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General marking rules

Ensure that all mark boxes are completed.
Only answers given as correct in the markscheme should be accepted.
If a learner has given more than one response, the answer should be marked as incorrect.

If a learner has changed an answer, a mark should be given for the intended answer if itis clear and
correct.

The majority of questions are worth 1 mark, but the range of marks for each question is given in
the markscheme. The number of marks available also appears below the mark box in the learners’
booklets. Please ensure that the mark awarded does not exceed the maximum number of marks
available.

Incorrect or unacceptable answers are given a mark of 0. No half marks are awarded.
Spelling or transcription errors should not be penalised.

Having marked all questions on each double-page spread, record the total number of marks awarded in
the ‘total’ box in the bottom right-hand corner. Check that the mark recorded does not exceed the
maximum number of marks available.

Markers should record their initials on the cover of the test booklet to assist quality assurance.
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Specific guidance on ‘find and copy’ and ‘underline’ questions

« For questions which require learners to ‘find and copy’ or‘underline’a response, the minimum
acceptable answer is given in the markscheme. On some occasions additional words may appear in
brackets. Words that appear in brackets are allowable, but not essential. For example:

Award 1 mark for:
- (He went to) school.

The minimum acceptable answer is ‘school’ but the response could also include any or all of the
words in brackets and still be marked as correct. The inclusion of any additional words would result in
the award of 0 marks. Learners who include additional words in their answer have been insufficiently
precise.

2 mark ‘find and copy’ or ‘underline’ questions

« If a question asks learners to find two words/phrases and the learner only supplies one correct response,
award 1 mark (see individual questions for further guidance).

- Sometimes learners may write more than is asked for in the question, in addition to writing the correct
responses.

» f alearner gives one more response than is asked for, award 1 mark.
- If a learner gives two or more responses, in addition to what is asked for, award 0 marks.
For example:
Award 1 mark for each of the following, up to a maximum of 2 marks:
. cat
+ dog.
If a learner writes cat, dog, fish they would get 1 mark.
If a learner writes cat, hamster, dog, budgie they would get 0 marks.

These are the marking conventions that were applied when marking the tests at finalisation. For this reason,
it is vital that they are applied to your own marking in order for the standardised scores to be valid.

After marking

Add up the total number of marks awarded. This is the total score and should be recorded on the cover of
the test booklet and input onto the relevant mark sheet on the school’s Management Information System,
together with the details and date of the test taken.

This data should then be submitted as part of the Welsh National Tests Data Collection (WNTDC). Further
details are available from the National Reading and Numeracy Tests - Test administration handbook 2015 on
the Learning Wales website and in Welsh National Tests Data Collection and reporting arrangements 2014/15

available on the Welsh Government website.
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