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Looking for Meaning





God





Islam


•Tawhid: The oneness of Allah. (The Shahadah)


•99 names of Allah: different qualities e.g. The Creator, The Forgiving, The Judge, The All-Aware.








Christianity


•God as the creator (Genesis) – All Powerful, All Knowing, Loving, a Judge.


•God as Spirit – totally unlike human beings yet has similarities, linking to Holy Spirit (God being known in the World today). 


•Jesus – Part of Trinity, Son of god, The Redeemer  (Pays the price of crucifixion for peoples sins) 





Reasons why people believe in God?


•The Natural beauty of the World.


•The Holy Books


•A Miracle


•Worship


•Receive an act of kindness


•Inner feeling of peace and happiness.





Death





Christianity


•Concept of Spirit or Soul that lives on after death.


•Heaven and Hell.


•Beliefs can vary (Roman Catholic belief in purgatory)


•Funerals generally – Coffin, prayers said for soul to go to heaven, candles, white robes to symbolise hope for resurrection.











Islam 


•Live life following the example of Muhammad.


•After death – body to Mosque, washed three times, wrapped in white sheets.


•Burial 24hours after, in Mosque, led by Imam, corpse head faces Mecca.


•The Day of Judgement – a day chosen by Allah, life will end a new world will begin.





How do people experience God?





Secular Society








How do people respond to God?





Prayer


Preaching & teaching


Pilgrimage


Changing lifestyle


Service & commitment


Retreat or study


Acts of kindness


Vocation= what they do in life and how they live life. 
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Worship


Prayer


Sacred texts


Natural Beauty and wonder


Acts of love (benevolence) 


Miracles


Inner feeling





A way of life in countries where the government and general life are not led or linked to religious people or organisations. 





Key Words


Awe= completely overwhelmed by a sense of God.


Revelation= something shown or explained that was previously hidden.


Lord= ruler of the world and heaven.


Redeemer= The one who pays ransom to set others free.














