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Another wonderful photo from Alison Hamlington: 

 Plas Bennion just as the sun is setting. 

**************** 

Welsh Rail Franchise now in 
Public Ownership 

The Welsh Government has taken the Wales and Borders rail 

franchise into public ownership to protect services, safeguard jobs, 

and deliver infrastructure improvements in light of the ongoing 

challenges of coronavirus.  

As of 7th February Transport for Wales is now operating the Wales 

and Borders rail services under a subsidiary, ‘Transport for Wales Rail 

LTD’. 

The move, which was announced in October 2020, comes in the face 

of a significant reduction in passenger numbers. It is intended to 

provide for longer term financial stability, necessary to secure plans 

for infrastructure improvements and deliver future improvements for 

passengers. 



Ken Skates, Minister for Economy, Transport and 

North Wales said: 
“Our rail service is a critical asset and one we must protect. Since the 

pandemic began we’ve provided significant financial support to keep 

trains running. The need for greater public control is a reflection of 

the ongoing pressures of coronavirus and the challenges being faced 

across the rail industry as passenger demand remains low. 

“We remain determined to deliver key commitments made at the start 

of the journey with Transport for Wales, including the creation of 

Metro systems and the delivery of brand new rolling stock. Bringing 

the rail franchise into public control will help secure this better 

future for passengers. It is a public transport asset, in public 

ownership, for the public good.” 

Lee Waters, Deputy Minister for Economy and Transport, 

said: 

“The railway is an integral part of Wales’ transport network and we 

want it to be of even more importance in the future. 

“Tackling the climate emergency means we need to make it easier 

for people to step out of their cars and walk, cycle and use public 

transport instead. Transport for Wales will be working across all of 

these areas as part of our efforts to create an integrated, more 

convenient transport system. 

“The action we have taken to bring the franchise into public 

ownership will help make this ambition a reality for passengers.” 

James Price, Chief Executive of Transport for Wales 
said: 

“Covid 19 has presented many challenges for us at TfW and these will 

continue as we evolve as an organisation.  However, we’ve been able to 

remain resilient and our main priority during these testing times has 

been to keep our customers and colleagues safe. 

“This next step on our journey will ensure that we continue to provide 

passenger rail services across our network, protect jobs and deliver 

our ambitious plans to improve the transport network. 



“At the start of January, we successfully completed a three-week 

blockade on the railway lines north of Radyr, allowing us to move 

forward with the next phase of works for the South Wales Metro.” 

“We’re continuing to deliver our transformational plans and this new 

model will allow us to achieve our vision and improve the lives of 

people across Wales and the Borders.”  

ENDS. 
********************* 

 

The following photos and text have been sent in by Bill Smith. On 

one of his regular journeys to the other side of Overton:  

“I have observed  

volunteers 

collecting rubbish 

on the road from 

Ruabon to the 

Cross Foxes at 

Erbistock.  

Two weeks ago I 

counted 46, yes 46 full bags of litter along the route. This weekend 

they have been busy again and collected 12 more, and that is in just 

2 weeks. The Overton volunteers have added notices to the current 

pile outside the entrance to Wynnstay Park.  

It is truly disgusting the complete disrespect that the perpetrators 

exhibit, throwing their waste from car windows. The matter is 

significantly worse in Ruabon since the development at the wheel 

Island near Aldi”. 

As everyone must know by now, Friends of Ruabon have been 

conducting Litter Picks on a regular basis since before 2014 and up 

to the Covid period. Presently members take equipment from their 

store, on walks. Bill Smith (a founder member of the group) collects 

the bags and takes them to the dump. 

On Wednesday, members will walk once again at about 10.30-11am, 

each going to a selected area. If residents wish to borrow equipment 



to carry out a litter pick in their own time you will need to contact 

Jo Smith. A telephone number will be available this week and I will 

publish it in the News Letter next week. 

We all hope that soon, Lesley Griffiths A.M, will present us all with a 

solution to this environmental problem, caused wholly by irrisponsible 

car drivers AND residents. 
******************* 

Businesses urged to register for 
financial support. 

The Welsh Government is urging businesses to ensure they are 
registered for financial support to help them deal with the ongoing 
impacts of coronavirus. 

Last month, the Welsh Government announced an additional £200m 

package to help firms through to the end of March. This takes the 

Welsh Government’s business support package from the December 

to March period to £650m. 

The financial package is predominantly for businesses that pay non-

domestic rates and have been forced to close or operate differently 

as a result of coronavirus restrictions. 

As businesses need to have registered with their local 

authorities in October or later in order to receive the payments, 

the Welsh Government is urging firms that have not yet done so 

to take action now so they do not miss out. 

Under the support package, eligible businesses with a rates value 

of less than £12,000, such as a small hairdressers or florists, 

would be entitled to receive £6,000 for the December to March 

period. 

Firms with a rateable value below £150,000, for example a 

clothes shop, a restaurant or a gym, would be entitled to 

£10,000 for the same period of time. The money is to help 

cover costs like rent, utilities and insurance. 

This funding is on top of support from the Welsh Government’s 

£180m sector specific fund for tourism, tourism and hospitality 



businesses which received more than 8,000 applications before 

closing, as planned, on 29 January. It is also in addition to income 

support offered by the UK Government such as the Job Retention 

Scheme and 

Businesses that have received a payment via their local authority 

since the firebreak in October do not need to take further action. 

However, the Welsh Government estimates that there are 

thousands of eligible businesses that might not yet have registered 

for this support. 

Economy Minister Ken Skates said: “Welsh 

Government support continues to be crucial in protecting businesses 

and jobs throughout Wales. 

“Since the beginning of the pandemic, we have ensured more than 

£1.75 billion has reached the bank accounts of businesses to help 

them deal with the ongoing economic impact of coronavirus. 

“Eligible firms that pay non-domestic rates and have registered with 

their local authority since the firebreak in October should receive 

further support automatically so do not need to take further action. 

However, we know that too many firms have not yet registered. 

I urge those business owners to take action now so they can 

receive what they are entitled to. 

“This money will be absolutely vital in helping firms up and down the 

country through these incredibly challenging times.  

We do not want any business to miss out or go under because of 

inaction so if you pay non-domestic rates but have not 

registered with your local authority since before the firebreak in 

October please do so now.”-  

https://businesswales.gov.wales/coronavirus-advice/restrictions-

business-fund-local-authorities 
***************************** 

 

https://businesswales.gov.wales/coronavirus-advice/restrictions-business-fund-local-authorities
https://businesswales.gov.wales/coronavirus-advice/restrictions-business-fund-local-authorities


Users of the NHS Covid-19 App now eligible to 
apply for £500 self-isolation payment. 

Those asked to self-isolate via the NHS Covid-19 app will now be 

eligible to apply for the £500 self-isolation support payment, 

Minister for Housing and Local Government, Julie James has 

announced. 

From today app users who have been notified as being exposed to 

the virus, are on low income and at risk of financial hardship are 

eligible alongside those who have been asked to self-isolate by Test, 

Trace, Protect or parents whose child has been asked to self-isolate 

by their education setting. 

To be eligible to apply, app users will need to meet the criteria of 

the main scheme and be: 

• Employed or self-employed; 

• unable to work from home and will lose income as a result; and 

• (the applicant or their partner) are currently receiving, 

Universal Credit, Working Tax Credit, income-based 

Employment and Support Allowance, income-based Jobseeker’s 

Allowance, Income Support, Housing Benefit and/or Pension 

Credit; or 

• Have their application accepted under the discretionary element 

of Self-Isolation Support Scheme. 

To allow as many people notified by the app to apply as soon as 

possible, a temporary workaround has been created until a digital 

solution is available. Users can apply for the payment by contacting 

their local authority. However until the app is updated to verify 

individuals who has been asked to self-isolate, users will need to 

show evidence that the app has asked them to self-isolate in 

addition to evidence of reduced income when applying.  Local 

authorities will be able to accept and process applications for 

payments from Friday 5 February and applicants will be able to apply 

up to three weeks from their last date of isolation.   



The Minister for Housing and Local Government: Julie James 
said: 

“The Welsh Government is committed to protecting people’s health 

and wellbeing and we will continue to support the people of Wales 

during this difficult time. The £500 payment has already provided 

financial security to those asked to self-isolate, helping to break the 

cycle of transmission and ensure no one has to choose between 

feeding their family or going to work and potentially spreading the 

virus.” 

“Local Authorities have once again risen to the challenge of ensuring 

all those who need financial support throughout this pandemic receive 

it whilst we finalising work to allow people to apply directly through 

the app. They have already been working tirelessly I once again thank 

them for their hard work and dedication.” 

“I will continue to keep the scheme under review to ensure that those 

most in need receive the support they need to self-isolate and reduce 

transmission.” 

The self-isolation support payment became operational in Wales on 16 

November and was established to remove financial barriers faced by 

people who need to self-isolate. 

The scheme provides £500 payments for people who are employed or 

self-employed, who had been told to self-isolate by the Test, Trace, 

Protect (TTP) service and who are in receipt of Universal Credit or 

another specified benefit; or are a parent or care or a child asked to 

self-isolate due to an outbreak in an education setting.   

The scheme is administered by local authorities and includes a 

discretionary element to support people who are not on benefits but 

who meet the other criteria and are at risk of financial hardship. 

***************** 

20,000 affordable homes target, to be 

exceeded by end of government term 



The Welsh Government target to deliver 20,000 affordable homes 

by 2021 will be met–and exceeded– Housing Minister Julie James 
has announced. 

With 12 months’ of official figures still to come, the latest 

statistics show just under 3,000 new affordable homes were 

delivered in the 2019-20 financial year bringing the total number of 

homes delivered to 19,000. 

The figures released today highlight the Welsh Government has 

delivered the highest annual level of social homes since records 

began in 2008. 

The next set of official statistics, which will confirm the 20,000 

affordable homes target has been met, will be published in the 

autumn. 

Operational data suggests this target will be exceeded by March. 

Housing Minister Julie James said: 

“I’m thrilled to say we will comfortably hit our affordable homes 

target this term. The increase in affordable housing is a direct 

result of our record investment in housing during this term. 

“These are high-quality, energy efficient, warm homes, which have 

been built to last and, really importantly, are also affordable to run. 

“The last year has been challenging for everyone and it is fantastic 

to see that despite the pandemic and the impact it has had on house 

builders and Registered Social Landlords, we have still been able to 

build much-needed affordable homes at pace and scale. 

“Our own data tells us that we have hit and exceeded the 20,000 

target.” 

The Welsh Government has invested more than £2bn in housing 

across Wales this Senedd term, including £33m in the latest phase 

of the Innovative Housing Programme and more than £89m in the 

Social Housing Grant in 2020-21. 

Funding will continue in the next financial year with more than 

£200m earmarked for building homes that people can afford to buy 

and live in. 



The Minister added: “Ensuring everyone in Wales can have a high-

quality, affordable home is a top priority for this government and is 

key to our commitment of tackling and ending homelessness. 

“Affordable, secure and quality housing is at the heart of any 

community – enabling people and families to flourish in all aspects of 

their lives. We will not stop at 20,000 and we will continue to deliver 

housing for those who need it.” 

Joanna Davoile, director of development at Wales and West 

Housing, said: “Having a comfortable, safe and genuinely affordable 

home is more important than ever. Wales and West Housing is 

committed to helping Welsh Government meet its target of building 

20,000 affordable homes by the end of the current Senedd term.   

“We plan to build 2,500 homes over the next five years and have 

more than 900 new homes already under construction across Wales. 

“These include modern, energy-efficient homes in many Welsh local 

authority areas from Cardiff to Carmarthenshire, Conwy to 

Wrexham and across Ceredigion and Pembrokeshire. We are building 

a mixture of family homes, apartments, extra-care accommodation 

and specialist supported living accommodation to meet the needs of 

local communities.  

“Our affordable housing developments will support the local 

construction economy in Wales and create communities where our 

residents will be able to thrive.” 
******************************* 

Big funding boost for healthy travel. 
The Welsh Government have unveiled a £55 Million funding package 

for Councils to encourage people to take up healthier travel for 

short local journeys. 

The record funding boost represents an eleven-fold increase in 

the dedicated budget for investment in Active Travel in the last 

five years. 

“We want to make it easier for people to make every-day journeys in 

ways that benefits their help and the environment” Lee Waters, 

Deputy Minister for Economy and Transport, said.              

The 2021-22 budget has allocated more than £55m to be spent on 



active travel, an increase of £20m from last year - up from £5 

million in 2016 at the start of this Welsh Government term. 

The big rise in investment is part of a major push to support 

sustainable transport as part of the Welsh Government’s action on 

climate change. 

The new investment comes alongside the publication of new guidance 

to improve the design of new infrastructure. 

Lee Waters, Deputy Minister for Economy and Transport, 

said: “Changing travel habits is not easy to achieve, but we have to 

make a big effort if we are to tackle our health crisis and our 

climate crisis. We want local authorities to be ambitious in 

their plans, and to reach out to people who currently 

would not consider swapping a local car journey for a 

bike ride or a journey on foot and design safe routes 

that would encourage them to give it a try.” 
The new funding is part of a reform package which includes a major 

local consultation exercise in every local authority area to create a 

pipeline of schemes to make it more attractive to walk and cycle. 
Councils have been invited to apply for schemes that can make a real 

difference to the numbers walking and cycling in their areas. They 

can use the money for small-scale schemes like upgrading narrow 

routes that have become overcrowded, or removing barriers that 

block wheelchairs or cycle trailers, as well as for the planning of 

bigger and more complex schemes. 

Councils will be encouraged to work together to better connect 

places that may happen to lie in different council areas, but 

where many people travel between. 

The Welsh Government has also published two sets of guidance 

designed to further improve conditions for active travel.  

1. The first set of guidance aims to ensure that when street-

works are put in place that the safety of walkers and cyclists 

are planned for. It has been drafted in collaboration with 

Sustrans and the Welsh Highway Authorities and Utilities 

Committee. 



2. The second guidance focuses on active travel improvements on 

trunk roads, which the Welsh Government are responsible for 

managing. The guidance is aimed at ensuring that whenever 

improvements are made to trunk roads in Wales, full 

consideration is given to how conditions for walking and cycling 

can be improved as part of the project, both within and beyond 

the trunk road boundary. 
**************** 

WST BOARD 5TH FEBRUARY 2021 

The Wrexham Supporters Trust 

are pleased to issue the following 

update regarding the proposed 

takeover of the club by Rob 

McElhenney and Ryan Reynolds.  

Last month we informed supporters that contracts had 

been exchanged and the sale of the Club was pending 

approval of a change to our rules- as voted for by WST 

members- by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). 

Wrexham Supporters Trust are pleased to inform 

supporters we have today received such approval from the 

FCA. 

Both parties shall now work to formally complete the sale of 

shares in Wrexham AFC next week. 

We would like to thank supporters for their patience in this 

process and reassure you that: the Wrexham Supporters 

Trust will make a full statement once this is completed. 
 

The Board of the Wrexham Supporters Trust 
FCA Approval https://wst.org.uk/?p=1599#WxmAFC 

 ******************** 

 

https://wst.org.uk/?author=4
https://wst.org.uk/?m=20210205
https://wst.org.uk/?p=1599&fbclid=IwAR0oXVuVzwA8iz7J3cgXwe-eVKTEKwpOBhuOpyGoqPf_WID7_VTP0NcNm0U
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wxmafc?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXbKUaxf_jaF9f_L4fOpYm2g6LQU6rhGmw2nI7hFGX_a9mj4vOCQt0DyBtIPXsYmci4gUMML-jmHSxD3YNXwIaqu-CTOVA9vf5zeJaBwEwGaTliZNxa7LXyOFqyib6LqC67U9NbP8-yUS8xuOiF0c4BdhGFal8ramvIsRvMNijjQA&__tn__=*NK-y-R


Wrexham Parent Support Group Leaders 

Contact Cymru invites you to our FREE Wrexham Re:Group 
Session for Parent Carer Support Groups and organisations 
supporting families with disabled children (inc. additional needs, 
with and without diagnosis) in the Wrexham area.  
Monday 22nd February 1pm – 3pm. Zoom conference 
 
Looking to develop your networks and relationships with other 
local parent-led groups, charities or agencies on your patch? Or 
perhaps you simply want to recruit new members? Re:Group is a 
great place to start! 
Find out more about and book your group places on the link 
below: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138595554033.  Wrexham 22 Feb  

******************** 

Good afternoon, AVOW and The National Lottery Community 

Fund are hosting an informal coffee morning focusing on Black, 

Asian and Minority Ethnic led organisations and individuals who 

want to make a difference in the community. 

The session is designed to be an open space to discuss ideas, 

foster working partnerships, and identify barriers to accessing 

further support in the third sector.  

The Coffee Morning Session: 

✓ Where: Zoom – by following the registration link attached 
below (pink button) 

✓ When: 10th February 2021 – Wednesday 
✓ What time: from 10:00 am – you are welcome to join us or 

leave the session at any time 
 

Please feel free to share this email with your network. 
We look forward to meeting you very soon. 

Kindest regards,  

Anna Szymanska 

BAME Community Support Officer 

Tel: 07518 056654      

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138595554033?fbclid=IwAR1XJ_CWGZKhUJOgTncg1GdWw4KjOvp8lFRo3Qf6fQBr1UVaA7My0tMSN3U


Anna.szymanska@avow.org 

Please note my working days are Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:00-

16:00, with flexibility.  
AVOW | Tŷ Avow | 21 Egerton Street | Wrexham | LL11 1ND 

AVOW | Tŷ Avow | 21 Stryd Egerton | Wrecsam | LL11 1ND 

Tel/ Ffôn: 01978 312556  info@avow.org|  

*************************** 

I have received the following email from Juliette Mackenzie, 

together with the attached WORD document, which opens up more 

possibilities for the young people in Ruabon and the surrounding 

area: 

“I work in Ruabon Youth Club coordinating the youth work running 

from the centre of excellence on Stanley Grove.  We have had the 

opportunity to invest some money in rejuvenating the green space 

outside the centre and making the area more welcoming, accessible 

and playful.  To this end we are trying to ask the children and young 

people to contribute their ideas and give us direction about what 

they enjoy doing in their free time.  Obviously, during this pandemic, 

we are unable to contact young people directly and was wondering if 

you would be able to support the circulation of this attached 

questionnaire? “  

Juliet Mackenzie 
Tîm Chwarae a Chefnogi Ieuenctid / Play and Youth Support Team  

   01978 298362 – Mob 07764561260 

  Canolfan Ragoriaeth Rhiwabon, Ffordd Stanley, Rhiwabon, Wrecsam. LL14 6AH 

  Ruabon Centre of Excellence, Stanley Grove, Ruabon, Wrexham.   LL14 6AH     

   wrecsam.gov.uk  

   twitter.com/cbswrecsam | twitter.com/wrexhamcbc  

  facebook.com/cyngorwrecsam  | facebook.com/wrexhamcouncil Am ragor o wybodaeth. 

http://www.wrexham.gov.uk/welsh/leisure_tourism_w/play_w/right_to_play.htm 

 For more information about play In Wrexham. 

http://www.wrexham.gov.uk/english/leisure_tourism/play/index.htm” 

 

 

 

mailto:Anna.szymanska@avow.org
mailto:info@avow.org%7C
http://www.twitter.com/wrexhamcbc
http://www.facebook.com/wrexhamcouncil
http://www.wrexham.gov.uk/welsh/leisure_tourism_w/play_w/right_to_play.htm
http://www.wrexham.gov.uk/english/leisure_tourism/play/index.htm


 

St Mary’s School, Ruabon 

APPLICATIONS FOR 
NURSERY PLACES 

 
If you have, or know of, a child turning three before 31st 

August 2021 you can now apply online for a Nursery place at 
St Mary’s Church in Wales School, Ruabon. 

If you would like to speak to us for further information, 
please contact the school on 

01978 820979. 
 

Online admissions must be completed by 

  19th February 2021.

 

 

 

               St Mary’s School, Ruabon 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the link for the Neighbourhood Watch 

page where you can register to become a 

volunteer. A group of people is needed, people to 

admin the group as well as people to actually 

monitor the area. Please register if you can help 

out.  www.ourwatch.org.uk/join.     Please also email  

clerk@ruaboncommunitycouncil.gov.wales too, so that we can get a group together. 

http://www.ourwatch.org.uk/join
mailto:clerk@ruaboncommunitycouncil.gov.wales


 St Mary’s Church 

A message from the Rev’d. Kate Tiltman:  

The Church is closed for Anglican 

worship until we are advised by our 

bishop that it is safe to open again 

on a Sunday.   

The Roman Catholics are still holding 

mass every Sunday at 11am. 
______________________________________ 

 

This delightful tea cosy was created by 

Sarah Giles.  

I am not normally drawn  inanimate 

objects but I am loathe to part with 

‘him’ – alias: ‘Shawn the Sheep’.  

Sarah is also an RCC member and a 

member of Friends of Ruabon AND she 

also has many more ‘hats’! 
 

 

 
***************************** 

There should be three more attachments to go with this News Letter - all three 

with local news:  

1. A Word doc. to fill out by those young people/parents interested in 

outdoor activities at the Youth Centre. 

2. The AVOW report kindly sent in for us by Cllrs. Dana Davies and Joan 

Lowe 

3. Ken Skates’ News Letter. 

If any prove to be ‘too big’ I will send them separately.   

Please do keep sending in your items of interest – each one will be of interest to 

many. Thank you,  

Sybil.  bremner.millhouse@btinternet.com. 
 

mailto:bremner.millhouse@btinternet.com

