St Mary’s School, Ruabon
APPLICATIONS FOR
NURSERY PLACES
If you have, or know of, a child turning three before
31st August 2021 you can now apply online for a
Nursery place at St Mary’s Church in Wales School,
Ruabon.
If you would like to speak to us for further
information, please contact the school on
01978 820979.
Online admissions must be completed by
19th February 2021.

St Mary’s School, Ruabon

Thank you to John Faragher for this photo and the positive
news that this is the start of work on Ruabon Station to
install a ticket machine

Households across Wrexham will soon be asked to take part in
Census 2021.
The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives us the most
accurate estimate of all the people and households in England and
Wales. It has been carried out every decade since 1801, with the
exception of 1941.
Cllr Hugh Jones, Lead Member for Communities, Partnerships, Public
Protection and Community Safety, said: “We are working with the
Office for National Statistics to encourage a high participation rate
in Census 2021. Nothing else gives so much detail about the society
in which we live, helping to make decisions with the potential to
transform lives for the better. We strongly encourage Wrexham
residents to take part.”

It will be the first to be run predominantly online, with households
receiving a letter with a unique access code, allowing them to
complete the questionnaire on their computers, phones or tablets.
“A successful census will ensure everyone from local government to
charities can put services and funding in the places where they are
most needed,” Iain Bell, Deputy National Statistician at the Office
for National Statistics, said.
“This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries, schools and new
transport routes. That’s why it is so important everyone takes part
and we have made it easier for people to do so online on any device,
with help and paper questionnaires for those that need them.”
Census day will be on March 21, but households across the country
will receive letters with online codes allowing them to take part from
early March.
The census will include questions about your sex, age, work, health,
education, household size and ethnicity. And, for the first time,
there will be a question asking people whether they have served in
the armed forces, as well as voluntary questions for those aged 16
and over on sexual orientation and gender identity.
In Wales, households will also be asked a specific question about
their Welsh language skills. And those who wish to complete the
census in Welsh can do so both online and in paper form. There are
“Cymraeg” and “English” buttons to switch between languages at any
time online, and on paper you can use Welsh and English on the same
form.
Results will be available within 12 months, although personal records
will be locked away for 100 years, kept safe for future generations.
For more information, visit census.gov.uk.
__________________
Census Day is Sunday 21 March It’s easy to take part. If you need
help to fill in your form, we’ve got it covered. We will send you a
letter with an access code. Visit our secure website and enter your
access code to get started. If you, or anyone you know, needs help a
wide range of support services are available.
_________________

“IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM
RUABON MEDICAL CENTRE
Firstly, we would like to wish all patients, colleagues and
associates a happy, healthy and safe New Year.
Covid-19 Vaccinations
We have been receiving an unprecedented number of calls
regarding the Covid-19 vaccinations. We know this can be an
anxious time for many, but please note that we are
currently unable to answer any questions that you may have
at this time nor are we currently providing appointments.
Please wait patiently to be contacted over the coming
weeks and months.
Please visit the Public Health Wales website for the latest
information and advice as the situation is regularly evolving.
You can find answers to most frequently asked questions on
the Public Health Wales COVID-19 vaccination information
pages.
Telephone calls to the surgery
The excessive amount of calls we have been receiving
recently about the Covid vaccination, has been blocking our
phone lines, and in turn has been restricting medical
emergency calls from being dealt with. We are kindly asking
that all patients please help us by refraining from calling
any GP surgery about this matter. Thank you all in advance
for your cooperation.

In the interest of everyone’s safety, face to face
appointments at the surgery are still reduced. As a result
there is an ongoing increase in telephone calls due to
telephone triage which means that all of our telephone lines
are regularly in use. Call volumes have also increased due to
the frequent enquiries that patients have been asking
regarding the Covid vaccination.
We apologise if you’ve had difficulties getting through to
us, or you’ve been waiting a long time to speak with
someone. We’d like to thank you for your ongoing
patience during what are difficult times for us all.
All requests to visit the surgery will continue be assessed
over the telephone by an appropriate member of staff.
Please DO NOT attend the surgery unless you have been
advised to do so by a staff member.
Please continue to post all prescription requests in the wall
mounted post box situated beside the staff entrance door
at the end of the building (closest to the private houses).
Please note that we cannot accept repeat prescription
requests over the telephone.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all patients
of Ruabon Medical Centre for the kindness, generosity and
patience shown to us, and we sincerely thank you for ongoing
understanding and co-operation.
Regards
Practice Manager – Ruabon Medical Centre.”

HOW TO USE A TABLET
FREE COURSE!
Chat, browse and purchase safely on-line!
Monday, 1st February 2021–Ruabon Village Hall 1pm-3pm
Lockdown has led to many people not being able to shop online,
unable to speak to their loved ones and generally feeling very alone
and after Christmas, January can be a long month!
Ruabon Community Council working with Coleg Cambria wants to
help you get a little bit of normality back into your life. So why not
join our Computer tablet course for beginners.
You do not even need your own tablet computer!
Starting on the 1st February 2021 at the Ruabon Village Hall, we
are planning a course to run on a Monday afternoon over 10 weeks
for 2 hours between 1pm and 3pm. Due to social distancing rules
there will be 7 places available on a first come first served basis
but if we get more numbers, we can consider extra course provision.

Using a Tablet Computer: Course length: 10 weeks
MONDAYS 1.00-3.00pm
Aimed at learners who want to become more confident using a tablet
computer. Learners may bring their own devices or use one provided
by the college during the course. The course will cover:
➔

switching on a tablet

➔

navigating around a tablet and identifying the main parts

➔

using a multi touch screen

➔

using the internet to find out specific information (e.g. the

news, weather, council information, public transport information)
➔

shopping online and knowing how to complete an online payment

➔

completing online forms

➔

staying safe online

➔

communicating with others online, e.g. using email

➔

downloading and using applications (apps)

➔

taking and viewing photos

➔

changing settings on a tablet

This is an accredited course. Learners will work
towards an Agored Cymru - Using a Smart Device
unit as part of the course. If you are interested,
then please contact Paul Tincello on 07947 530140
or message Ruabon Community Council on
Facebook.

Many thanks to David Goodban
(Staff Cymorth yr Aelod, Member Support Staff <senedd.wales)

who has sent in the following positive information
especially for the Ruabon News Letter:

“£4.9m to make digital public
services better for the people of
Wales
The Welsh Government is investing £4.9m to improve digital
public services in Wales so that they are easier and slicker
for people to use.
One consequence of the coronavirus pandemic has been that many
more people have needed or chosen to access public services online,
and this has already driven the transformation of some digital
services.
Deputy Minister for Economy and Transport, Lee Waters has said he
wants this £4.9m investment in digital public services to drive more
innovative and user friendly approaches across Wales.
The funding will be directed to the Centre for Digital Public Services,
which was established last year to transform the design and delivery
of digital public services.
The investment will support specialised training programmes and
digital squads who will work with public sector organisations and help
them to drive up their digital knowledge and improve their online
services.
This will help ensure that people accessing public service digitally can
have an experience that is as easy and user friendly as when they shop
or bank online.

The funding is part of the Welsh Government’s Digital Strategy for
Wales which is being ‘crowdsourced’ to test ideas and gather new
suggestions. The strategy will determine how the Welsh Government
harnesses digital, data, technology and AI now and in the future to
benefit people in Wales.
Deputy Minister for Economy and Transport, Lee Waters said: “Digital
is now a central part of all our lives and that has never been more
evident than during the pandemic.
“It is crucial that our public services evolve to meet the changing
expectations of the people who need and use them, and that they are
as simple to use and intuitive as many of the services we access when
we are online shopping or providing our energy meter readings.
“We want people to be able to easily access the services they want
through a few clicks of the mouse or taps of the screen. This means
ensuring that first class digital services become the norm in our public
services and this investment in skills, leadership and standards will be
key to helping us achieve that goal.”
Chief Executive of the Centre for Digital Public Services, Sally
Meecham said: “The Centre for Digital Public Services will support the
Welsh public sector to deliver good digital public services that meet
the needs of all users. It’s absolutely brilliant to have received this
investment and the commitment to continue our work.
“This will allow us to work with colleagues across the public sector in
Wales and our ever-growing network of partners, suppliers and
stakeholders to deliver inclusive and accessible public services and
ensure the people that design and deliver the services have the right
skills, capability, ambition and support.”

RUABON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
COMMUNITY AGENT
It has been a challenging year for everyone, and this is
set to continue into the rest of 2020 and 2021. If you
or a relative or friends are experiencing loneliness,
isolation, anxiety - or just simply a lack of contact to
help with everyday life, particularly if you are over 50,
then help is available.
Supported by the Ruabon Community Council, the
Community agent works with over 50’s in Ruabon
providing easy access to a wide range of information to
help people make informed choices about their present
and future needs.
HELP – SUPPORT – SIGNPOSTING - ADVICE –
GUIDANCE - ASSISTANCE
Are you or someone you know looking for free
confidential, information and advice on local services?
You are not sure who to turn to and you live in Ruabon?
Or if you just want to chat about your concerns or an
issue? The service is free!
Just contact your Ruabon Community Agent Paul Tincello
using the contact details below:
Telephone: 07947 530140
Email: communityagentruabon@gmail.com

I have taken some copy (two items) from the Avow attachment sent
in for us by our Wrexham Councillors: Dana Davies and Joan Lowe to
show some of the positivity reported:
“At present there is a mass vaccination centre in Deeside, Llandudno and Bangor and
care home staff and other health/social care are receiving their jabs in additional
locations. This week has seen the start of vaccines at a few of the GP surgeries in the
County with a larger rollout in the coming two weeks as the supplies start to increase.

Additional larger community facilities are due to open around the
18th January in Glyndwr University and Splash Leisure Centre in
Plas Madoc.
The link to a useful Frequently Asked Questions from Public Health
Wales for individuals can be found on this web link –
https://phw.nhs.wales/topics/immunisation-and-vaccines/covid-19vaccination-information/about-the-vaccine/
If you are a Health and Social care professional, there is a different set of information
resources:https://phw.nhs.wales/topics/immunisation-and-vaccines/covid-19-vaccinationinformation/resources-for-health-and-social-care-professionals/#FAQs
For any reader who is technically minded there is a short video that outlines the
background to the vaccines.
https://vimeo.com/publichealthwales/download/497257852/82e6184818”
AVOW is currently exploring the development of a County wide Community Lottery
which will enable organisations of various sizes to gain funds with very little
administration and also create a central community grant fund scheme that AVOW will
administer. The Lottery will have a top prize of £25,000 in the weekly draw. This will
be a Lottery aimed directly at raising funds for local organisations. This is in the
development stage and any organisation interested in gaining funds from the scheme
are invited to a meeting on Thursday 11th February at 1.00pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83759626858?pwd=cjVidHYzdDNINU51ZW8xMThkSTNl
UT09&from=addon.
______________

The following information received from David Goodban (Staff
Cymorth yr Aelod, Member Support Staff <senedd.wales) this
afternoon:

New Covid vaccination strategy published
All eligible adults will be offered a Covid vaccine by the autumn,
under ambitious plans published by the Welsh Government today

Health Minister Vaughan Gething will today publish the Covid-19
Vaccination Strategy, which sets out three key milestones.
It comes as the latest figures show more than 86,000 people have
received the vaccine. Wales will publish daily vaccine figures from
today.
The three milestones set out in the plan are:
By mid-February – all care home residents and staff; frontline
health and social care staff; everyone over 70 and everyone
who is clinically extremely vulnerable will have been offered
vaccination.
• By the Spring – vaccination will have been offered to all the
other phase one priority groups. This is everyone over 50 and
everyone who is at-risk because they have an underlying health
condition.
• By the autumn – vaccination will have been offered to all other
eligible adults in Wales, in line with any guidance issued by the
Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI).
In total, around 2.5m people throughout Wales could be offered
Covid vaccines by September, depending on further advice from the
JCVI.
The strategy depends on sufficient and regular supplies of the
vaccines being delivered. It will be kept under review in line with
supply of the vaccine and any further advice from the JCVI.
Health Minister Vaughan Gething said:
The Covid vaccines offer our best hope of a return to the normality
we are looking forward to after such a difficult year, which has
turned all our lives upside down.
“Delivering this vaccination programme to the people in Wales is a
huge task but an enormous amount of work is going on to make it a
success.
“We are making good progress with thousands more people being
vaccinated every day.
“Over the coming week we will see the programme pick up further
speed with more clinics opening and the first vaccines to be given by
pharmacists.”
•

To reach as many people as safely and as quickly as possible, we are
continuing to accelerate the vaccination programme as more supplies
of the two vaccines become available.
This includes:
• The number of mass vaccination centres increasing to 35 over
the coming weeks, with at least one in each county. We started
with seven, five weeks ago.
• Military support in the mass vaccination centres – there are 14
immunisers and 70 other personnel providing support.
• 100 GP practices providing clinics by the end of this week.
• The first pharmacies to provide the Oxford-AstraZeneca
vaccine will start vaccinating in North Wales in the next week.
• 14 mobile units, run by community nurses, which are taking the
vaccine to care homes.
• Text message vaccination appointment reminders.
Dr Gillian Richardson, who leads the Covid vaccination programme in
Wales, said:
This is the biggest vaccination programme Wales has ever seen and
the NHS is working incredibly hard to get the vaccine to as many
people as possible, safely and as quickly as we can.
“People will be invited to come and have a vaccination at a clinic close
to their home or at one of the mass vaccination centres. I know
everyone is really keen to get their jab but please wait until you are
contacted for your turn.
“Vaccination will give us a path out of this pandemic but it will take
us a little while to protect all the people in Wales who need it – this
is why it’s so important everyone continues to take steps to protect
themselves and their families from coronavirus.
Data for the number of COVID-19 vaccines administered in Wales
will be available every week day from today.
The daily release accounts for the total number of vaccines given
until 10pm the previous day, which have been recorded on the
COVID-19 Welsh Immunisation System. Actual figures will be higher
due to ongoing data entry.
___________________________

“Aimed at families, our
13yo+ @OUFreeLearning
content hub contains
everything from
Everyday Maths to Wild
Weather Kitchen
Experiments.
Want a mini sandstorm in your kitchen? There’s an ap
for that……
http://ow.ly/XprZ50z47SS”
______________________
Very best wishes to all of you and special thanks to those
who have sent in articles, photos and posters for everyone
to enjoy.
If you have plans/ideas for the future that you would like
to share-these would also be very welcome. Sybil.
(bremner.millhouse@btinternet.com).

