to discuss the famous 1992 FA Cup victory against Arsenal, the Hollywood takeover, or the astonishing day in 2011 when supporters raised £100,000 in just 7 hours to help save the club from going under.

If You Are a Swansea City Fan, 
You may want to talk about the incredible League Cup win of 2013, or when the club finally moved from the Vetch Field in 2005 after playing there for 93 years.

Cardiff City Fans
May be able to help us gather stories around the legendary FA Cup win of 1927, or the fan power victory of 2015, when pressure from supporters forced the club to revert back to their traditional blue kit, following a failed attempt to switch to red.
Newport County Fans
may have some stories they’d like to share from the unique bond the club developed with German side FC Carl Zeiss Jena, or the rebirth of 1989, when the club earned the nickname “The Exiles”, after being forced to play their home matches away from Newport for a season.
How to take part
Please help us by completing a form for your club:
Cardiff City FC
Newport County AFC
Swansea City AFC
Wrexham AFC
Discover more about the new museum
The Museum is being developed by Wrexham Council’s museum team in association with museum designers, Haley Sharpe Design, architects Purcell and contractor SWG Construction.
Funding support for the new museum is provided by Wrexham Council, Welsh Government, National Lottery Heritage Fund, UK Government and the Wolfson Foundation.
Find out more about the museum project
We need your Welsh football club stories!
· Post author by Steve Grenter
· Post date 21st January, 2025

Calling all Supporters of Cardiff City FC,
Newport County AFC, Wrexham AFC 
and Swansea City AFC!
We need your help to gather stories and memorabilia for a brand new display we’re developing for the new Football Museum Wales, set to open in 2026.
Following some initial consultation we carried out with fans last year, we’ve gathered together six key events from the history of each of the four clubs.
We’ve prepared questions around each event and we’d love to hear your stories and opinions on them.
Big Clubs, Big Stories!
Here are just a few of the stories we’d like to hear about…

If You Are a Wrexham Fan, you may want to discuss the famous 1992 FA Cup victory against Arsenal, the Hollywood takeover, or the astonishing day in 2011 when supporters raised £100,000 in just 7 hours to help save the club from going under.

If You Are a Swansea City Fan, you may want to talk about the incredible League Cup win of 2013, or when the club finally moved from the Vetch Field in 2005 after playing there for 93 years.

Cardiff City Fans may be able to help us gather stories around the legendary FA Cup win of 1927, or the fan power victory of 2015, when pressure from supporters forced the club to revert back to their traditional blue kit, following a failed attempt to switch to red.

Newport County Fans may have some stories they’d like to share from the unique bond the club developed with German side FC Carl Zeiss Jena, or the rebirth of 1989, when the club earned the nickname “The Exiles”, after being forced to play their home matches away from Newport for a season.

How to take part
Please help us by completing a form for your club:

Cardiff City FC; Newport County AFC;  
Swansea City AFC and Wrexham AFC.

Discover more about the new Museum
The Museum is being developed by Wrexham Council’s museum team in association with museum designers, Haley Sharpe Design, architects Purcell and contractor SWG Construction.
Funding support for the new museum is provided by Wrexham Council, Welsh Government, National Lottery Heritage Fund, UK Government and the Wolfson Foundation.
Find out more about the museum project
We need your Welsh football club stories!
· Post author By Steve Grenter
· Post date 21st January
· 
Calling all Supporters of: 

Cardiff City FC, Newport County AFC, Wrexham AFC and Swansea City AFC!
We need your help to gather stories and memorabilia for a brand new display we’re developing for the new Football Museum Wales, set to open in 2026.Following some initial consultation we carried out with fans last year, we’ve gathered together six key events from the history of each of the four clubs.

We’ve prepared questions around each event and we’d love to hear your stories and opinions on them.
Big clubs, big stories!
Here are just a few of the stories we’d like to hear about…

If you’re a Wrexham fan, you may want to discuss the famous 1992 FA Cup victory against Arsenal, the Hollywood takeover, or the astonishing day in 2011 when supporters raised £100,000 in just 7 hours to help save the club from going under.

If you’re a Swansea City fan, you may want to talk about the incredible League Cup win of 2013, or when the club finally moved from the Vetch Field in 2005 after playing there for 93 years.

Cardiff City fans may be able to help us gather stories around the legendary FA Cup win of 1927, or the fan power victory of 2015, when pressure from supporters forced the club to revert back to their traditional blue kit, following a failed attempt to switch to red.

Newport County fans may have some stories they’d like to share from the unique bond the club developed with German side FC Carl Zeiss Jena, or the rebirth of 1989, when the club earned the nickname “The Exiles”, after being forced to play their home matches away from Newport for a season.
How to take part
Please help us by completing a form for your club:
Cardiff City FC
Newport County AFC
Swansea City AFC
Wrexham AFC
Discover more about the new museum
The Museum is being developed by Wrexham Council’s museum team in association with museum designers, Haley Sharpe Design, architects Purcell and contractor SWG Construction.
Funding support for the new museum is provided by Wrexham Council, Welsh Government, National Lottery Heritage Fund, UK Government and the Wolfson Foundation.
Find out more about the museum project.
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	Newyddion Llyfrgelloedd
Library News
Newyddion llyfrgelloedd am yr wythnos yn dechrau 26 Ionawr
Library News for the week beginning 26th January 
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NEW: Ruabon Library Children’s Craft
If you like to be creative by making things or colouring, why not visit Ruabon library on the last Wednesday of the month 3.15.-4.15pm for our new free children’s craft session.  

All materials will be provided and the sessions are free of charge.  Contact the library on Ruabon.library@wrexham.gov.uk or 
01978 822002.



Bike Marking Cefn Mawr Library 
North Wales Police are promoting their Bicycle Watch Scheme at Cefn Mawr library. Registration is free and forms are available on the day or from your local police station. Come along to the library and have your bike registered and marked free of charge on Wednesday 29 January, 3.00-4.00pm.  Secure it or lose it!
Bike Marking Cefn Mawr Library 
North Wales Police are promoting their Bicycle Watch Scheme at Cefn Mawr library. Registration is free and forms are available on the day or from your local police station. Come along to the library
and have your bike registered and marked free of charge on Wednesday 29 January, 3.00-4.00pm.  Secure it or lose it!
 Fancy Dress Swap at Wrexham Library
World Book Day is fast approaching and to help you with your fancy dress options Wrexham Library will be once again offering a Fancy Dress swap. You can donate your children’s unwanted fancy dress costumes to the library until 22nd February.  The swap days will then be held from Monday 24th February until Saturday 1st March. Anyone donating costumes will be offered one token per item which can be redeemed for another costume during half term week. If the donor does not want a replacement costume, the token will be donated to anyone on the swap day that does not have a token. Donated clothes should be clean, in good condition and suitable for primary school-aged children. Any items leftover at the end of the last swap session will be donated to charity. We cannot guarantee that a suitable costume will be available for everyone on the swap days.






Did you Know…?
Did you know all of our libraries have a wide selection of books for teenagers and young adults in Welsh and English? Come and see 
for yourselves or ask the library 
staff for recommendations.

Did you Know…?
Did you know all of our libraries have a wide selection of books for teenagers and young adults in Welsh and English? Come and see for yourselves or ask the library staff for recommendations.

Adolygiad llyfr Welsh Language.
Gwaddol  gan Rhian Cadwaladr
Stori sydd yma am hynt a helynt tair cenhedlaeth o’r un teulu, sef Myfi, ei phlant Delyth a Robin, a’u plant hwythau Anna, Osian ac Ioan.  Oddi mewn i’r nofel fach yma llwydda’r awdur i gyfleu cymaint o emosiynau: euogrwydd, galar, bryntni, hiraeth, cenfigen, edifeirwch a rhamant. Mae trais yn y cartref ar un llaw, a chariad addfwyn ar y llaw arall – mae’n gallu trafod yr emosiynau hyn yn ddwfn a sensitif gan wneud i rywun ystyried y byddwn i gyd yn ystod ein bywydau yn gorfod uniaethu â rhai ohonynt. Ond ar yr ochr ysgafnach mae hiwmor Rhian Cadwaladr fel awdures yn dod i’r golwg hefyd, yn enwedig wrth iddi ddisgrifio perthynas Myfi a Meera, y gymdoges sy’n dysgu Cymraeg ac a ddaw o gefndir hollol wahanol i Myfi.
Adolygiad oddi ar www.gwales.com, trwy ganiatâd Cyngor Llyfrau Cymru.

***************************************************************************************


Nook Pottery - now offer taster sessions on
Saturdays and Tuesday evening contact them on
Facebook at Nook Arts Llangollen.

We also hire out spaces should you wish to hire a
space to show your work All exhibitions, Saturday
and Sunday, 10am-4pm. Check our website
www.dorygallery.com and Instagram
@the_dory_gallery for details, exhibitions and
gallery events. 

Entry is free for everyone, dogs are
welcome inside and kids can have fun with our 

Art Trail quiz! Email: thedorygallery@gmail.com

**********************************************************************************************

                                                           
A Message from Jo (Ruabon) 

Quote: 'Did you know when I was 16, the government made an agreement with me, that if I paid National Insurance every week, they would give me a pension when I was 60
I kept my end of the deal and am still paying in!!

On the 5th and 6th of June, the UK Government may be made to give back the right to retire at 60 to all those women who worked and paid their National Insurance.

Currently their pension payout is delayed until 66 or 67 depending on date of birth.
We all know that the pension age for women born in the sixties has been raised. 
Did you know a campaign called ‘Back to 60 Movement’ has won the right to a Judicial Review and is taking the DWP to the High Court? On the 5th and 6th June they will attempt to get women justice over non-consultation in raising the pensionable age to 66 and above.

Michael Mansfield QC will lead the case and the argument for the movement. However, there does not appear to be any media coverage regarding this significant event. That is why we’re raising the awareness now. 
Let's hope for justice rightly deserved.
There appears to be a media blackout on this issue, which suggests that the government have put a block on the media reporting it. 
So let us use social media for what it’s good at - share the hell out of this. 
Come on ladies - this is worth a great deal to you!'
**********************************************************************************************
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New Chief Medical Officer for Wales Appointed


Professor Oliver will be joining the Welsh Government from her role as Director General of Science and Research and Chief Scientific Officer at the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA).

As Chief Medical Officer for Wales, Prof. Oliver will provide clinical leadership and  be responsible for providing independent professional advice to the Welsh Government about health and public health matters. She will also work with organisations across Wales to reduce health inequalities and lead the medical profession with the aim of improving the quality of healthcare and patient outcomes.

Professor Oliver started her career working in acute hospital medicine in the West Midlands and the South West of England, before pursuing a career in public health. Prior to her current role in UKHSA, she was Director of National Infection Service at Public Health England (PHE).

She is also co-director of the National Institute for Health Research, Health Protection Research Unit on Behavioural Science and Evaluation at the University of Bristol, and an honorary professor at University College, London.

Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care, Jeremy Miles, said:
Professor Oliver brings a wealth of experience to Wales after working at a senior level in public health in the UK and I look forward to working with her.

I’m delighted she has joined us as we work to improve health and wellbeing, and I’d like to offer her a warm welcome to Wales.
Professor Oliver, who follows in the previous CMO’s footsteps as a keen runner and is set to take part in the Newport Marathon, said:
It is an honour to be appointed as the Chief Medical Officer for Wales and I am very excited to work with the dedicated health professionals and the communities across Wales to create a Healthier Wales and safeguard our NHS.
Today, we face challenges from our ageing population, inequalities and global factors such as climate change. For someone like me with a great passion for health and wellbeing, there are some unique opportunities in Wales to secure major improvements in public health and health services for all, thanks to innovative policies and effective collaboration between sectors and it will be my privilege to serve the people of Wales to secure healthy, resilient and prosperous communities.
Professor Oliver replaces Sir Dr Frank Atherton who stands down at the end of the month.
First published 23rd January 2025
**************************************************************************************************************
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My Family and Other Animals
	
We could all do with a bit of Greek sunshine at this time of year, and the Grove Park Youth Theatre have just that next weekend, with their performance of My Family and Other Animals. 

The classic tale, based on the charming memoir by Gerald Durrell, tells the tale of the curious animal-loving boy, and his family, as they relocate to the island of Corfu in the 1930s. 

Still tickets available for the three night run, soak up some sunshine this February!


************************************************************************

Our UNESCO World Heritage Site

	Just a reminder that Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, including the towpath, remains closed for essential maintenance works until Friday 14th March 2025. 

There are plenty of other wonderful parts of the 11 mile UNESCO World Heritage Site - which spans Shropshire, Wrexham and Denbighshire - that can still be explored though. 

Walk over the beautiful Chirk aqueduct, take in the breath-taking views up the Ceiriog Valley, and bravely navigate the tunnels! You can currently walk right up to the Froncysyllte side of the aqueduct on this walk. Otherwise, walk or cycle from Trevor to Llangollen and take in the peace and tranquillity of the canal, culminating in the impressive Horseshoe Falls.

There’s plenty to explore in either direction, from Chirk’s pretty high street and National Trust property Chirk Castle, to Llangollen’s bustling town, river walk and heritage railway. What a unique and special area right on our doorstep.

*****************************************************************************************************




Food Challenge 
	
This is the last weekend you can taste the unique dishes on offer in the North America Vs North Wales food challenge, being run by the: 

This is Wrexham Partnership! 

There are some great dishes on offer from the county’s independent cafes, restaurants and bars, and they’re receiving some brilliant feedback from diners. 
Make sure you get involved, and get tasting some delicious food this weekend. 
(It would be rude not to, wouldn’t it?)



*****************************************************************
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person who is Extremely Clever 
at finding out what is wrong 
with your computer, then I can
honestly recommend                                          
Mr Chris Williams.
(Who is also a very kind and 
considerate Gentleman.)
   


     




***********************************************************************************************************

FOOTCARE
By
PODIATRIST THOMAS JENESON (excellent)
@ Grosvenor Lodge Clinic (1 Grosvenor Road, Wrexham, LL11 1BS)
01978 800777   tajeneson@gmail.com.
**********************************************************************************************

Best wishes to you all.

Sybil (Bremner)

**************************************************************************
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Friends of Ruabon What’s On 2025

Friends of Ruabon Monthly Meetings 2025

saturday Meetings ~ Wednesday 8" January Wednesday 2" July

The Bridge End Inn Saturday 1% February Saturday 2" August
Ruabon Wednesday 5" March Wednesday 3" September
Wednssday Saturday 5™ April Saturday 4™ October
EEtng Wednesday 7% May Wednesday 5% November
St Mary’s Church Hall  Saturday 7% June Saturday 29" November
Ruabon

Friends of Ruabon Litter Pick Saturdays 2025

Village Spring Clean Part 1 Saturday 22" March Summer Spruce Saturday 19" July
Village Spring Clean Part 2 Saturday 26™ April  Community Litter Pick Saturday 20™ September
Community Litter Pick Saturday 24" May Autumn Clear Up Saturday 18" October

For litter pick equipment and to meet up with other litter pickers please
meet at Ruabon Village Hall on the above dates at 10am

Friends of Ruabon Community Events 2025

e Bunny Hunt Saturday 19" April 1pm — 4pm

e Ruabon Summer Fete Saturday 14*" June 1pm —4pm

e Pumpkin Trail Saturday 25" October 1pm — 4pm

o Santa Sleigh Ruabon Saturday 6" December from 4.30pm

o Frost Fayre Sunday 7" December 1pm — 4pm

o Santa Sleigh Christmas Tour of surrounding villages December 25 TBC

For more details about volunteering, meetings and all

the events contact Sarah 07957 628551 follow us on
Facebook or email info@friendsofruabon.co.uk
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