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ST DAVID’S DAY CELEBRATIONS        

In partnership with Flintshire County Council, Wrexham 

County Borough Council and Tŷ Pawb, Menter Iaith Fflint a 

Wrecsam have organised a week full of virtual celebrations 

to celebrate St. David’s Day between March 1st- 5th. 

The celebrations might be different but they’ll reflect the 

fact that we’re all apart but together celebrating Wales’ 

Patron Saint safely from home this year. There’ll be 

something for everyone. 

Throughout the week all of the St. David’s Eisteddfod items 

and results will be announced. There’ll also be various 

activities including a virtual parade with a performance by 

Band Cambria, cookery recipes and much more. These will be 

shared on Menter Iaith Fflint a Wrecsam’s social media 

platforms between March 1st- 5th. 

As part of the celebrations, a Taith yr Iaith Quiz by R. Ben 

Igwr (Llion Williams) will be held for the whole family on 

Zoom on Tuesday, 2nd March between 6-7pm. To book your 

place, email anna@menterfflintwrecsam.cymru. 

Celebrations will come to an end with a special session from 

the band Bandicoot on Tŷ Pawb and Menter Iaith Fflint a 

Wrecsam Facebook pages on Friday, March 5th at 7:30pm. 

mailto:anna@menterfflintwrecsam.cymru


To join the celebrations, remember to use #DewiSiryFflint 

or #DewiWrecsam and remember to follow the Welsh 

Government Covid-19 guidelines. 



Pupil Development 

Grant – Access 
Friday, 26th February 2021 

Get £125 to buy school uniform, equipment, sports kit and kit for 

activities outside of school for your child. 

New school years are now eligible and criteria has been extended to 

include laptops or tablets. 

Learners eligible for free school meals can apply for this grant if 

they are: 

• entering reception class in primary school 

• entering school years 1, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 

• in a special school, special needs resource base or pupil 

referral unit and are aged 4, 5, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14 or 15 

For Year 7 learners the grant is £200, recognising the increased 

costs associated with starting secondary school. 

Funding for looked-after children is available in every school year. 

Only one claim per school year is permitted. 

Funding for the 2020 to 2021 scheme is available until the 30 June 

2021. The new scheme for 2021 to 2022 will be open from 15 July 

2021. 

To apply for this grant please contact Wrexham County Borough 

Council:- 

https://www.wrexham.gov.uk/service/pupil-development-grant-pdg 

Post navigation 

Information Yr 11 Students Taking Vocational Qualifications. 
************ 

Elodie Mae Davis is a 14 year old student at Ysgol 
Rhiwabon, but unlike other students Elodie has to spend most of 

her time in a wheel chair, as walking just for a short while makes her  

https://www.wrexham.gov.uk/service/pupil-development-grant-pdg
https://www.ysgolrhiwabon.co.uk/information-yr-11-students-taking-vocational-qualifications/


breathless. However, she loves to visit Hope House 

where she has spent a great deal of time 

and being away from home for these 

periods has given her the feeling of 

independence.  

Elodie-Mae Davies relies on oxygen 
around the clock and struggles to 
walk more than a few steps 

because of her lung and heart 
conditions. 

Despite her battles, this 14-year-old student is 
taking on a 10-mile sponsored hike to thank Hope 

House Children’s Hospices for looking after her and her 
family. She will get those steps in every day while giving her dog 

Teddy a walk - with her siblings Cade 11 and Ellie 15.  
Elodie has already raised a staggering £1,440 through her Just Giving 
page.  On it, she says: "Since birth, I have had a lot of illnesses and I 
was born with a heart condition known as Truncus Ateriosus. 

******************** 

                                        St Mary’s Church 

A message from the Rev’d. Kate Tiltman: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Church is closed for Anglican worship until we are 

advised by our bishop that it is safe to open again on a 

Sunday.   

The Roman Catholics are still holding mass every Sunday at 

11am. 

http://justgiving.com/fundraising/elodie-mae-davies
http://justgiving.com/fundraising/elodie-mae-davies


The following is from a factual briefing provided 

to the office staff of Ken Skates MS by Welsh 

Government officials for the purposes of updating 

constituents on the progress of:  
  

 

Briefing Note–Ruabon Station-Step-Free Access 
• Welsh Government, following detailed discussions with 

the rail industry on investment priorities, has twice 

submitted Ruabon Station as a priority nomination for 

UK Government investment in step-free access under 

the “non-devolved Access for All” programme. 

• The first was a request for a new replacement bridge 

with lifts, the second for a reduced cost alternative 

whereby lifts could be fitted to the existing structure. 

• On both occasions, the strong case made for Ruabon 

was not accepted by the UK Government. The Minister 

has expressed disappointment at this and has asked 

Transport for Wales (TfW) and rail industry partners 

to report to him on the potential for those priorities 

not funded by UK Government to progress the 

improvements directly. The report from TfW is 

awaited. 

• Recently, the Minister has written to the Secretary of 

State for Transport (UK Government) to request – 

given the major and lengthy programme selected for 

the integration of the Shotton stations – deferring the 

committed Access for All expenditure for Shotton to a 



later date, in which case it would be Welsh 

Government’s highest priority. 

• The letter also requested additional UK Government 

funding for Access for All to maintain a level of 

commitment to investment in Wales and Borders. This 

additional programme comprised priorities first 

submitted to the UK Government in 2019. This included 

step-free access at Ruabon. 

• The inclusion of Ruabon was referred to the First 

Minister for a decision so as to avoid any constituency 

conflict for the Minister, and which the First Minister 

approved.  

• The UK Government Secretary of State for 

Transport’s decision is awaited. 
**************** 

A campaigner is demanding the UK Government 

steps up and helps deliver long-awaited 

access improvements at Ruabon Station. 
The Welsh Government wants to install lifts to help people with 

mobility issues move between platforms, but the UK Government has 

twice refused to contribute to the costs even though the work 

comes under Westminster’s remit.   

Welsh Ministers have now once again asked the UK Government’s 

Department for Transport to urgently agree to prioritise work at 

Ruabon.   

Local county councillor Dana Davies said: “The Friends of Ruabon 

group has been campaigning for this for years on behalf of local 

people, but the project has twice been stopped in its tracks by the 

UK Government refusing to invest in our area.   



“While transport is devolved to Wales, it’s important to point out 

that responsibility for track, station infrastructure and signalling 

remains with the UK Government. Over the past 20 years, Wales has 

received less than 2% of the £102bn that that UK Government has 

spent on rail enhancement – despite us having 5% of the population 

and 11% of the track miles.” 

In 2017, former MP Susan Elan Jones presented a petition to 

Parliament on behalf of the Friends of Ruabon calling for action 

from the UK Government. And in an attempt to incentivise the UK 

Government to invest in Welsh stations, including Ruabon, the Welsh 

Government had offered to match-fund vital upgrades. But the UK 

Government twice decided against funding for Ruabon, most recently 

in February 2020.   

Cllr Davies said: “This is an extremely important issue for people in 

my ward and the many other local people who use Ruabon Station.   

“The Welsh Government has twice before put money on the table for 

this long-awaited work to go ahead – even though it’s not a devolved 

area – and twice we have been snubbed by the UK Government. Twice 

we have got our hopes up because we didn’t think there would be any 

way they would refuse to cough up 50% of the costs.  

"They should be paying for the work in its entirety, and so far 

they’ve refused to contribute a penny. It’s extremely frustrating 

and their lack of action makes no sense when there has been match-

funding on the table from Welsh Government for more than two 

years." 

The Welsh Government has now written to UK Government 

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps asking him to approve its plans 

for step-free access at Ruabon, which it says would ‘proceed 

urgently once agreement is forthcoming’.  

************** 



Welsh Government sets out mission for more 

prosperous, equal and greener economy 

As Wales continues to navigate the many challenges of coronavirus, the 
Welsh Government is setting out how it will work to reconstruct and rebuild 
Wales’ economy so it is more prosperous, equal and green than ever 
before. 

This includes making available an additional £270m to support 

business through the Development Bank of Wales. Operating 

alongside other Development Bank support, this represents a major 

investment in accessible finance for business and will help Welsh 

firms focus on their long term success. 

The Welsh Government will today publish its Economic Resilience and 

Reconstruction Mission which sets out how it will work to rebuild 

Wales’ post Covid economy so that it values and prioritises wellbeing, 

drives prosperity, is environmentally sound, and helps every person in 

Wales to realise their potential. 

The mission will set out the values and priorities that will shape the 

Welsh Government’s decisions now and in the future so that people, 

businesses and Wales’ communities are supported to succeed and 

prosper. 

Priorities include strengthening the everyday sectors of the Welsh 

economy, increasing the incidence of fair work across Wales and 

reinvigorating our town centres. 

There is also a focus on supporting firms to innovate and diversify, 

speeding up business decarbonisation and investing in climate resilient 

infrastructure. 

The Welsh Government is also announcing an additional £270m for 

the Development Bank of Wales’s Flexible Investment Fund, bringing 

the total invested through this fund to £500m by 2030. Boosting the 

fund will improve the supply of long-term, accessible business finance 

and help more firms to grow and expand. The fund can make debt and 

equity investments of between £25k and £10m, including 15 year 

loans, to SMEs and non-SMEs. 



Economy Minister Ken Skates said: “This last year has been incredibly 

difficult for everyone and while our vital work to combat the virus 

goes on, it is important to consider what comes next. 

“We have an opportunity to look to the future and reconstruct the 

economy with the fundamental goal of achieving long term well-being 

with dignity and fairness for people. 

“We will do this by strengthening the everyday economy, delivering on 

our Covid Commitment to support people in improving skills and gaining 

employment, and by helping businesses meet the challenges and 

opportunities of today and tomorrow. We will also maximise 

sustainable investment in Wales and fortify our pursuit of fair work 

and social value with businesses and organisations who receive public 

funding. 

“The additional £270m funding for the Development Bank will 

support businesses the length and breadth of Wales, creating and 

protecting thousands of jobs for individuals as we seek to deal with 

the long-term challenges of Covid and Brexit.” 

As part of the mission, the Welsh Government will maximise future 

major investments through ‘magnet projects’, which will attract 

longer term investments and provide important employment, skills, 

and innovation and development opportunities. 

The Welsh Government’s Covid Commitment will ensure the impact of 

the pandemic leaves nobody behind and that there is every possible 

opportunity for people to retrain and upskill in new and high-growth 

areas. 

The Economic Contract will also be refreshed and strengthened 

helping businesses to embed fair work, low carbon and climate 

resilience into their operations. 

The Minister added: “We have a clear, ethical and coherent vision for 

economic resilience and reconstruction that is anchored on social 

justice and with the commitment of the people, communities and the 

businesses that make up our economy, I know that we can succeed in 

building a prosperous and fair economy and future that works better 

for everyone.” 



Ian Price, CBI Wales Director, said: “The goal to deliver a competitive 

and sustainable economy that raises living standards, promotes higher 

pay, and delivers the revenues we need to support public priorities is 

the right one for Wales. 

“But the Welsh Government can’t do that alone. From promoting 

diversity and inclusion to improving mental health, championing green 

behaviours to inspiring the next generation; business must continue to 

be a true partner of government. At its best, business is an engine of 

progress that will play a crucial role in overcoming the pandemic and 

building a better Welsh economy. 

“Additional sources of accessible finance are welcome and represent 

an important investment in the Welsh business community, one that 

will be repaid through jobs, growth and, ultimately, delivering a more 

prosperous Wales.” 

Building on the Economic Resilience and Reconstruction Mission, the 

Welsh Government will later this week launch A Manufacturing 

Future for Wales: A Framework for Action which identify the steps 

needed to develop a resilient, high value manufacturing sector for 

the future Welsh economy. ENDS. 

**************** 

750 entrepreneurs supported, to start a 
business during coronavirus crisis 

 During the coronavirus crisis the Welsh Government’s Business Wales 
service has supported over 750 entrepreneurs to start a business or 
become self-employed, Economy Minister Ken Skates has revealed. 
 

Covid-19 has impacted the economy and labour market at an 

unprecedented scale, threatening to reverse progress made in 

reducing unemployment and economic inactivity in Wales over the 

last decade. It has meant many individuals are facing even greater 

barriers to starting a business or accessing the labour market than 

ever before. 

But the Welsh Government made a commitment to ensuring nobody is 

left behind as a result of the public health crisis and that includes 



supporting people to start a new business venture and seize on the 

economic and lifestyle changes that have been driven by the pandemic. 

Latest information shows that since start of the pandemic, Business 

Wales has supported Welsh Entrepreneurs to establish businesses in 

a range of sectors, from the production and retail of personalised 

gifts, through to construction, creative and  food and drink services. 

It also shows that many entrepreneurs are focussing on developing 

the digital presence of their businesses and that there has also been 

a growth in community based businesses. 

Alongside an unequalled support package for businesses, the Welsh 

Government has provided opportunities to retrain and upskill in new 

and high-growth areas that have been created thanks to a nearly £40 

million investment. This funding has ensured anyone over 16 in Wales 

can access advice and support to find work, pursue self-employment 

or find a place in education or training. It has also targeted at 

individuals in the Welsh Labour Market most likely to be negatively 

impacted. 

One important element of the Welsh Government support package is 

the £1.2m business start-up Barriers Fund which has been designed 

to  help disabled people, those from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 

backgrounds, women and young people not in education or training, 

access targeted support to help them start their own business. 

Economy Minister Ken Skates said: “Over the past year we have taken 

important steps to protect jobs and provide new opportunities for 

individuals including through self-employment. It has been one of the 

most challenging periods any of us have ever experienced. 

“The pandemic has transformed how we all live and spend our money 

and I am delighted so many people have been able to access our 

support packages to not just survive during this incredibly difficult 

time, but to take the brave step of starting a new venture. 

“We will emerge from this pandemic and the Economic Resilience and 

Reconstruction Mission I launched this week sets out our vision of 

how we will do this. The aim is for Wales’ post-pandemic economy to 



drive prosperity equally and help everyone realise their potential. 

Harnessing an invigorated entrepreneurial culture to create more 

start-ups is a key part of this.” 

Applicants can apply to the Barriers Fund until 19th March 2021. 

https://businesswales.gov.wales/business-wales-barriers-grant 

ENDS 
********************** 

  “We can look ahead to a greener, fairer, more 
prosperous future for North Wales” – Ken Skates 

  
“North Wales can look ahead to a greener, fairer and more prosperous 
future and we must work together to address the significant challenges 
we face”  Economy and North Wales Minister Ken Skates said today. 
 

In the week when the Welsh Government published its mission on how it 
will rebuild and reconstruct the economy following the covid-19 pandemic, 
the Minister will address the North Wales and Mersey Dee Business 
Council summit on recovery in the region. 

Speaking ahead of the event Ken Skates said: “The past year has 

been exceptionally challenging and difficult for businesses, and 

those challenges are continuing.  While we tackle and deal with the 

immediate situation we must also look to the future and how we will 

rebuild. 

“This summit today is very timely and is testament to how North 

Wales works together as a region and with its cross-border 

partners.  This is a key strength for the region. 

“Yesterday I published our Economic Resilience and Reconstruction 

Mission which sets out how we will rebuild Wales’ post-covid 

economy, focussing on well-being, driving prosperity, is 

environmentally sound and ensuring everyone achieves their 

potential. 

“To support this, I also announced an additional £270m for the 

Development Bank of Wales’s Flexible Investment Fund. This means 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusinesswales.gov.wales%2Fbusiness-wales-barriers-grant&data=04%7C01%7CRobert.Owen009%40gov.wales%7Cee66b213a6dd4b071c0508d8d9ae9fb3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637498691306536039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VuNhSMdGC9rAmQU7%2BCDbT4KK9vpb7hJDEUAJs23J5q8%3D&reserved=0


more than £500m will be available through the fund up to 2030 to 

support the long term success and growth of our firms, in turn 

creating and protecting thousands of Welsh jobs. 

“The North Wales Growth Deal will be key to rebuilding and 

supporting the region over the next months and years.  It has the 

potential to transform the region’s economy, with the objective of 

delivering total investment of £1bn.  Last December I was pleased to 

sign the final deal agreement. 

“We are investing in transport infrastructure in the region through 

the North Wales metro programme and we can see major projects 

under way such as the £135m Caernarfon and Bontnewydd bypass 

which is delivering economic benefits and job opportunities.  These 

developments will help in the long-term reconstruction of the region’s 

economy. 

“The sheer scale of the challenges businesses are facing is huge, but 

we are with them every step of the way.  We have the opportunity 

now to work together to rebuild a fairer, greener and more prosperous 

future where no one is left behind and everyone has the opportunity 

to reach their potential.” ENDS 

e stone bags to help Common Terns at Shotton Steel factory 

HELICOPTER LIFTS BAGS OF STONES ON SHOTTON 

STEEL NATURE RESERVE SITE  

TO HELP COMMON TERNS BREED 
time. 

A helicopter was scrambled to help renovate safe nesting sites for 

the common tern in Shotton, thanks to the UK’s largest steelmaker. 

The Tata Steel Nature Reserve is home to one of the UK’s biggest 

common tern colonies and today 130 tonnes of shingle was moved 

from the shore on to the nesting islands by chopper earlier today. 

The project, funded by Welsh Government, will safeguard the colony 

for years to come.        

                                      *************** 



New legislation has been passed in the Senedd, which will give tenants 
more protection, stability and security in their homes.  The Renting Homes 
(Amendment) (Wales) Bill will also bring greater clarity on landlord and 
tenant responsibilities, helping to avoid disagreements and difficulties. 
The changes mean that from spring 2022, rental contracts in Wales will 
change so that: 

• Tenants will have the security and stability of a minimum 
12 month contract;  

• Minimum notice periods will be extended from two to six 
months in the case of “no fault evictions” – with landlords 
only able to serve notice six months after tenants have 
moved in; 

• Rental contracts will be simplified and standardised with 
model contracts available; 

• Although the notice period that landlords have to give will 
be longer, they will still be able to seek to repossess their 
property if a tenant is in breach of contract. 

Housing and Local Government Minister Julie James said: 
“This law will make renting a home in Wales fair, simple and 
efficient, and it will directly affect the lives of the one in three 
people who rent a home in Wales.  
“Thanks to our efforts, tenants will have greater peace of mind 
when renting. Everyone has the right to feel secure in their own 
home and to be able to plan for the future. 
“There will also be clear benefits for landlords. Clearer and 
easier to understand contracts will reduce disputes and legal 
costs and the new regime will provide a better way for landlords 
to deal with abandoned properties.” 
David Wilton, Chief Executive, TPAS Cymru said: 
“Tenants’ views and voices across Wales have helped shape 
this new law and therefore TPAS Cymru very much welcomes 
this development, making renting in Wales easier. 
We believe the new contracts make it clearer for tenants and 
landlords to understand their respective rights and 
responsibilities. 



We particularly welcome the new protection measures which 
provide greater security regarding improved notice periods and 
offer flexibility should tenants’ circumstances change.” 
ENDS 

**************************** 

Health Minister Vaughan Gething has today 

announced expanded testing and faster vaccine 

delivery to help Wales reopen safely. 

• He confirmed Wales will aim to offer the vaccine to all eligible adults 
by 31 July and will publish an update to the national vaccination 
strategy on Friday. 

• Workplace and community testing will also be expanded. 
• The scheme for workplaces to carry out testing and set up their own 

test sites is now being extended to public and private organisations 
with more than 50 employees. 
 

Mr Gething said: “Our vaccine and testing programmes are key to safely 
re-opening up our society and economy. 
Our vaccine programme continues at pace and on Friday I’m publishing a 
revised vaccine strategy with detail on how we will, subject to supply, offer 
every eligible adult in Wales the first dose of the vaccine by the end of 
July. 
 
Workplaces with more than 50 employees will now be eligible for support 
to regularly test their workforce, helping reduce the spread of the virus and 
allow them to operate safely. 
 
From next week targeted community testing will begin in parts of 
Bridgend, Merthyr Tydfil and Rhondda Cynon Taf. This will help find those 
who show no symptoms of coronavirus. 
We have already set out our revised plans for the careful and cautious re-
opening of Wales’ society and economy. The measures announced today 
will play an important part in achieving that as safely and quickly as 
possible.” 
 
The revised vaccine strategy will provide more details on current and 
forthcoming priorities, including – subject to vaccine supply – the bringing 
forward of target dates for key milestones 



The support available to workplaces in Wales to introduce a testing 
scheme includes the provision of rapid lateral flow devices, training, 
access to an online testing portal and clinical standard operating 
procedures and guidelines. 

The community testing programme will use Lateral Flow Devices. 
Everyone who attends will be given a test using the devices, which can 
turnaround results within 20 -30 minutes. Anyone who tests positive via a 
LFD test will be asked to return home so they can self-isolate immediately 
and arrangements will be made for a follow-up PCR test. 

Although community testing will initially be available in three local 
authorities, further discussions are taking place with partners in North 
Wales and it could be rolled-out more widely based on local circumstance 
and need identified. ENDS 

***************************** 

Facebook message from Message below from Dawn Hughes Lloyd 

(manager for Ruabon Medical Centre) 

Hi Everyone, I hope you are all well. Just wanted to message to all 

those who are at Ruabon Medical Centre and aged 70+ years who 

haven't had their covid vaccine, please contact the surgery via 

telephone 01978 823717 or email with your details on 

Enquiries.W91043@wales.nhs.uk, as we have been phoning but are 

mindful there may be a few still requiring their vaccine and have 

missed our calls. Please don’t contact us if you are not in this group 

of patients as we will be in touch with you as soon as we have the 

vaccine for the specific age and tier groups. We appreciate phone 

lines are extremely busy hence we are asking to message us via the 

email Enquiries.W91043@wales.nhs.uk in the first instance. Thank 

you so much. Thank you for your patience as well. We will be in touch 

as soon as we reach your tier group to get you booked in and 

vaccinated once we have supply of the covid vaccine. Thank you!” 

Dawn Hughes Lloyd. 

 

 

 
 



Llyfrgell Rhiwabon Library 
 

                     

 

  

 

Can’t decide your latest read?  

Try a LUCKY DIP selection. 

 
A great range of books available for all!  

So if it’s books for your toddler, your 

children or you, give us a call on 01978 

822002 or email 

ruabon.libary@wrexham.gov.uk. The staff 

will be pleased to help. 

 

Oriau agor dros dro:              Temporary Opening Hours: 

Llun        12.00yp – 5.00yp             Monday          12noon to 5pm 

Mawrth   Ar gau                             Tuesday         Closed 

Mercher  12.00yp - 5.00yp             Wednesday    12noon to 5pm 

Iau        09.00yb – 1.15yp             Thursday         9.00am to 5pm 

Gwener    12.00yp – 5.00yp             Friday            12noon to  5pm 

Gwasanaeth Archebu a            Order & Collect Service by 

Chasglu Apwyntiad yn unig        Appointment only 
 
 
 

++-

 

mailto:ruabon.libary@wrexham.gov.uk


 



Repelling pests with nature’s chemicals. 
Scientists at Cardiff University have discovered a 

new, sustainable approach to creating pest control 

agents in the ongoing global drive to replace 

pesticides.  
****************** 

 

Each season, Zinnia 

Lewis makes sure that 

her tiny ‘garden’ is filled 

with colour to welcome 

us into Church Street. 

The crocuses have now 

been joined by the 

daffodils, opening just 

in time to celebrate  

St David’s Day. 
 

******************************************* 

Thank you once again for your contributions and your kind 

remarks. 

If you know of anyone new to the area who would like to 

receive a copy of the Ruabon News Letter, free of charge, 

please ask them to contact me through the email address: 

bremner.millhouse@btinternet.com, 

 

 

 

mailto:bremner.millhouse@btinternet.com

