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Our World





Humanity





What makes us who we are?


•Bodies, minds, emotions, personalities, experiences, influences. 


•Influenced by: family, friends, community, religion, culture, teachers, the media.








Creation





Islam


•Allah created the world and everything in it. 


•Qur’an story of creation similar to Christianity.


•Man and woman created in Paradise, they disobeyed Allah after being tempted and were expelled because of their disobedience.





Christianity


•2 accounts of creation


1) ‘6’ days of creation as in Genesis. God saw it was ‘good’. He rested on the 7th day.


2) Creation of Adam and Eve: created to support each other and begin populating Earth. 


Remember: Literalists/creationists vs. non-literalists.





Islam


•Human beings given the role of Khalifah (guardian/steward) to look after the world and treat it with respect.


•Responsibility of the Ummah and Allah’s creation, keeping the laws of the Shar’ia


•Day of Judgement: will be questioned by Allah about how they have looked after the Earth.











Stewardship





Christianity


•Genesis 1:26 – Human beings given dominion over the world by God. (Being in charge of the world for God)


•Responsible for passing God’s good gifts to next generations.


•A steward is someone who looks after the possessions of their master therefore it still belongs to God.


•Mark 12:28-31 Responsibility to love God and your neighbour. 





Key Question: 





Science





Christianity: Stewards


•Christians remind themselves of God’s continuing work in the world and of their own responsibilities in it through worship and celebrations. 


•Many organizations and individuals work to protect the earth; a Christian may join an organisation such as Greenpeace to carry out their beliefs in helping the world. 


•An example of a Christian steward - Chico Mendez: Organised non-violent protests against deforestation in Brazil.

















Islam: Khalifahs


• “He (Allah) has made you His ruling agents in the earth” Surah 6:165


•As part of the Ummah (Muslim community) have a duty and share responsibility.


•Use talents and intelligence to maintain fitrah (pattern and balance in the world)


•Muhammad set example and spoke of: showing kindness to animals and insects as they are all part of Allah’s creation, planting trees and gardens, avoid waste, respect the earth. 





Being Khalifahs





Science and Creation


•The Big Bang: explosion of gases created the world.


•Evolution- Charles Darwin: all life developed and adapted over time “survival of the fittest”











Link to Religion


• Key Question: Can Science and Religion go together?


Possible answer: Religion answers the why questions and Science answers the how. (give examples)





Being Stewards











