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  Update on Major Investment   Projects at  

   Ysgol Rhiwabon 
Completion of the Science and Technology       

      Building Upgrade 
ALL Intime for the students returning to school 

1. The exterior of the building has seen a complete new and up to 
date roof installed across the whole building, with the latest insulation, 
along with the removal of old skylights, to be replaced with new, more 
effective sky lights. 

      Roof before                                                                 Roof 
after 

2. Inside, a. New more energy efficient 
lighting has been installed, along with a new 
emergency lighting system to increase safety. 
New ceiling tiles and interior skylights 
compliment the lighting system to make the 
interior environment more pleasant to pupils 
and staff to work in. 
 

b. The update of T10, one of our 
IT Suites will be ready for use in 
September to compliment the use 
of mobile technology now widely 
used at the school, utilising the 
previous summer IT infrastructure 
project to improve the wi-fi on the 
site. 
 

https://www.ysgolrhiwabon.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/PICT0027-1.jpg
https://www.ysgolrhiwabon.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Aug-5-pics-zioxi-025.jpg


c. The walls of the block  
have been repaired and painted to provide a lighter, 
airy feel to the inside of the building.   
            
     

 
 
 

d. New Toilet facilities for 
pupils: 

The main toilet facilities for 
pupils have been fully 
updated with more modern 
and energy efficient fixtures 
and fittings, for the benefit of 
pupils whilst at school. 

                     

 Driveway 

 
The main driveway to 
and around the school 
has been removed 
and replaced with 
improved curbing and 
surfacing.  
 
 

 

 

Melanie Ferron-Evans, Head Teacher at Ysgol Rhiwabon, has 

sent out a letter to all parents informing them of the 

details that have been put in place for the safety of the 

children. 

The letter appears as an attachment. 
______________________________ 
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  Wrexham News from WCBC 
Key messages for this week 
• Pupils begin to return to school next 
week. We want this to be as safe as possible 
for everyone. 
• School transport. Pupils will be asked 
to wear face coverings on school transport. 

• School meals will be a little different. 
• It’s the last bank holiday before Christmas and if you’re 

heading to town with friends or family please stay safe 
and plan your visit beforehand 

In case you missed it… 
This briefing note is a summary of announcements and changes 
over the past few days… 

Covid-19 – What you need to know before your child goes 
back to school:   
For those attending Ysgol Ruabon please refer to the 
information in the attachment from Melanie Ferron-Evans 
(Head Teacher) 
If you’re a parent or carer, you’ll know that schools across Wrexham will be 
opening for the new term from Tuesday, 1st . 

For most schools it’ll be a phased return over two weeks, with different 

year groups returning on different days, and your school will have been in 

touch to confirm arrangements. 
We want the return to be as safe as possible for everyone and we’ve 
published information on what parents and pupils can expect next week 

and what’s also expected of pupils and their parents/carers. 

School transport. Pupils will be required wear face coverings 
on school transport 
School transport will be operating when pupils return and 

parents/carers can be assured that there’s an emphasis on safety 

for pupils travelling via school buses or taxis. 



Those pupils 11 years and over are required to wear face 
coverings when they return to school using home to school 
transport. There’ll also be regular cleaning of transport. 
We’ve prepared some frequently asked questions and a protocol 
so please make sure you’re aware of everything that’s expected. 

School meals will be provided when children return to school 
next week – but they may be served differently 
In order to minimise contact between staff and pupils our school 
meals service has reviewed its current menus and changed them 
slightly into a two week cycle so they can all be served in 
disposable containers and they’ll be using compostable cutlery. 
Each school will have its own arrangements for serving school 
meals but it’s very likely that there will be staggered meal times, 
some meals will be taken directly to the classroom with a smaller 
number of pupils using the dining areas. 

________________________________ 

So WSO…. It is not a happy picture at the present time. The 

concert in November has been cancelled as we understand that 

access to the William Aston Hall is unlikely to be available until 2021. 

 

We have yet to make the decision about February and as much as we 

would like to push ahead with that, we are uncertain.  It is likely 

that a decision will be made in October or November about this. 

 

One idea we have, if there is a prolonged shutdown, is to recreate 

the very first concert by a string ensemble…… and seek to use the 

Memorial Hall once that is open for public use…. We are keeping this 

option under review. On a brighter note, we continue to run ‘The 

Virtual Concert Hall’ with a full daily schedule from 8am through to 

10pm.     https://www.facebook.com/groups/1106805319668553 

_____________________ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1106805319668553


Please send an email to Wrexham County Borough Council 

to let them know what you think about ‘free after 2pm’ 

Town Car Parking Initiative Proposal: 

A new free parking 

initiative has been 

proposed for council 

owned car parks in 

Wrexham town 

centre. 

Currently parking is 

free all day in all local authority car parks as part of 

an initiative to boost footfall in the town as lockdown was 

eased. 

However this is set to finish at the end of September. 

Wrexham Council is now inviting members of the public to 

have their say a series of new parking proposals for the 

town centre. 

These include free parking after 2pm in council car parks 

after 2pm – excluding Ty Pawb. However it is proposed 

that the all-day parking fee at the arts and market facility 

is increased from £2.50 a day up to £3.00 a day with 

increases for season tickets. 

A new Off Street Parking Place Order could also be 

introduced at Wrexham Bus Station to allow for the “safe 

management” of the station and the disabled bays at that 

location. 

Parking will remain at £1.00 per day at Wrexham’s country 

parks and at  

£2.00 per day at Ruabon Station. 
 

http://www.wrexham.com/news/shoppers-encouraged-to-take-advantage-of-free-parking-in-council-owned-car-parks-in-town-191012.html


Previously we have reported on our questions to the Leader 

of Wrexham Council on car parking charges, where Cllr 

Pritchard stated his desire to keep the current free 

parking promo past September: “I think the days of local 

councils using car parking charges as a cash cow to generate 

income for the economy for councils has gone.” 

Cllr Pritchard said, “If this administration has a 

commitment to support the town, and keep on preaching 

that we want to support the town and bring people in, we 

have to give something. We can’t change the business rates 

and the council tax, that’s outside our decision making. But 

on the car parking, we can.  

There are two issues in town centres: 1. business rates 

and 2. car parking,  

let’s be frank about it. We should do what we can.” 

As the Council Leader pointed to the political support 

needed to bring his vision to a reality, we asked the Deputy 

Council Leader, and administration partner, Cllr David 

Bithell about the topic – however he was non-committal on 

the idea. 

Members of the public are invited to put forward comments 

about the proposals to via parking@wrexham.gov.uk or in 

writing by no later than 13/09/2020. 

(Top pic: Town centre car parks, which have been rammed 

recently.)___________________________________ 

Ty Pawb 

has re-opened for the markets and food 

court.   However it is unlikely that any family events 

http://www.wrexham.com/news/council-carparks-set-to-remain-free-until-september-council-leader-indicates-the-days-of-carparks-as-a-cash-cow-are-over-if-he-gets-political-support-187219.html
http://www.wrexham.com/news/council-carparks-set-to-remain-free-until-september-council-leader-indicates-the-days-of-carparks-as-a-cash-cow-are-over-if-he-gets-political-support-187219.html


will be able to be held for a while.  The next item on 

the agenda is the Wrexham Open Exhibition which is 

currently scheduled to launch on 3rd October. There 

has been a record 

submission of over 1000  

items from 360 artists so 

we are very keen to 

ensure that this event 

happens. 

___________________ 

Do you have a refillable bottle of gas to use with 

a barbecue, camping stove or similar? 
Lots of people have these at home for various reasons, but 

care must be exercised when storing, handling or using 

bottled gas. 

Wrexham Council’s Trading Standards Officers are 

currently investigating an incident involving a gas bottle in 

the back garden of a home in Wrexham. 

A 10kg bottle of gas connected to a barbecue ruptured, 

causing immediate escape of the gas from the bottle. 

Although the gas did not ignite (the barbecue was not in use 

at the time), the force of the escaping gas was enough to 

send the bottle and the attached barbecue across the 

garden and through a fence. No one was present at the time 

and no one was injured. 

Urgent investigations continue into the cause of the failure 

and to identify if there is any cause for concern that there 

are any further suspect bottles in circulation. 



In the meantime, Trading Standards are warning residents 

to ensure they are storing and using bottled gas safely. 
• Store gas bottles outdoors (not in the garage). If that’s not 

possible keep them somewhere that is well ventilated. 

• Keep them away from building entry/exit points. 

• Store bottles well away from any source of heat or ignition. 

• Store them upright and secured against falling over. 

• Do not store in basements or cellars. 

• In hot weather, store them in the shade out of direct sunlight. 

________________________________ 

 



Here at ‘Communities for Work Plus’ we have been utilising 

online training for our clients to upskill and put them in a 

better position to gain employment in a competitive market.  

Since the present working conditions nearly 50 people have 

accessed online training with about half of those already 

achieving a qualification.  

These range from qualifications supporting building and 

factory work such as: 

 Asbestos Awareness, Warehouse Safety training and 

Manual Handling to teaching support and care jobs, with 

Child Mental Health Training, Safeguarding Vulnerable 

Adults (SOVA) Training and Managing Challenging Behaviour.  

 

Our clients and mentors have found online training to be a 

quick and effective way to gain a qualification. This has 

helped clients to build their confidence and boost their CV. 

As well as helping individuals, we have used online training to 

support community groups. Two groups in Llay have had 

members enrol on a Food Hygiene course which has enabled 

them to assist in preparing food in their community. 

For general enquiries contact us on: 

07976200413/ 07976200414 .  Or email;cfw@wrexham.gov.uk  
  Cymunedau am waith; Communities for Work 

“Just do it, you can achieve so much. 

It opens so many doors” 

          from Damian 
 

 



 

 

 

‘INVITATION to join AVOW’s 

Community Buildings Network’ 

 
If you are a committee member managing a community 

building or know of any other ‘charity/not for profit’ 

groups who are responsible for managing buildings, come  

and join AVOW’s ‘Community Buildings Network’ to share 

up to date information, news updates and good practise 

from your peers, this will help to ensure you are adhering 

to the ever changing climate post covid19. 

By subscribing to this invitation AVOW  have a wealth of 

information, contacts and expertise that could benefit 

you and your organisation, we look forward to hearing 

from you. 

 

 Please contact:  

Rafat, Community Development Officer on: 

rafat.arshad-roberts@avow.org Tel: 01978 312 556. 

_________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rafat.arshad-roberts@avow.org
http://www.bcugetinvolved.wales/


 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

In a recent letter received by Frances Jones 

from Network Rail, with the title: 

Safety-critical vegetation management Ruabon  

It was stated that the company ‘will be carrying out a controlled 

programme of tree, plant and foliage management.’ The reason 

stated was that the safety of the general public, travelling 

passengers and Network Rail staff ‘are the number one priority and 

that uncontrolled vegetation and leaf fall can pose a serious risk to 

the running of the railway.’ 

Evidently, this year storms have led to more than 63 incidents of 

fallen trees across the tracks, but with no-one harmed. 

This work is due to take place from the:  

7th to the 11th of September daytime from 08.00 to 16.30hrs 

14th to the 18th September night time from 11.00hrs to 

05.30hrs(Monday night to Friday morning)     Photo  taken by Frances Jones 

 

However, as no mention of the tree 

growing out from the fabric of the 

Railway Bridge, has been mentioned I 

made a phone call today and it was 

noted that I had not yet received a 

reply to the notification I had given 

about this tree and its inappropriate 

choice of an anchor point.   

After a very pleasant phone call, I 

have been promised a reply as to 

whether or not this tree will be ‘dealt 

with’ during the work scheduled.  

So on a positive note I hope I will be 

able update you all in next week’s 

News Letter.    
 



 

 

 

 

 

Press Release / Datganiad i’r Wasg - Simon Baynes MP/AS 

Member of Parliament for Clwyd South / Aelod Seneddol dros Dde Clwyd 

Thursday 27 August 2020 

WALES BOOSTED BY £32,226,155 OF UK GOVERNMENT 

INVESTMENT IN SMALL BUSINESSES 
Clwyd South MP, Simon Baynes, has welcomed the announcement that the UK 

Government-owned British Business Bank has issued its 75,000th loan through 

its Start Up Loans programme, marking more than £623 million invested in small 

businesses across the UK since its launch in 2012. 

 

Across Wales, 3,443 loans have been made so far to small businesses and 

entrepreneurs, totalling £32,226,155 with the average loan being £9,360 

meaning that thousands of people have benefited from UK Government backed 

support where they may otherwise have struggled to access it. 

 

The Start Up Loans scheme has benefited every region and country in the UK, 

and underscores the government’s commitment to level up and improve 

opportunities across every part of the United Kingdom as we continue our 

recovery from coronavirus.  

 

The Conservative Government has already provided a huge and unprecedented 

package of support for businesses through this difficult time, including 

providing income support for self-employed workers, Bounce Back Loans of up to 

£50,000 for businesses experiencing financial difficulties, grants of up to 

£25,000 for the industries and small businesses which have been hardest hit by 

the coronavirus outbreak, a temporary cut in VAT for the tourism and 

hospitality sectors from 20 per cent to 5 per cent, and a 12-month business 

rates holiday for sectors which are struggling with cashflow issues. 

 

Self-employed people in Clwyd South have accessed £7,500,000 worth of 

Government grants, which do not need to be paid back, to cover lost earnings. 

And £20,514,589 has been paid out to local businesses in the form of Bounce 

Back Loans, which provides loans of up to £50,000 within days of an application. 

Simon Baynes MP said: 



“Small businesses in Clwyd South are the backbone of our local economy, and 

this Conservative UK Government has long been committed to giving them all the 

support they need to flourish and thrive. 

“Our Start Up Loans scheme has now provided £32,226,155 worth of 

investment and support to thousands of small businesses and entrepreneurs 

across Wales, including for those who may otherwise have struggled to access 

it, helping to drive investment here and boost our local economy. 

 

“As we build Clwyd South, Wales and Britain back in the months ahead, I will 

continue to work to give our local entrepreneurs and innovators all the support 

they need to keep them in business so they can create and protect jobs.” 

 

Business Secretary Alok Sharma said:  

“The Start Up Loans programme was set up by the government-owned British 

Business Bank to give funding and support to entrepreneurs who might 

otherwise struggle to access it, making a real difference to tens of thousands 

of entrepreneurs across the country.  

“Our plan to build back better will level up every region and sector of the UK 

economy, backing makers, doers and innovators regardless of background. 

“As well as finance, every loan recipient is offered a support package, including 

access to a free expert business mentor for 12 months to help them with every 

aspect of setting up a business.” 

ENDS 

Attached: Start Up Loans in Wales Graphic. 
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Dear Ruabon Newsletter Readers 

This isn't the contribution I had intended to send to the newsletter 

this week, but by some uncanny coincidence I came across this 

article when I was looking up information about a completely 

different subject and I thought it might be of interest. I call it 

“déjà vu flu".  From:   

There can be no doubt now, that  the epidemic of influenza which 

rages and spreads on the Continent has reached this country, even if 

it has not been present among us for some time . Abroad it has 

attacked high and low with great impartiality, showing ,perhaps, 

some preference for the high. It has affected the course of 

government and administration, and has considerably confused trade 

and commerce. How it has crossed the sea is uncertain. From some 

incidents which have been reported it would seem to have travelled 

hither in the continental mailbags. It is not without significance that 

the  outbreak should have been so sharp in the Foreign Office. In 

other instances there are no more obvious modes by which the 

infection should have developed itself than by that of 

correspondence. Should this be a true judgment of fact, it will be 

seen how in a land where correspondence is the chief vehicle of daily 

intercourse and business, the disease is likely to have a free course 

in the midst of every community. We must open our letters in spite 

of epidemic, and take the chances involved. The London hospitals are 

already making special provision for the reception of influenza 

patients. In Paris, these institutions have been overflowing with 

sufferers from the disorder, and a most melancholy picture is drawn 

of the ravages of the disease in that overcrowded city. Our own 

country enjoys in many respects a high sanitary reputation, and may 

hope to escape with less serious results than have visited France and 

other places on the Continent. As to the character of the disease, it 

is still spoken of by doctors as being a " mysterious" affection. It is 

an influenza, but with special difference from any other epidemic 



heretofore so called. The faculty, however, agree in thinking that 

properly treated it ought not to be regarded as a fatal disease. They 

would strongly inculcate the adoption of measures to procure 

physical and mental rest during the period of attack, but, as the 

Lancet said, panic can only add to the evil effects of the disease. 

Lord Salisbury is still suffering from a severe attack, and Mr 

Chaplain the new minister of agriculture , has also been struck down. 

The disease does not appear to be dangerous in itself , though it has 

proved fatal where no care has been shown, or where the patients 

were pre-disposed to some such form of attack. The symptoms are 

now fairly well defined, so that any person may know pretty well 

whether he has been attacked. Pains in the back and limbs, frontal 

headache, a foul tongue, constipation, and temperature ranging from 

100 degrees to 104 degrees. Common sense would seem to suggest 

that an excellent protective against the influenza would be a good 

stock of underclothing. However contagious, or infectious  or 

catching the new disease may be, the man or woman  who wraps up 

well, will possess an admirable fortification against its presence . 

There is something in fashion, of course and perhaps anyone without 

the influenza is a little behind the age, but still it is a very 

uncomfortable complaint, and those who can avoid it, will possess 

much advantage in doing so. When it has been caught, the  patient 

should take care of himself and fancy that he has got a bad cold, 

which is exactly the case, and he may be consoled to find that it can 

be got rid of by exactly the same  means as other colds. It is curious 

to observe, by the way, how influenza is making itself felt among the 

people employed in the postal and telegraph departments of the 

capital. In these departments influenza has numbered its victims by 

scores and hundreds. It has, however, to  be remarked that almost 

immediately a person in the postal or telegraph departments falls ill 

of a cold, the medical man orders them off duty for a day or two, so 

it would be unsafe hastily to mark everyone off duty as a victim of 

influenza. If we did we might be very near to falling into a panic 

about the epidemic, and  foolishly give ourselves away with terror.” 



How were things locally? This article was also in  

                   The Wrexham Advertiser 

Russian Influenza  at Wrexham 

We are sorry to report that several cases of influenza have 

occurred in the town . Whether it is the Russian  scare or not it  is 

somewhat difficult to decide, but several persons are laid up with a 

severe form of disagreeable disease. It should be remembered that 

Russian Influenza is not necessarily dangerous in itself, but too 

often it is accompanied by lung complications, and this forms a 

source of serious trouble. It is highly infectious , and visits of 

condolence with persons affected should not be paid. 

Russian Influenza has made its appearance in the town and 

neighbourhood of Oswestry. There are a few cases, including one 

(brought from London) at the residence of the County Magistrate. 

There has been a serious outbreak of the Influenza at Llanfyllin. A 

lady who resided as a governess in the neighbourhood was recovering 

from the disease, but was attacked with pleurisy and died. A 

considerable number of persons in the town are affected, in some 

houses nearly every person being attacked.” 
 

Just thinking, did the Victorians panic, have a lockdown, impose 

harsh restrictions and crash the economy ? Not likely! Ennys Hughes 

Thank you to Ennys Hughes for spending her time on this 

research for us to enjoy. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

This has reminded me that I owe my friend Margaret Williams, an 

apology for not thanking her for sharing her W.I. letter  with us all 

last week. The newsletter would not be as diverse without the 

contributions you all make and have made during the past years and 

So thanks to everyone for keeping it alive by your varied views and 

just reading it!! Sybil. 


