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Ruabon News Letter 2017 
 

08.01.2018 

 

Catching up with all the Good News 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

December 18th 2017 

“Christmas comes early to Ysgol Rhiwabon as it is 

removed from Special Measures 
 Just as the snow melted away this week Ysgol Rhiwabon staff and students celebrated in the 

cold weather as it received the news that the school has been taken out of special measures 

following a successful Estyn visit in November.  

The recent monitoring visit by the inspection team commented on the significant improvements 

that have been made at the school since the time of the original inspection. In fact the school 

secured a judgement of “Strong progress” in almost all of the recommendations. The school has 

been removed from the category in record time following record results for students in the 

summer.  The school is judged to have made such good progress that further Estyn inspection 

visits are not required.  

The report published today comments on the rapid improvements and the robust way staff in the 

school work collaboratively to share good practice and focus on the students and their learning. 

This has had a positive impact on standards in Ysgol Rhiwabon which have improved 

significantly during the last eighteen months. “The school has robust management arrangements, 

including meetings between middle and senior leaders which focus rigorously on standards and 

teaching.” (Estyn) 

Headteacher, Mrs Ferron-Evans said, 

“I have always been proud of Ysgol Rhiwabon and its local community and never more so than 

this week as the Estyn Report recognises the hard work of so many people. Throughout the 

frequent monitoring visits I have reminded students and staff how special they are and we have 

ensured that we have taken measures to secure sustainable success.  Our school has made rapid 

progress since the time of the core inspection and we will use this as a platform to grow even 

stronger in the future. I would like to congratulate the students, staff and governors of the school. 

They have worked tirelessly over the last five terms and thoroughly deserve this success. I would 

also like to thank the local community and our primary colleagues for showing their loyalty and 

belief in the school. It is with great pride that I look forward to working with such a dedicated 

and professional staff in the future to continue driving improvements in Ysgol Rhiwabon. 
Mr Keith Benning, Chair of Governors‟ said 
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 „On behalf of the Governors at Ysgol Rhiwabon I would like to congratulate the staff and 

students for all the hard work that has been undertaken. The school can now look forward to a 

very positive future in providing excellent educational provision for our students within the local 

community.”  

 

              Ysgol Rhiwabon Staff and Students celebrate - “Snow more Special Measures” 

** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Gavin and Susan have managed to raise £375 for 

                              Bowel Cancer Support North Wales 
 

Gavin managed to make it to Base Camp; but Susan was struck down  by acute Mountain 

Sickness after a week of trekking – this was due to the high altitude and lack of oxygen. 

Thankfully they were both able to enjoy their time together in Nepal. 
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     A report from Parliament, forwarded by the office of Susan Elan Jones MP 

 
 
 
 

 
“The petition of residents of the village of Ruabon in 

the constituency of Clwyd South, 

 Declares that Ruabon railway station is currently inaccessible to a number of potential 
users as the only method of using platform 2 is by crossing a footbridge which is difficult for 
passengers with mobility issues or luggage to carry, and impossible for wheelchair users. 
 
 The petitioners therefore request that the House of Commons call on the Government to 
speed up plans to improve access to the Ruabon railway station either by replacing the existing 
bridge with one that allows easy access for all users, or to add a wheelchair accessible entrance 
to platform 2.  
 
 And the petitioners remain, etc.—[Presented by  Andrew Jones , Official Report, 05 
December 2017; Vol. 632, c. 1003 .] 

[P002088] 
 

 Observations the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Transport (Paul Maynard):  
 
 We are committed to improving station accessibility and have therefore continued with 
the Access for All programme, first launched in 2006, which installs accessible routes at 
selected stations. 
 
 Ruabon has never been nominated for the programme, but we will be making further 
funding available for station accessibility in the next Rail Control Period (2019-24) and will be 
announcing further details as soon as possible. 
 
 For Ruabon to be considered for inclusion in the programme it would need strong support 
from the industry and the Welsh Assembly Government. It would also benefit from an element 
of third party funding to help weight the business case. 
 
 In the meantime if any passenger is unable to use the station the operator will provide 
alternative transport, such as an accessible taxi to Chirk or Wrexham, both of which have 
been made accessible under Access for All. This is at no additional cost to the passenger.” 
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Ysgol Rhiwabon - Carols and Mince Pies 
 

Ysgol Rhiwabon continued its seasonal programme on December 14
th
 with a carols and mince 

pies concert for all members of the local community and to raise money for Hope House 

Children‟s Hospice. 

 

An overflowing Library, where even standing room was non-existent, saw the students of Ysgol 

Rhiwabon, under the musical production of Mrs Sandra Tarver, give a rendition of Christmas 

items ranging from the new to old 

There were performances from over 25 students ranging from sole singing, choral recitation, 

piano, ukulele and Irish pipes. 

Mrs Sandra Tarver, Curriculum Leader for Music said, 

„The students‟ performances were a credit to them with every performance of the highest quality 

and showed the level of preparation and dedication from our young people‟. 

 

Mrs Melanie Ferron-Evans, Headteacher, in her closing „Thank You address‟, said, 

„Credit must be given to the student‟s performances today; they were of the highest order and 

also reflect the work that our Music Department under Sandra Tarver undertakes.  

As a school steeped in the tradition of the local area for song; we should all be very proud of 

what we witnessed here. Many performances were of concert hall standard and I have no doubt 

that many of these student‟s will go on to great things‟ 

Mr Keith Benning, Chair of Governor‟s said, 

„On behalf of the Governing Body I would like to thank all the students who took part today. To 

perform in front of any audience is daunting and the students showed little fear and gave us all a 

performance to remember‟.  
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St.Mary's Church in Wales Primary School, Ruabon. 

 

 Last term, the Nursery and Reception 

classes performed a super concert to a 

delighted audience of families and 

friends. This year they performed 

'Ralph the Reindeer,". Ralph had to help 

Rudolph out to deliver presents when 

Rudolph had a cold! The children 

enjoyed dressing up as reindeers and 

elves and there was some lovely singing! 

 

Nursery class, after the concert                  
Lots of elves and reindeer 
 
 
 
 
Thank you again to Helen 
Probin who has sent in these 
photos and the text on behalf 
of St Mary’s Primary School as 
well as those following. 
Years one and two  
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Year One and Year Two classes 
at St.Mary's Primary School, 
Ruabon performed a super 
Nativity Hoedown entitled , 
"Prickly Hay," which had a wild 
west theme! 
They held two performances to 
delighted audiences of family 
and friends. 
There was excellent singing and 
dancing! 
 
 

 
Angels 
 
 
 
 
                Mary, Joseph, the donkey and baby Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inn keepers, narrators and town’s people. 
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St Mary’s Church Nativity was a Great Success !! 
  

Yet another “FIRST” was achieved this year as: 

 

 

 

Costumes were donned at 

the Church Hall as those 

in the parade gathered 

outside 
 
 
 
 

 

The parade stopped at the 

Methodist Church for the 

shepherds; then stopped at 

the Church Warden’s door to 

be told that there was “No 

room at the inn”. 

 
  

The ceremony finished with   

carols in the church. 
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Ruabon Community Council 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Adam Owen, the First Responder who works with 
the Welsh Ambulance service is based in Ruabon. 
 
He attended a Ruabon Community Council 
Meeting a few months ago to speak about the 
service that he and other volunteers provide for 
the community and that the group he works with 
was in great need of a defibrillator. 
Members agreed to donate the full sum of 

£777.00; but Ann Jones elected to pay £200.00 and Ann Davies the sum of £10.00 towards the 
cost, leaving the RCC to pay the balance of £567.00. 
** 
Mike Blackshaw, Clerk to the RCC has circulated information to RCC members from WCBC, 
which is now on line, detailing the alternative operators of certain bus services previously 

provided by D. Jones and Son. Service 6: Wrexham to Ruabon, the alternative service will be 

provided by Arriva (Service 4A), starting on Monday 8 January 2018. 
** 

Below is the Planning Application for the demolition of the three derelict 
houses in the centre of our village.  This eyesore has been endured by 
residents for many years and yet, it seems as though WCBC will not be 
favouring this community with a public consultation nor giving us the 
opportunity to ask vital questions; (for example and at the very least) about 
any additional car parking spaces and the improvement of the car park 
itself.  It appears that we have waited all these years for there now to be 
such a last minute rush, that there is now no time for such niceties!!   
NO DOUBT PHOTOS OF SMILING FACES WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF 
THE NEW PROPERTIES  WHEN FINISHED; SIGNALLING: “WHAT A CLEVER PERSON I 
HAVE BEEN!”   

There are 21 days from the date below, for concerns to be registered.  
Planning Application P/2017 /1020, DATED: 09/01/2018 
Contact: Matthew Phillips. Phone: 01978 298780. Email: matthew.phillips@wrexham.gov.uk 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

DEMOLITION OF THREE DWELLINGSAND ERECTION OF 3 NEW DWELLINGS AND 

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW ACCESS 

 BUILDINGS AT HIGH STREET RUABON WREXHAM .        www.wrexham.gov.uk/plans. 

http://www.wrexham.gov.uk/plans
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Ruabon LibrarY 
 

 
 

Books AND Far, Far More! 

Computer advice drop-in sessions will be held on the first Friday of 
the month between 3pm to 4pm. The next session is on Friday, 2nd   

February; no need to book – these sessions are informal. 
 

 FREE: Welsh Conversation Group/Grwp Sgwrsio 
Cymraeg am ddim. 

     Suitable for all ages – Yn addas i ddysgwyr.   

     At Ruabon Library – Yn Llyfrgell Rhiwabon.   

     On Mondays – 2-3pm/Pob Dydd Llun – 2-3 o’r gloch. 

The “Knit and Natter” group meets once a fortnight 

on a Friday from 1.45 to 2.45pm Refreshments provided. 

 Do you enjoy playing Scrabble? 
The Scrabble Club takes place on the 

3rd Wednesday of each month and will 
hold its next meeting on Wednesday, 

17th January from 2:15pm to 3:15pm. Lots 
more room for others to join in.  

  

For those who enjoy doing Jig-Saw Puzzles, there is usually 

one ‘on the go’ for you to either put in a couple of pieces or 

finish it off altogether! 

 There is computer access at Ruabon Library, and you are able to contact 
Wrexham County Borough Council to pay: 

a. Housing Rent. b. Council Tax. c. Business Rates. d. Invoices 
e. Paying Fines: Parking, Dog Fouling, Littering 
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 For information on all sessions, please telephone to speak to a member of staff, 

when the library is open, on 01978 822002, or email: 
ruabonlibrary@wrexham.gov.uk 

 Normal opening times are: Monday-10am-6pm; Tuesday- 2-5pm; 

Wednesday-2-5pm; Thursday-2-5pm; Friday-10am –6pm. 
 

 Toddlers’ story, rhyme and song time every Tuesday during term time 
at Ruabon library 2-3pm. Suitable for children up to the age of three. 

** 

Ruabon Churches’ News 

 St Mary’s Shared Church – General Information: 

 

For Children:  

Toddler Praise for pre-school children on Tuesday mornings in 

the church hall from 10.30am to 12 noon              

** 

Youth Group is on Sunday evenings 5pm-6.30pm. 

All Age Worship: The 1st Sunday in the month is a Family 

Communion Service at 9.30am. 

On the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month there is the JIGSAW service: informal 

worship for all ages. 

** 

The Church Hall is open to all on the 1st Saturday of the month for coffee from 

10am to 12noon. 

** 

The Choir practices on Tuesday evenings in the Church Hall at 7.15pm and sings at 

the 9.30am service every Sunday. 

** 

The Mothers’ Union meets on the 1st Tuesday of the month, details are available 

from Ann Wilkinson; annwilkinson44@hotmail.co.uk; 01978 822725. 

The Bell Ringers practice weekly and ring for weddings when requested. Details 

from Gordon Richardson: g.j.richardson@hotmail.co.uk phone: 07970 140004. 

** 

mailto:ruabonlibrary@wrexham.gov.uk
mailto:annwilkinson44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:g.j.richardson@hotmail.co.uk
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To hire the Church Hall please contact: Janet Roberts 01978 810039/email 

neilandjanet1@hotmail.co.uk  

** 

For wedding or baptism enquiries please contact The Revd Kate Tiltman 01978 824087 

katherinetiltman@gmail.com, The Vicarage, Church Street, Rhosymedre LL14 3EA 

** 

St Mary’s has a website www.stmarysruabon.org.uk 

St John’s has a website www.stjohnsrhosymedre.org.uk 

** 
At St Mary’s Church on Tuesday 9th January Toddler Praise 10.30am-12noon 

On Sunday 14th January at 8am, Holy Communion; at 9.30am Holy Communion  

At 5pm Youth Group restarts 

** 
The Catholic Church’s celebration of the Eucharist at St Mary’s shared Church in Ruabon 

will take place on Sunday at 11am. 

** 

The Congregation of Ruabon Methodist Church will join with Rhosymedre 

Methodist Church for a joint Covenant service led by the Rev’d Phil Poole on 

Sunday at 11am. 

** 

 

At the Congregational Church, (the Chapel on the Hill) on Sunday 14th 

January October at 11am, there will be no Service    

   

 

**        

At All Saints’ Church, Penylan on Sunday 14th January at 11am, Holy Communion. 

** 

At St John’s Church, Rhosymedre on Wednesday at 10am, there will be a service of 

Morning Prayer 

On Sunday 14th January, a Service of Holy Communion 
Looking ahead: 

 We are also looking for a relief cleaner to help out when our 

cleaner has a holiday.  Please see the wardens if you are interested 

or know anyone who might be interested.  Also anyone who would be 

interested in taking on the verger’s job at weddings and funerals. 

 The next meeting of  'Time well spent' will start on Friday 16th 

January. Coffee and chat from 11am, a cooked lunch and relax with 

friends.  If you wish to come in January please complete and return a 

form, if you have a friend or neighbour who would like to join in 

mailto:neilandjanet1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:katherinetiltman@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysruabon.org.uk/
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please do invite them. Thank you. The next planning meeting will be 

on Monday 8th January at 7.30pm in the church hall. 

 Fish and Chips and Bingo at St John’s Church will be on Tuesday 9th 

January  at 12.30pm.  Please let Beulah know if you are able to 

come. 

 Yvonne Pryce is coming back to the Mission Area this month.  She 

will be spending some of her time in Chirk, but will be licensed to the 

MA.  There will be a service of welcome for her on Tuesday 16th 

January, 7pm in St Thomas Penycae. Please do come and welcome 

Yvonne back to our MA. 

 Ash Wednesday is on February 14th, and there will be a number of 

Lent groups running in the Mission Area.  One will be in St Mary’s 

Hall on Monday evenings and will use the ‘Leading your Church into 

Growth’ material.  This will be a chance for people to reflect on 

their own faith as well as on the church as a whole.  The first 

meeting coincides with the Church Committee meeting, and it will be 

a good way for those on the committee to join with other Christians 

to look at new ways of working together, and to think about our 

priorities for the future.  Another group will run on Wednesday 

mornings in St John’s Church starting at 10am. 
     
** 

If you know of anyone who would like to receive the Ruabon News Letter each week 

by email (free of charge). Please contact: bremner.millhouse@btinternet.com  

This News Letter is only as good as the items received for publication. Please keep 

sending in your news and thank you.  

**  

 Sybil Bremner.  
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bremner.millhouse@btinternet.com

