
Ysgol Rhiwabon staff and Governors would like to 

send our very best wishes to all our students, their 

families and the wider Ruabon community, including 

our feeder primary schools, through the Ruabon 

News Letter. We realise that this is a difficult and 

challenging time for all of us and that it is important 

to look after each other.

As a school, we have decided to send a kindness 

challenge out to everyone in the local community and 

particularly to the young people who attend Ysgol 

Rhiwabon. Last week we sent a pack home with every 

child to support learning at home. Now we are asking 

for a pack back! 



Public Acts of Community Kindness 

We are looking to award positive behaviour points to 

our learners for any public act of community kindness 

carried out from the safety of home. This might be 

writing postcards and letters to people who feel 

lonely through the necessary isolation, sharing 

creative art, music and dance through technology or 

completing chores around the house! Adults can join 

the challenge, as we would like to hear how our 

families in the area might be volunteering to shop and 

carry out important deliveries to those who are 

vulnerable or to hear about essential jobs that 

highlight a selfless way commitment to the health, 

safety and wellbeing of others. 

Next week there will be a form on our website to 

complete ready to share, or simply email in any 

information about acts of kindness in the community. 

In the future, we plan to celebrate this challenge 

through an Awards Ceremony and we will look 

forward to seeing you there. 

 We hope this will help our young people to, “Stay 

Home. Safe and Kind!” 

With all our best wishes, 

Melanie Ferron-Evans 

Headteacher 



In response to the closure of so many entertainment and 

socialising places and the continuing impact of the Virus, we 

have set up a public Facebook page called ‘The Virtual 

Concert Hall’ and each day we are uploading a range of 

entertainment for you to enjoy.   

Generally the daily schedule will work like this: 
 

      In the Morning (8am):    Morning Thoughts and Music 

        Lunchtime (12 noon):    Classic Comedy 

              Kids Time (3pm):    Fun and Films 

    Evening Concert (7pm):    Music right across the genres 

      After Hours: (10pm):   Late Night Jazz Blues and Soul 

Here is the link to the page:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1106805319668553/ 

It is a FREE page and people can upload their own favourite 

piece of music or performance. 

*** 

AND the message to everyone from 

Derek Jones, which preceded his page: 
Hello… and yes what a change a few weeks make? 

So as we are confined to quarters…. I have created a Facebook 

Public Page called The Virtual Concert Hall…… here is an outline of 

the page for you 

We have had a great response to the page with over 300 followers in 

less than a week 

Hope this helps add a sprinkle of encouragement to your readers at 

this difficult time 

Keep well and safe 

Derek Jones 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1106805319668553/


Friends of Ruabon 

 

Friends of Ruabon; St Mary’s Church and  Ruabon 

Community Council are working together with 

volunteers for Ruabon’s many residents who cannot 

leave their homes. 

The contact information above from last week still 

stands, with any updates added to Friends of Ruabon 

facebook page as the week progresses and recorded 

in next week’s Ruabon News Letter.   
 



“Thought maybe you would like to hear about my 

daughter Daisy. 
She’s 13 and a stroke 

survivor having had a 

stroke in 2008 after 

surgery. She wasn’t 

expected to survive and 

I was advised she would 

never get past new-born 

stage, yet here she is 

riding Charlie.  

She rides with a ‘Bar’ 

rein as she only has only 

got use of one hand.  

She was entering the 

Countrywide challenge for the Riding for Disabled but that’s 

been postponed.  

She is being really brave about not being able to go riding, 

she said she’s faced worse.  

Eileen (Albert Grove).    Children have Strokes too!” 

‘Thank You’ 
To Daisy and her Mother Eileen for sending in this piece, in 

allowing us all to understand the disappointment and Daisy’s 

reaction to the corona virus outbreak.  

I hope that when all this is over, Daisy will allow us all to 

view photos of her taking part on Charlie in the  

‘Countrywide Challenge’  

Meanwhile, our very best wishes Daisy, and Good Luck! 

*** 
 



 

Copy of a letter from Headteacher sent out to Parents 

School Closure 
Our priority, as always, is the safety and wellbeing of our students, staff 

and the wider local community.  We have been working very closely 

within our cluster of schools: Ysgol Rhiwabon and our five feeder 

primary schools to support all our students and families in the local 

community through this challenging time. 

Ysgol Rhiwabon’s contingency plans during closure 

• We recognise the importance of keeping communication channels 
open. Any important updates during the closure will be 
communicated on our website and through our Parent Text 
Messaging Service. 

• Independent Learning – every student in the school will have work 
set appropriate for their age.  Key Stage 4 and the Year 9 RS class 
will focus on external examination preparation.  Key Stage 3 will 
focus mainly on project based tasks across a range of subject 
areas.  This work will be available on line and also as a paper 
copy.  This will be given to all students on Thursday 19th March.   

• Students will be able to access learning programmes from home 
e.g. MathsWatch. 

• Exercise books/folders and supporting revision materials will be 
available for KS4 students to take home. 

• At this stage we are not able to provide information about external 
examinations and any possible alterations to examination 
arrangements. As soon as any relevant information is available we 
will share that with you through the communication channels 
outlined. 

• Contact details for key members of the Senior Leadership Team 
will be available on the website. This will include an email address 
and relevant telephone numbers. 
 

During this period of social isolation we would like to stress the 

importance of following all Government Guidance, in particular the 

Public Health Guidance from NHS Wales, which is updated on our school 



website daily. This link will continue to update on our website daily, 

even during school closure. Please encourage your child to make full use 

of the school learning resources as this sense of routine and work will 

support their independent learning, whilst away from our school. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, using the contact details on our 

website, if you have an urgent concern during the school closure. I will 

be providing regular updates as appropriate. 

 

Thank you for your continued help and support.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 
M Ferron-Evans 
Headteacher 

*** 

-COMMENTS RECEIVED- 
From: john.piano@uwclub.net <john.piano@uwclub.ne 

Subject: Re: FW: Ruabon News Letter 316 

 keep up the good work all. 

John 

** 

“Thank you – you have an amazing 

community! 

Hope you are keeping well – stay safe! 

Best regards, Karen 

** 

I went to the Post Office for a neighbour this morning and the 

lovely man who works there said to let people know that they have 

fresh bread & milk deliveries daily so always plenty there, maybe 

add to the newsletter? Stay safe, Alison       (Hamilton) 

 

 



RUABON MEDICAL CENTRE 
Please note that the practice is working at considerably 

reduced capacity at present.  Due to the Coronavirus 

pandemic, we have had to make a number of changes to the 

way we previously operated. As all patient contact with the 

practice is now by telephone, please be aware when calling 

that our telephone lines are exceptionally busy, so please be 

patient.  

To help us help you, please use our services carefully and 

adhere to the following: 

• Please DO NOT visit the practice unless you’ve been asked 

by a clinician to attend. General enquiries cannot be dealt 

with if you turn up at the practice. 

• All ‘routine’ appointments have been suspended until 

further notice. 

• Repeat prescriptions should be placed into the wall 

mounted post box beside the wooden door (at the end of 

the building on the left). 

• Did you know that you can organise your repeat 

prescription online? Please call the practice to arrange for 

the registration form to be posted to you. For more 

information please visit: https://www.myhealthonline-

emisweb.wales.nhs.uk/languages?returnurl=/ 

• It is advisable to check the opening times of your 

preferred pharmacy when your prescription is ready to 

collect, as their opening times MAY have been adjusted to 

help them cope during this time. 

We would like to thank you in advance for your patience and 

understanding. Please look after yourself and others by 

following the latest government advice.    Thank you.  
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/information-advice/health-wellbeing/conditions-illnesses/coronavirus/. 

https://www.myhealthonline-emisweb.wales.nhs.uk/languages?returnurl=/
https://www.myhealthonline-emisweb.wales.nhs.uk/languages?returnurl=/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/information-advice/health-wellbeing/conditions-illnesses/coronavirus/


The Following information has been forwarded by 

Wrexham Councillor Dana Davies 

 
Protection of Businesses in Wrexham during 

Covid19 restrictions. 

In order to save lives and reduce the spread of Covid 19 the 

Government has taken appropriate action to close all unnecessary 

Business premises to ensure the public stay at home. North Wales 

Police recognise this will cause many business owners concern 

regarding the security of the premises / stock or equipment and 

longer term, how they can ensure the business is able to continue 

once restrictions are lifted. 

Policing the lockdown in addition to core functions means that NWP 

will not be able to provide security services akin to those 

provided by private security services. However, we will assist in 

managing suspicious activity & key locations in addition to urging 

businesses to follow the below advice. 

This advice is dated 27/03/20.   

• Ensure key holder details are provided to the site 

manager of the Industrial Unit 
NWP will patrol industrial units and business locations as a 

matter of course. Contact with a SPOC will be used to link in 

when necessary in suspicious circumstance or when a break in 

has been discovered.  

• Speak to your business neighbours and help each 

other monitor each other’s premises  
Is your neighbouring business classed as one allowed to remain 

open?  



Do they know you are closed and nobody should be on your 

site? 

Have you exchanged details to remain in contact to allow a 

CHALLENGE & CHECK approach? (see below) 

Could a rota system be instated to conduct checks? 

• Notify site manager and police (where appropriate) 

if you feel your premises are at high risk of 

criminality 
Has your premises been targeted previously? 

Is the stock / equipment you hold of high value & easily 

removed? 

Are your premises isolated? Are all the units around your 

premises also closed? 

Notify the estate manager or Email local Sgt’s 

Katie.Davies3@nthwales.pnn.police.uk & 

Luke.Hughes@nthwales.pnn.police.uk with specific details if 

appropriate 

• Security 
Ensure current CCTV is in order and where possible extend 

the record time. 

Do you have an alarm? Is it monitored and up to date? 

Do you have secure fencing and have you ensured it is secure 

and locked?  

Do you and/or neighbouring businesses have security 

staff/patrols/other monitoring you can share? 

• Challenge & Check 
If you see anything unusual record as much detail as possible. 

Vehicle registrations, make, model and colour along with any 

distinctive markings, lights, defects etc. 

Descriptions of persons, age, hair, clothing, including anything 

distinctive about their clothing or appearance etc. 

Record images where, consider using mobile phones if safe to 

do so. 

Check with the business owner / site SPOC to establish if 

activity is legitimate before calling 101  

mailto:Katie.Davies3@nthwales.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Luke.Hughes@nthwales.pnn.police.uk


Only call 999 when it is clear there is a crime in progress or 

life at risk. 

*** 

Other Information: received by Mike Jones re local 

infringement of current ruling during the Covid 19 crisis; 

“However please can I point out that the best way to report any 

concerns in relation to breach of COVID 19 Guidelines is to repost 

via the webchat – please see the link below 

https://www.north-wales.police.uk/webchat/index.html”  

*** 

Following item from Wrexham County Borough 

Council WCBC 

COVID-19 (NOVEL CORONAVIRUS) 

PUBLIC BRIEFING NOTE 25.3.20 

Key messages for today 

• From Monday, March 30, home to school transport will 

be suspended until further notice across the county 

borough. 

• The impact of coronavirus has affected our planning 

and building control services. The Planning Committee 

scheduled for April has been cancelled. 

• Our public footpaths remain open, but users must 

adhere to social distancing. 

• Gas servicing of council houses will continue across the 

county borough. 

• We’re still getting reports of people using our play 

areas. Please don’t use them. 

• Call volumes to council phone numbers are extremely 

high – please contact us by phone only when it’s 

essential. This means we can provide a quick response 

to people who really need it. 

https://www.north-wales.police.uk/webchat/index.html


• To help workers providing critical services for the 

public (e.g. health, social care, supermarkets, banks) 

we’re suspending from today all charging in all of our 

public car parks. We also hope this supports people who 

need to do essential food shopping. 

 

• The suspension of charging in our car parks is only to 

support those going about delivering critical services 

and doing essential food shopping. People should not be 

travelling or leaving their homes unless it’s in line with 

the Government’s instructions. 

Ian Bancroft – Chief Executive 

Mark Pritchard – Leader of the Council 

Please remember. You can now only leave your home for the 

following, very limited purposes: 

• Shopping for basic necessities, as infrequently as 

possible. 

• One form of exercise a day – for example a run, walk or 

cycle – alone or with members of your household. 

• Any medical need, to provide care or to help a 

vulnerable person. 

• Travelling to and from work, but only where this is 

absolutely necessary and cannot be done from home. 

Please continue to keep your distance from one another. By 

staying apart, we’re saving lives, and helping to keep 

Wrexham as safe as it can be. 

We’ve put together the following information to help you 

understand the latest changes to council services. 

Schools 

 



School Transport 
As you know, schools in Wrexham have been providing places 

for the children of ‘key workers’, as well as children 

registered as vulnerable. 

From Monday, March 30, home to school transport will be 

suspended until further notice across the county borough. 

This is to reduce non-essential travel and to ensure social 

distancing of children 

The take-up of home to school transport has been 

extremely low this week, which has also contributed to the 

decision. 

SEN (Special Education Needs) home to school transport 

will continue for children travelling to their usual facilities. 

Free school meals 
We’re working hard to put in place measures to provide free 

school meals to children who aren’t in school at the moment. 

This is a huge challenge for councils across Wales and we’re 

looking into using some of our own premises to distribute 

‘grab and go’ food bags which contain a packed lunch. 

We can produce sufficient numbers, we just need to find 

the most effective distribution method. We don’t want to 

crowd schools or create unnecessary gatherings, so will 

need to plan carefully. 

We hope to have something up and running by Friday and will 

communicate this to schools and on our social media 

channels as soon as possible. 

We’re also waiting for advice on the national voucher 

scheme, which is being explored by Welsh Government. 

Planning Services: The impact of coronavirus has placed 



significant strain on our planning and building control 

services. 

The Planning Committee scheduled for April has been 

cancelled. 

It may take us longer to respond to correspondence, and 

newly submitted applications and enquiries will experience a 

delay in registration. 

There will also be some delay in issuing decision notices. 

This is likely to be up to three weeks or more. 

Also, the Planning Inspectorate has indicated that all 

hearings and enquiries – including site visits – have been 

cancelled until further notice. 

If you’re an existing customer, local councillor or community 

councillor, and have a query or require an update on your 

planning proposals, please try to submit this by email 

directly to the relevant officer. Any applications, enquiries 

or correspondence received during this period will 

nevertheless be considered in due course. 

Public footpaths 
Our Public Rights of Way network remains open, but this 

may change if areas are identified where groups of people 

are congregating and actively ignoring measures set out by 

the Government. 

We’re asking everyone to stick to social distancing and use 

their local routes, rather then travel to the countryside 

unnecessarily. 

Many footpaths and bridleways cross private land, working 

farms and in some cases are close to private homes. Please 

keep to the paths, keep your distance from landowners and 

continue to follow the restrictions and measures which are 

in place to protect you and others. 



All path closure notices will be published online and notices 

posted on site under The Health Protection (Coronavirus, 

Closure of Leisure Businesses, Footpaths and Access Land) 

(Wales) Regulations 2020. 

Housing tenants 
Gas servicing of council houses 

Gas servicing will continue across the county borough for 

our housing tenants. 

This is a legal obligation and helps to ensure people’s safety. 

Tenants will receive a phone call prior to any visit to 

discuss, and precautions will be taken in line with 

Government guidelines. 

Play areas 
All council-managed play areas have been shut since the 

start of this week to support social distancing. 

Despite this, we’re still getting reports of people using 

them. Please don’t. Our play areas are shut and the 

Government has made it clear that people should only be 

leaving their homes for very limited purposes. 

It’s difficult to physically close off some play areas, but 

where possible we’ll be taking measures to try and secure 

them. 

Car Parks 
To support workers providing critical services for the public 

(e.g. health, social care, supermarkets, banks) we’re 

suspending from today all charging in all of our public car 

parks. 

We also hope this supports people who need to do essential 

shopping. 



This suspension of charging in our car parks is only to 

support those going about delivering critical services and 

doing essential food shopping. 

People should not be travelling or leaving their homes unless 

it’s in line with the Government’s instructions. 

Reminder – critical services only. 

We’re only providing critical council services now. These are 

things we’ve identified as absolutely crucial to our 

communities and the running of the council. 

They include social services, advice on housing benefits, 

sheltered accommodation, schools (currently open to 

children of key workers and vulnerable children only), 

emptying bins, homelessness and other things that people 

depend on. 

The virus will continue to impact on our workforce, but 

we’re making plans to ensure we can continue to deliver 

these services. 

Call volumes to council phone numbers are extremely high – 

please contact us by phone only when it’s essential. This 

means we can provide a quick response to people who really 

need it. 

This is even more important as people with underlying 

health conditions receive letters over the next few days, 

and need to contact us for support. 

Reminder – people with underlying health conditions 

As we mentioned yesterday, the Government is sending 

letters to people across the UK with underlying health 

conditions that make them more vulnerable to Covid-19. 

The letters will advise people to stay at home and avoid any 

face-to-face contact for at least 12 weeks. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19


If you receive one of these letters and you don’t have any 

friends, relatives or neighbours who can deliver food and 

medicine for you, or you can’t order your food online, the 

letter will tell you to contact us using a phone number 

provided. 

If you need to call us, rest assured that we’re working hard 

with partners to put in place measures that will enable us to 

help you. 

Reminder – reliable sources of information about Covid-19 

Latest information on the virus and what people should do 

about it is provided by: 

• Daily TV statements by the Government (including by 

the Prime Minister). 

• Daily official briefings from the Department of Health 

and Social Care at 2pm, Public Health Wales at 3pm. 

*** 

Knowledge received last week is that:  

“Ruabon Chemist daily opening times are 10.00am – 12.00pm 

then reopening 2.00pm – 6.00pm. Saturday 10.00am – 1pm 

and their number is 821802”. 
** 

The Rev’d Kate Tiltman has sent in the following 

information: 

“If you could let people know that there are daily items on 

WhatsApp (Offa Mission Area prayer).  This will include a 

service on Palm Sunday.  There are also services on the 

stmaryschurchruabon.com website.” 

I understand that this website covers both the Anglican and 

Catholic churches. 

Citizens Advice briefing:  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
https://phw.nhs.wales/topics/latest-information-on-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/
http://stmaryschurchruabon.com/


The potential impact of Coronavirus 
on council tax arrears 

 

Whilst the outbreak of coronavirus in the UK has recently forced many 

households into financial hardship, the crisis is also exacerbating existing 

financial difficulties for people in Wales. At Citizens Advice, we know that 

people prioritise household bill payments, such as council tax, and where they 

struggle to keep up with regular bills this often signifies financial hardship. 

How many people are already struggling to pay their council tax? 

Our polling of adults in Wales (conducted before the effects of the Coronavirus 

were being felt) found that 1 in 7 (15%) people liable for council tax said they 

had missed one or more payments in the past two years. 

In addition to this, nearly a quarter (23%) of Welsh adults liable for council tax 

said they found it 'difficult' or 'very difficult to keep up with council tax 

payments, although they had not missed a payment in the last two years.1
 

People who do not have a steady income are significantly more likely to have 

missed one or more council tax payments. More than a quarter (28%) of 

people 

who report that their income changes 'a lot' or 'a fair amount' from month 

to month also reported having missed a council tax payment. Income from 

self-employment and casual labour is more likely to fluctuate and may leave 

people vulnerable to arrears. 

What needs to change 

It is welcome that some individual Local Authorities are making what provision 

they can to assist those who are currently struggling to pay their Council Tax. 

However, a crisis on this scale requires a national response. Citizens Advice 

has recommended that the Welsh Government provide additional funding to 

Local Authorities to offer a 3 month council tax holiday for those who 

cannot afford to make payments. This would immediately reduce the costs 

that families are facing and free up income for those who have lost their jobs 

or are unable to work. 

At a minimum, we recommend that the Welsh Government asks Local 

Authorities to immediately suspend all enforcement action for council tax 

arrears and be prepared to cover the losses that councils may face as a result. 



Other vulnerabilities or responsibilities may also leave people at a higher risk 

of missing payments. These include those in the private rental sector, single 

parents and people living with a mental health condition. People who reported 

having a mental health condition which limited their day to day activities are 

three times more likely to say they had missed a council tax payment (27%), 

compared to 9% of those who did not have a limiting mental health condition. 

It is clear that existing financial difficulty will be exacerbated by the outbreak 

of coronavirus and the impact this is having on business and employment- 

leading more people than ever to miss important payments. 

What impact will Coronavirus have? 

As individuals, public services, and businesses change their behaviour to help 

delay the impact of coronavirus, the way people live (and so spend money), will 

change dramatically. Many people will not be able to go to work and will lose 

the ability to provide for themselves and their families. 

Although we do not yet know how the crisis will unfold, we are already seeing 

the impact on people across England and Wales. Applications for Universal 

Credit over the past few weeks were 8 times higher than average.2 

We are also seeing a growth in demand for advice. In the second week of 

March, visits to Citizens Advice online advice were up more than 50% on the 

same period the previous year as people sought information about what the 

pandemic meant for their lives. Views of pages that give advice on redundancy 

were 5 times higher than the previous year, whilst content on coronavirus, sick 

pay and access to benefits were the most viewed pages. In Wales, the number 

of people Citizens Advice helped with employment issues during the week 

beginning 16th March was twice as high as two weeks previously. 

Coronavirus is having a significant impact on people's employment and 

income, and this will inevitably lead to larger numbers of people struggling to 

keep up with council tax payments. 

2 Mirror, 'Coronavirus sees 500,000 Universal Credit claims in 9 days' (accessed 

25 March 2020) 

https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/breaking-coronavirus-sees-500000-universal-21750211?utm_source=twitter.com&amp;utm_medium=social&amp;utm_campaign=sharebar


 

What impact will this have on the Council Tax Reduction 

Scheme? 

This month, households across Wales will be receiving their annual council tax 

bill. As more people face financial uncertainty, there is a high likelihood that 

more households will be at risk of missing payments. We welcome the 

continued support Welsh Government has offered to people in Wales through 

the Council Tax Reduction Scheme (CTRS) since 2013. However, in this time of 

crisis there is a significant risk that this support will not adequately protect 

people. 

● Awareness of the CTRS is not necessarily very high. Only half (50%) 

of people in Wales think that someone claiming Universal Credit would 

be entitled to a reduction on their council tax. If people are to rely on 

CTRS to help them to manage their finances during this time, it is 

concerning that so few are aware of CTRS eligibility. 

● Furthermore, at the peak of the crisis, there's a risk that Local 

Authorities will be less able to prioritise processing large numbers 

of applications, especially if working with reduced services or 

administrative capacity during highly pressured periods. The time 

needed for councils to assess claims, consider exemptions and 

discounts and process applications risks delaying much needed support 

for people and placing further pressure onto their stretched services. 

● Many people many not proactively apply for a reduction. Large 

numbers of people are facing unprecedented disruption to their 

lives, including the loss of employment. Many will have urgent 

demands on their time, such as looking after children, applying for 

income-replacement benefits like Universal Credit or Statutory Sick Pay, 

or caring for vulnerable people in their communities. There is a 

Case Study: single parent who has been made redundant as a result of 

Covid-19 

A client contacted a Citizens Advice adviser this week as she is facing 

redundancy as a result of the Covid-19 crisis and will see a significant decrease 

in her household income. She has a child who is 2 years old and a mortgaged 

property - she is now concerned that they will be at risk of losing their home or 

unable to sustain the household financially. The client was distressed as the 

financial help available to her will not be enough to cover the household costs 

and she does not know how she will maintain essential payments. 



particular risk for those who are digitally excluded or less able to 

navigate council services, and who may be less able to rely on family or 

friends for help. 

In addition, research has shown that the perceived value of a benefit is 

strongly related to the likelihood that people will make a claim.3 As the 

value of Council Tax Reduction is calculated according to an individual's 

costs and income, it is difficult for people to know in advance what their 

reduction will be worth. There is a risk that this is further complicated 

by the uncertain circumstances which many employees and self-

employed people are currently facing, where it might be difficult for 

them to evidence their current income. 

Our recent poll found that a quarter (25%) of adults in Wales said they would 

not be able to manage for more than 2 weeks if they lost their main source of 

income. It is important that people whose income is affected by the crisis have 

certainty about what they will need to pay to cover their priority costs (i.e. 

housing, food, bills and council tax) and the consequences if they are unable to 

do so. 

How can Welsh Government respond? 

In light of the financial uncertainty that people face in the coming months and 

the impact of Covid-19 on the capacity of Local Authorities, it is crucial that 

Welsh Government offers the necessary support to both individuals and 

councils. To protect people who will struggle to keep up with household bills as 

a result of illness, self-isolation or unemployment, Citizens Advice 

recommends that: 

● The Welsh Government provides additional funding to 

Local Authorities to offer a 3 month council tax holiday 

for those who cannot afford to make payments. 

● At a minimum, the Welsh Government asks Local 

Authorities to immediately suspend all enforcement 

action for council tax arrears and be prepared to cover 

the losses that councils may face as a result. 

INFORMATION ABOVE BY CITIZENS ADVICE WAS TAKEN FROM AN ON-LINE REPORT 

*** 

 



 



The following information has been taken from Ken Skates’ 

e-newsletter: dated 30.03.2020 

Joint statement from the BBC and Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media & Sport 

Category: Corporate; TV Licensing 

The BBC and Department for Digital, Culture, Media & 

Sport have issued the following statement on TV Licences 

for over 75s. 

Joint statement from the BBC and Department for Digital, 

Culture, Media & Sport 

“The BBC and the Government have been discussing 
the national Coronavirus situation. 

“Changes to the TV licence for people aged over 75 had 
been due to come into effect on 1 June. But during this 
time we do not want anyone to be worried about any 
potential change. 

“The BBC’s priority over the coming period will be to do 
everything we can to serve the nation at this uniquely 
challenging time. As the national broadcaster, the BBC 
has a vital role to play in supplying information to the 
public in the weeks and months ahead. 

“Recognising the exceptional circumstances, the BBC 
Board has therefore decided to change the start date of 
the new policy.  
Our current plan is to now bring it into place on 1st  
August. We will of course keep the issue under review 
as the situation continues to evolve." 
BBC Press Office 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/statements/o75-lf-coronavirus#heading-joint-statement-from-the-bbc-and-department-for-digital-culture-media-sport
https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/statements/o75-lf-coronavirus#heading-joint-statement-from-the-bbc-and-department-for-digital-culture-media-sport
https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/search?tag=Corporate
https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/search?tag=TV_Licensing
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Dear Members,                                     
Now that our lives are changing and in an 

unpredictable way, perhaps it is time to look back 

to when our parents and 

grandparents had to adjust to 

difficult circumstances.  We, who 

as children were perhaps shielded 

from the realities of: Depression 

and WW11 and relied upon our 

parents to provide the necessities 

that we accepted as our normal 

way of living.  Now we, ourselves, 

as parents and grandparents, are 

called upon to maintain the 

smooth running of family life 

despite growing difficulties.  It 

seems that panic buying has 

emptied the supermarket shelves 

of many  items – perhaps a form of rationing should be 

introduced as in the last War:  

It is not all gloomy news.  There are supplies of food in the 

shops and we are assured there is enough for everyone as 

long as we are not greedy, so let’s consider how the 

housewives of Jersey in the Channel Islands managed to eke 

out their meagre rations when the islands were occupied by 

German forces during the last war.  From a book of recipes 

preserved from that time I can tell you about:  

To contain the virus we 

need everybody to be able 

to clean their hands. 

  (An example from Ireland) 



SAVOURY BREAKFAST RISSOLES. 

About 1lb of previously cooked vegetables, at least half of 

which should be potatoes. Parsley or mixed herbs. 

Breakfast cupful of breadcrumbs.  Salt and pepper. 

Well mash the veg, add good sprinkling of chopped parsley 

or mixed herbs, add breadcrumbs.  Form into small, flat, 

rissoles, turning them in a little flour or oatmeal to prevent 

them becoming sticky.  Fry in dripping or bake in hot oven.     

Then warm up again next morning. 

If this recipe has excited your taste-buds I think I might 

go further in the next edition of Ruabon WI News.  Be 

prepared to read about LIMPET STEW or CURRY and even 

LIMPET OMELETTE! 

If anyone finds they have time on their hands, here is an 

easy suggestion from W.I member: Helen Hodge:–  

Pick up your knitting needles and knit Cannula Caps for 

babies in hospital.  An appeal has gone out for these caps 

which will fit over the cannula and will prevent the baby 

scratching or pulling at it.  Using No. 8 needles and DK wool, 

cast on 26 stitches, knit 36 rows in garter stitch, cast off, 

sew up long side only.  Job done! 

Finally, I leave you with my very favourite joke:- 
Q.   How do we know that Moses wore a wig? 

A.   Because he was sometimes seen with Aaron and sometimes 

without!  

To everyone – take care how you go, look after your families, be glad 

for what we have and…WASH YOUR HANDS! 
*** 

Thank you to: Margaret Williams (President of Ruabon WI) who has 

compiled this first issue to keep members connected during the Corona 

Virus outbreak. 

*** 

All news items for Ruabon News Letter 318 gratefully received. Please email to: 

bremner.millhouse@btinternet.com.  BEST WISHES ALL.    Sybil Bremner. 

mailto:bremner.millhouse@btinternet.com.

