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The following was sent in by SGT. ALISON SHARP at the beginning 

of last week, so some of the information will already be out of date 

(because of the virus!!) 

From left to right : PCSO John Davies, PCSO Steve Bellis, PCSO 

Dave Jenkins, Sgt Alison Sharp and PCSO Kim Shurmer. PCSO 

Robina Ahmed is missing from the photo but will take another one in 

a couple of weeks once the team are altogether again. The team 
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work all over Wrexham County and mainly deal with preventative 

work in terms of educating people about Doorstep Crime and Scams  

They will attend any event where there is a group of people and will 

give an informal input to those present on ways to protect 

themselves. The team have been established for just over a year 

now and are making great connections within Wrexham.  

Projects that they have been involved with is a Christmas meal 

organised by the team and led by PCSO John Davies, this lunch was 

free for the invitees and was held at Bangor on Dee Racecourse with 

entertainment from the Salvation Army band and the local 

schoolchildren.  The team canvassed support from local businesses, 

the College who provided the cooks and waiters/waitresses, the 

Racecourse who provided the venue free, Deva House who provided 

transport for those invited . . . . .the list goes on and on. Prior to 

having their meal, Police and Trading Standards spoke to the persons 

there about scams/doorstep crime – everyone left with a goody shoe 

box full of items provided by local businesses. A superb day was had 

by all and we plan to repeat this project this coming December.  
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Other projects include the establishment of the Mini Police led by  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PCSO Robina Ahmed and Mr Brownhill, teacher at Alexandra school, 

attached is a photo which includes PCSO Robina Ahmed, just before 

they appeared on the Welsh ITV news.  Regular tool marking events 

at builders merchants, attendance at lunch clubs to give advice, 

target hardening advice to victims of crime, the whole team are 

Dementia Friends and Autism aware.  Working closely with partners 

in the council, particularly trading standards and their ‘Operation 

Repeat’ led by Ceri Martin.  This is training organised by Trading 

Standards and delivered to carers of persons in their homes. The 

objective being to repeat the message to the persons being cared 

for, the message being basically to not give any personal details to 

people telephoning them and also not to answer the door to 

strangers.  

The list of projects that the team have been involved with is long 

and varied. Should any of your readers want crime prevention advice 

or would like the team to visit a community event / get together, 

then we can be contacted on : 

easterncommsafety@nthwales.pnn.police.uk   

(At least we have found out where OUR PCSO Steve Bellis was posted!) 

** 

mailto:easterncommsafety@nthwales.pnn.police.uk
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A Message from Inspector Darren Whibberley 

“CORONA UPDATE:– 

We want to continue to provide the best service possible to 

our community during this challenging period. Can I 

therefore ask that you only contact the Police when it is the 

Police you require and after careful consideration. A lot of 

our time is distracted by issues that can be addressed by 

other agencies or by applying a little patience and common 

sense. Neighbourhood disagreement, social media arguments 

and very minor ASB can be resolved locally, maybe without 

police intervention. 

At this time we need to focus our resources on dealing with 

and preventing crime whilst also protecting the most 

vulnerable members of our community.  

I`m not discouraging you from reporting matters, but 

simply ask that you only do so after careful consideration of 

all options open to you. “ 

 
The Experienced  PCSO who has Replaced Steve is: 

Rhys Yaxley:  
(who has sent in the following piece to introduce himself) 

I’m Rhys and I have just  joined the Rural Team following being in 

Wrexham town centre for 18 months where I dealt with a range of 

issues from minor crimes to ASB and other community issues. 

As the inspector said, we currently face some difficulties around 

this virus so what I would call our normal work will be somewhat 

disrupted. 
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However, my overall plan is to get to know the local community and 

identify the issues. As well as dealing with issues, I am a big fan of 

community engagement so aim get to know and become a part of the 

community. This will involve regular patrols and calling into local 

centres, cafes, schools… anywhere where I can meet people for a 

chat. 

I am a fluent welsh speaker and am from a rural background.  

Rhys Yaxley 

Swyddog Cefnogi Cymyned Heddlu 

Police Community Support Officer 

Location: Cefn Mawr Police Station 

Ffôn / Tel: 07974 243270 

** 

Ysgol Rhiwabon 

School Closure 
 

You will be aware from the news today that all schools in 

Wales will be closed from the end of the school day on 

Friday 20th March 2020. 
 

Our priority, as always, is the safety and wellbeing of our 

students, staff and the wider local community.  We have 

been working very closely within our cluster of schools: 

Ysgol Rhiwabon and our five feeder primary schools to 

support all our students and families in the local community 

through this challenging time. 

Ysgol Rhiwabon’s contingency plans during closure 

• We recognise the importance of keeping communication 

channels open. Any important updates during the 

closure will be communicated on our website and 

through our Parent Text Messaging Service. 
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• Independent Learning – every student in the school will 

have work set appropriate for their age.  Key Stage 4 

and the Year 9 RS class will focus on external 

examination preparation.  Key Stage 3 will focus mainly 

on project based tasks across a range of subject areas.  

This work will be available on line and also as a paper 

copy.  This will be given to all students on Thursday 

19th March.   

• Students will be able to access learning programmes 

from home e.g. MathsWatch. 

• Exercise books/folders and supporting revision 

materials will be available for KS4 students to take 

home. 

• At this stage we are not able to provide information 

about external examinations and any possible 

alterations to examination arrangements. As soon as 

any relevant information is available we will share that 

with you through the communication channels outlined. 

• Contact details for key members of the Senior 

Leadership Team will be available on the website. This 

will include an email address and relevant telephone 

numbers. 

During this period of social isolation we would like to stress 

the importance of following all Government Guidance, in 

particular the Public Health Guidance from NHS Wales, 

which is updated on our school website daily. This link will 

continue to update on our website daily, even during school 

closure. Please encourage your child to make full use of the 

school learning resources as this sense of routine and work 

will support their independent learning, whilst away from 

our school. 
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Please do not hesitate to contact me, using the contact 

details on our website, if you have an urgent concern during 

the school closure. I will be providing regular updates as 

appropriate. 

Thank you for your continued help and support.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 
M Ferron-Evans 

Headteacher 

Press release 

Statement from Minster for Education, 

Kirsty Williams, on school closures in Wales 

We are in an unprecedented period, one that is changing hour-by-

hour, and governments around the world are having to make quick 

decisions.     First published: 18 March 2020 

Share this page:   Twitter   Facebook Email 

Firstly, I would like to extend my gratitude to all those working in our 

education and childcare settings for the critical work you have been 

undertaking, under incredible pressure to support our children and 

young people. You have been at the front-line in supporting wider 

efforts to prepare for the challenges we are all now facing and I am 

incredibly grateful and proud.  

Today, I can announce we are bringing forward the Easter break for 

schools in Wales. Schools across Wales will close for statutory 

provision of education at the latest on 20 March 2020. 

https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A//gov.wales/statement-minster-education-kirsty-williams-school-closures-wales
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A//gov.wales/statement-minster-education-kirsty-williams-school-closures-wales
mailto:?body=https%3A//gov.wales/statement-minster-education-kirsty-williams-school-closures-wales&subject=Shared%20from%20gov.wales
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I have been clear up to now that the continuity of education and the 

wellbeing of our learners has been at the heart of my decision making. 

This will always be the case. 

From next week, schools will have a new purpose. They will help 

support those most in need, including people involved in the 

immediate response to the coronavirus outbreak. I am working with 

my colleagues in the Cabinet, with government officials and our 

partners in local government to develop and finalise these plans. 

The key areas we are looking at are supporting and safeguarding the 

vulnerable and ensuring continuity of learning.  We are looking in 

detail at how we can support and safeguard all those who benefit from 

free school meals and children with additional learning needs. I will 

make sure you are kept up-to-date. 

While this will apply to schools, childcare settings are expected to 

remain open until we have definitive advice from the Chief Medical 

Officer and from Public Health Wales that any closures are required. 

Parents can, and should, speak with their usual childcare providers if 

they need care over the Easter holidays. 

I have discussed my intentions with the Leader of the Welsh Local 

Government Association, Andrew Morgan, who reflects the views of 

local authorities. Some school staff will likely have an important role 

to play in this. We are working closely with our key stakeholders to 

look at what this will look like for both education and childcare 

settings, including Flying Start. This position will of course evolve 

over the coming days and will be reviewed on an ongoing basis. 

One of the critical decisions that we will seek to clarify with urgency 

is that of the forthcoming examinations. I am also working with 

Qualifications Wales and the WJEC about this year’s exam series. In 

line with all education ministers across the UK, I will be making a 

further announcement shortly. 

From the outset, the decisions being taken have been focused on 

public health advice, and it is right that these science-based 

recommendations are front and centre of the decisions being made. 
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The announcement I am making today will help ensure an orderly 

closure for schools so that they have the time to prepare. However, I 

am conscious that the SAGE Committee and COBR meet this 

afternoon, and I will of course be listening closely to see if advice 

changes and any further urgent decisions about school closures are 

needed. 

Today’s decision will help ensure an orderly closure, so schools have 

time to prepare ahead of the early break. 

My main message for everyone is to stay safe and stay well. We will 

work together and we will face this outbreak together. 

I will of course continue to keep you updated. 

Please follow the latest public health advice. The latest guidance is 

always available on our website at   gov.wales/coronavirus 

First published: 18 March 2020      Last up dated:18 March 2020 

Give feedback about this page 

** 

Members were very disappointed to learn that Father 

Anthony Nnamah was unable to speak to us last week 

because of a severe cold and sore throat!  This meant 

that other arrangements had to be made and so, after 

the business was concluded, and refreshments of Welsh 

cakes and bara brith had been enjoyed by everyone, three of our 

members gave short talks on topics of interest.   

Ceris Jones, who has recently retired from working in the A&E 

Department in Wrexham Hospital, told us something about the 

organisation and daily work of the staff in that department.  I think 

we all might have some experience of needing care and treatment 

when unexpected situations arise, whether through accidents or 

mailto:digital@gov.wales?url=https%3A//gov.wales/statement-minster-education-kirsty-williams-school-closures-wales&subject=Feedback%20on%20https%3A//gov.wales/statement-minster-education-kirsty-williams-school-closures-wales&body=Page%20URL%3A%20https%3A//gov.wales/statement-minster-education-kirsty-williams-school-closures-wales%0APage%20Title%3A%20Statement%20from%20Minster%20for%20Education%2C%20Kirsty%20Williams%2C%20on%20school%20closures%20in%20Wales%0AYour%20feedback%3A%0A
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illness, and it was good to be reassured by Ceris that the staff in 

the A&E are committed to the care and recovery of their patients.  

We are so reliant on the NHS for help in times of trouble.  Thank 

you, Ceris. 

Our Secretary, Ennys Hughes, then reminded us of the poet and 

bard: Albert Cynan Evans-Jones, born in Pwllheli, who  went into 

WWI at the age of 21 and witnessed the sufferings and atrocities 

that took place.  It was while in the midst of all the carnage that he 

saw a little bird, a goldcrest, sitting on the bough of a tree.  This 

little bird, called Nico in Welsh, caused him to reflect on past times 

when, with his sweetheart, his hopes of future happiness had begun.  

Cynan later became a minister in the Presbyterian Church of Wales 

and also Archdruid.  Many will have seen him at the National 

Eisteddfod of Wales. 

In contrast, Margaret Williams then gave an account of a recent 

visit to Yorkshire to see what?  Rhubarb growing in the dark!  The 

opportunity to see this was too good to miss and when everyone had 

gathered there were about 80 people of a like mind.  The Rhubarb 

Triangle in South Yorkshire has achieved protected status; as has 

Stilton Cheese and Champagne.  This early and forced crop grows in 

darkness over the winter and has a beautiful red colour, visible to us 

by the candles lit only for the visitors.  After this, we made our way 

to the Wakefield Barbara Hepworth Museum, a lovely, sunlit building 

filled with sculptures by her, Henry Moore and others, and also 

paintings.  I know that at first sight many people express a dislike 

for modern art, but given the right circumstances and surroundings,  

a fresh appreciation can be achieved, as I found on our visit.  The 

whole day, Rhubarb and Sculpture, was well worth the visit and was 

filled with fun. 

The usual business of the WI took place and it was hoped Father 

Nnamah would recover soon, his visit to be rearranged. 
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Since then, of course, all our activities have been cancelled until 

further notice because of Coronavirus.  We hope everyone will keep 

safe.  Take care of yourselves.  Good Luck. 

  (Message sent in by Margaret Williams, President of Ruabon WI) 

** 

More cheering news!! 

St Mary’s Church in Wales Primary School 

Nursery Class on World Book Day dressed as their favourite Characters 

Pupils and staff enjoyed celebrating World Book Day on Friday. 

Everyone enjoyed dressing up as their favourite book characters. 

The children were able to bring their favourite books into school to 

read and share the stories with their friends. 

The children did lots of activities for World Book Day such as 

making book marks. 
Thank you to Helen Probin who has sent in these messages and photos on 

behalf of St Marys School.  

I am sure that the sharing these primary school events over the years has 

cheered many, many people and may it continue after this crisis. 
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Reception Class portraying their favourite characters for 

World Book Day. 

** 

All Planned Events in Ruabon are cancelled until 

this crisis is over, sadly this also includes the 

Bunny Hunt. All The Libraries are closed  

1. We are surely grateful to Friends of Ruabon 

for setting up a volunteer group so quickly, 

(phone number on the first page) for help with:  

Picking up shopping; Collecting prescriptions; 

Friendly telephone calls and Urgent Supplies 
** 

2. Those who want to go further – see below: 
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AVOW 

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS 

to support public services during the Coronavirus 

Pandemic. 

Community volunteers required over the coming 

weeks to support the public services in various roles 

within the local community: 

1. Child Care  

2. Admin;  

3. Cooking;  

4. Befrienders;  

5. Delivery drivers;  

6. Shoppers;  

7. Visitors to check on neighbours;  

8. Dog Walkers. 

 

These roles will be dependent upon local 

requirements and in relation to the current Covid19 

situation and as it develops. 

All skills and experience will be considered. 

Main requirements are a desire to help and offer 

support in your community. 

Applicants should apply to AVOW on: 07388569587 

or email: covid19@avow.org 

** 

mailto:covid19@avow.org
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 Wrexham and the surrounding borders 

1. Travel expenses may be reimbursed.  
2. An opportunity to earn Volunteering Star Award 

certificates 

3. A variety of roles will require different skills. 

4. Drivers with access to vehicle.  

5. Desire to offer support and help is essential 

6. Due to the nature of the roles, it is hoped that most 

will be within a local area.  

7. For some roles, access to a vehicle will be required. 

** 

SOME MORE GOOD NEWS 

1. Alison Hamilton sent a message that she had applied 

for volunteering last week, so I asked her to 

explain: 

From Alison Hamilton 

Of course Sybil, I was the manager of a local charity until last 

year so I know from personal experience that everyone’s help 

is useful as a volunteer, especially taking minutes!  

I have informed AVOW that I will not be available until the 

end of next week as I have other commitments until then, I am 

already checking in with my 2 older neighbours though. 

It is a strange world at the moment and it’s times like this that 

people need to remember, we will all be older one day and being 

kind to each other is what really matters. 

Alison       

2. Keeping in Touch 

The WI members have decided to send in contributions to a 

monthly paper on everything from recipes and jokes, to any 
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concerns they may have. Those with no computers or i.Pads will 

be included in the exercise. 

3. Members of the Methodist Church will stay in contact with 

each other and the Deacon by telephone. 

4. In a reply from Elizabeth who is a member of the 

Congregational Church, she wrote: “ We are a small 

congregation who meet about twice a month. We keep in touch 

via text and phone. 

Best Wishes 

Elizabeth” 

5. St Mary’s Church 

         We are keeping in touch in a variety of ways. 
 

On Sunday Rev’d Trish Owens and Shea Ferron were recorded 

by Heath Greenall at All Saints Church in Penylan.  You can 

watch and listen on WhatsApp,  The Offa Mission Area prayer 

Site has Sunday services and a prayer for each day.  The 

service is also available on the church website: 

StMarysChurchRuabon.com. 
 

Not everyone has access to technology so on Sunday Trish and 

I walked around Ruabon and delivered a Sunday service and a 

candle to those who worship with us.  We hope to do this every 

Sunday, and if you would like us to include you please let us 

know.  My number is 01978 824087. Kate.  
**  

Councillor Dana Davies, has asked that we all keep up to date by 

viewing Wrexham Council News on the website: 
https://news.wrexham.gov.uk/covid-19-public-briefing-note-23-3-20/ 

**                                                                                  
I will try to bring you positive Local news next week, but it is bound 

to become more difficult as the weeks carry on.   

I felt quite smug today because as there were no loo rolls left I 

used the bread knife to saw a paper towel roll in half and produced 

two!! 

Best wishes all. Sybil Bremner. 

https://news.wrexham.gov.uk/covid-19-public-briefing-note-23-3-20/

