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Celandines, Snowdrops and Daffodils were all ready for  

St Davidõs Day last week as Alison Hamlington took these 

cheering photos on one of her walks.   
 

 

 

 



World Book Day Celebrations!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Foundation Phase at St.Maryõs Church in Wales 

School Ruabon enjoyed celebrating World Book Day with 

lots of activities.  

Nursery Class  (above) enjoyed hearing the Elmer Story, went on 

an Elmer Hunt around the school yard and coloured in some beautiful 

patchwork  pictures of  Elmer. 
 

Reception Class listened to The Rainbow Fish story and made and 

decorated some fabulous sparkly rainbow fish. They went on a Book 

Treasure Hunt outside and made some super book marks.  
 

Year One  enjoyed becoming authors and illustrators for the day 

and wrote their own fair y tales. They designed their own book marks 

too! 
 

Year Two  went on a book scavenger hunt to find different types of 

books. They listened to the Usborne book of the moon and wrote 

similes about the moon. They used iPads and Chrome books to create 

graphs of their favourite books!  
How lovely to feel that we are almost back to ónormal ô!                       

thank you Helen Probin and St Maryôs Primary School 



Transport Minister, rallies North 
Wales community against plans to 

weaken rail services  
Minister for Economy, Transport and North Wales Ken Skates has called 
on community leaders in North Wales to rally support in opposing plans 
which, if selected, would be detrimental to the regionôs rail commuter 
experience and cross border connectivity. 
 

The Manchester Recovery Task Force (MRTF) has opened a public 
consultation, running until March 10th, offering three options to alter 
timetabled passenger and freight services in an attempt to improve the 
performance of the rail network in the Manchester area. 
The three proposed changes would have direct impacts on Transport for 
Walesô services between North Wales and Manchester. 
¶ Option A ï North Wales to Manchester services diverted to serve 

Manchester Victoria and Stalybridge stations, removing direct 
services between North Wales and Manchester Airport, and the 
removal of stops at Manchester Piccadilly and Oxford Road 
stations. 

¶ Option B ï retain the current North Wales to Manchester 
Airport/Manchester Piccadilly services. 

¶ Option C ï divert North Wales to Manchester services via the ñMid-
Cheshire Lineò. This would remove direct services between North 
Wales and Manchester Airport, with the service calling at the 
following stations east of Chester, Northwich, Knutsford, 
Altrincham and Manchester Piccadilly only. 

Transport for Wales (TfW) has engaged with the MRTF team and 
understands Options A and C will increase journey times for passengers 
travelling between North Wales and Manchester Airport, potentially 
leading to worse performance for North Wales commuters. 
In his letter, Ken Skates said: 
ñI am concerned the approach being taken is focussed only on 
addressing the symptoms caused by the fact the rail infrastructure in the 
Manchester area does not support the level and quality of services 
passengers in Wales and beyond require, rather than addressing the 
fundamental infrastructure issues. 
ñThe only acceptable outcome of this consultation for Wales is the 
retention of our direct TfW services to Manchester Airport as set out in 
Option B. 
ñIt is of great importance that all stakeholders in North Wales are aware 
of this consultation, and make their views heard. North Wales must 



retain its direct link to Manchester Airport and Manchester Piccadilly. If 
Union Connectivity and levelling up is to be more than just words this 
must be the only option to take. ENDS 

*********************** 
 

More pupils to have opportunity to return to 

schools before Easter 

The Education Minister, Kirsty Williams, has today announced 

plans for more pupils in Wales to have the opportunity to 

return to the classroom ahead of the Easter break.    
Speaking in a video released on her Twitter channel, the Minister 

confirmed that sch ools would be given the opportunity to welcome 

back learners in years 7, 8 and 9.  

The aim will be to give learners the opportunity to check in with 

teachers, with a focus on support for wellbeing, and readiness for a 

full return to school after the Easter holidays. 

The planned return of younger secondary school pupils would be in 

addition to all primary pupils, who are expected to return from 15 

March, along with learners in years 10 and 12, those in exam years and 

students doing similar qualifications in c olleges. 

Younger primary pupils have been able to return to their classrooms 

since Monday, 22 February.  

The plans will be subject to the regular three -week review of 

coronavirus regulations by the Welsh Government on Friday 12 March.  

The Minister said:  

òOpening up education is a top priority for the Welsh Government and 

I am pleased to share some positive news on that front today.  

òThis is the second week for our youngest pupils to be back in school 

and I have seen first -hand what a difference this is alrea dy making ð 

thank you once again to everyone who is making this possible.  

òWe have already announced that from the 15th March, if the 

scientific advice still says it is safe to do so, all remaining primary 

school children will start to return to school, al ong with those in exam 

years and students doing similar qualifications in colleges and work -



based learning. There will also be flexibility for those in years 10 and 

12. 

òI have also shared my intention to get all learners back to schools, 

colleges and trai ning providers after the Easter break.  

òToday, I am able to confirm our intentions to go even further, even 

earlier, and give schools the opportunity to welcome back learners in 

years 7, 8 and 9 before the Easter break.  

òThis would be to give learners the opportunity to check -in with 

teachers, with a focus on support for wellbeing, and readiness for a 

full return to school after Easter.  

òI want to make clear now that this will not be a full return to school 

for years 7, 8 and 9 before Easter. The focus befo re Easter will be 

on learners who are undertaking qualifications, especially those in 

Years 11 and 13, and those studying practical vocational qualifications.  

òWe will publish full guidance for schools from 9am today, that will 

help with all the necessary planning. 

òWe will also be organising more virtual sessions for heads, which I 

know you have found useful, and I will share details on social media.  

òI would like to thank all of you once again for following the rules, 

driving down the transmission of the virus, and for giving us even more 

headroom to get learners back to our schools and colleges.  

òTogether we will keep Wales safe and together we will keep Wales 

learning.ó ENDS 

*********************** 
 

Additional funding for Hospitality, Leisure and 

Tourism businesses 

The Welsh Government has today announced a further 
£30 million for hospitality, leisure and tourism 

businesses affected by ongoing coronavirus restrictions. 

It has also confirmed that pending the outcome of the next review on 

12 March, a  further £150 million in grants could be made available to 

firms, including micro businesses, through the Welsh Governmentõs 



Non Domestic Rates (NDR) scheme if coronavirus restrictions are 

extended.  

The latest round of the Welsh Governmentõs Economic Resilience Fund 

will see £30m of targeted support being made available to support 

small, medium and large businesses in the hospitality, leisure and 

tourism sectors as well as related supply chain businesses.  

The funding is targeted to businesses employing ten or more staff in 

recognition of the relatively higher level of operating costs that these 

businesses face.  

However, should restrictions be extended at the 12 March review, the 

£150m that will be made available would see businesses in the 

hospitality, touri sm, leisure and non-essential retail sectors that pay 

non-domestic rates receiving an additional payment of up to £5k 

regardless of the number of employees they have.  

From today, businesses in the hospitality, tourism and leisure sectors 

can access the eli gibility checker and calculator on the Business Wales 

website to help them work out what support they can expect to qualify 

for in this latest round and to understand the detail they will need to 

make an application. 

Minister for the Economy, Transport and  North Wales, Ken Skates, 

said:  òThis last year has been incredibly difficult for everyone and 

we are aware of the significant challenges facing our fantastic 

hospitality, tourism and leisure sector.  

òThe focus of this latest Ã30m round of funding is to target further 

support at the small, medium and large businesses in these sectors 

with the specific aim of protecting as many jobs as possible.  

òThe Welsh Governmentõs support to businesses throughout the 

pandemic has been the most generous anywhere in the  UK and I am 

pleased that we have been able to get over £1.9bn directly into the 

bank accounts of our businesses.  

òWith restrictions likely to continue for a little while longer we are 

actively reviewing our options for providing further support. I am 

pleased to confirm that we have now made provision for a further 

£150m of support for businesses paying non -domestic rates should 



restrictions be extended at the next coronavirus review on 12th 

March which would include support for micro businesses.ó 

Minister for Finance, Rebecca Evans, said:   òThe pandemic has had a 

disproportionate effect on the hospitality, leisure and tourism 

sectors and the people it employs.  

òThis new fund, and our provision of additional funding should 

restrictions be extended, responds to the latest phase of the 

pandemic and signifies our continued commitment to the sector, 

helping them to survive the toughest of times until they are in a 

position to safely reopen their doors again.ó 

Kate Nicholls, Chief Executive of UK  Hospitality (UKH)  welcomed the 

latest Welsh Government grants package for the industry: òWelsh 

Government has again listened directly to our constructive proposals 

for more vital support and the new money will play a leading part in 

continuing to save local jobs and local businesses until March 31 in 

communities right across Wales while lockdown persists.ó  ENDS.  

**************************  

  

 Welsh Government boosts support for valued 

charities and third sector organisations in Wales 

The Welsh Government is once again backing volunteers, charities and 

third sector organisations in Wales who have played a vital role in 

response to Covid -19, with additional funding support to help meet 

their needs.     

The Deputy Minister and Chief Whip, Jane Hutt, said: òWeõve been 

working Grant funding of over £2.5m has been awarded to 27 

organisations through the Welsh Government Coronavirus Recovery 

Grant for Volunteering, to help sustain volunteering and community 

action during recovery from the Covid -19 pandemic. 

closely with the Wales Council for Voluntary Action (WCVA) and public 

sector organisations throughout the Covid -19 pandemic, helping 

charities and third sector groups to expand and adapt services to 

meet specific needs.  



òThis grant funding recognises the huge contribution made by 

voluntary organisations who have been working on the front line to 

support our most vulnerable communities, and the partnerships they 

have formed.  

òFunds will be used to improve or introduce new systems, and to help 

r ecruit, retain and train volunteers. The grants will also boost 

partnerships between third sector organisations and public bodies, 

like local authorities and health boards, to help make a lasting impact 

on communities. 

òI want to acknowledge and celebrate the admirable work done by 

volunteer groups, charities and the third sector right across Wales, 

which has provided much -needed help and support during a 

particularly challenging time. Thank you for continuing to protect the 

wellbeing of Wales, its people a nd communities. Your dedication has 

been an inspiration.ó 

Wales Council for Voluntary Action Director of Operations, Matthew 

Brown, said: 

òVoluntary organisations in Wales have provided invaluable support for 

individuals and communities over the past year,  since the beginning of 

the pandemic. Now with the vaccination programme underway, 

voluntary organisations will have a crucial role to play in the recovery. 

Therefore, it is vital that this funding is allocated to support 

organisations in rebuilding and st rengthening our communities.ó 

****************************** 

 

  

 

 

 

 



    The following information has been sent in by Ruabon Medical Centre  

Social Prescribing  
Many of lifeõs problems can make you feel unwell:  

HEALTH              BEREAVEMENT         ISOLATION  

DEPRESSION DEBT           HOUSING  

What is Social Prescribing?  
Benefit advice. Help with housing issues. Tackling loneliness. 

Exercise.   Advice.    Wellbeing.    Signposting to services.   

Relationships.   Holistic.  Keep learning. Volunteering.                              

Social activities.   Health.       Happiness. 

Social Prescribing helps you explore extra services that 

support you to improve your health, sense of wellbeing and 

to make positive life changes.  

Social Prescribing enables your GP, nurse or other 

healthcare professional to refer you to a Social Prescribing 

Link Worker based in your practice, to talk about the issues 

youõre facing and find the right services to support you. 

The next step:  Just ask your GP  practice to make a 

referral. It is quick and easy.  

A social prescription to support your health and 

wellbeing 

Support with your finances.    Be more socially connected  
 

Support your mental wellbeing        Be healthier  
 

 Live well & more independently     Be more active  
Delivered by Rainbow Centre, Penley. Charity No: 1100479. In collaboration with  

 

 




